THE WHITE HOUSE

CONSTITUTION WEEK, 1956

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

'

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS on September 17, 1787, after iour months of debate,
highlighled by sharp difierences of view and by wise compromises, the
outstanding leaders of our Republic, who were meeting in convention at
Philadelphia, signed the Constitution of the United States of America,
and

WHEREAS the story of the framing, signing, and adoption of that
mwmmum.-mammummmnum
history of our country; and

WHEREAS it is fitting that every American should reflect upon the
vision and fortitude of our forebears in creating & charter designed to
form & more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranguility,
provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure
the Blessings of Liberty for themselves and for the fortunate millions who
were to follow them as citizens of this Nation; and

WHEREAS the Congress, by a joint resolution approved August 2, 1956,
has requested the Fresident to set aside the week beginning September 17 of
sach year as Constitution Week, a time for the contemplation and commemo-~
ration of the historic acts which resulted in the formation oi our Constitution:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGH D, EISENHOWER, President of
the United States of America, de hereby designate the period beginning
September 17 and ending September 23, 1956, 28 Constitution Webk; and
1 urge the people of the United States to observe that week with appropriate
ceremonies and activities in their schools and churches, and in other
suitable places. [ also urge them at that time to give solemn and grate-
ful thought to that eventiul week in September 1767 when our Constitution
was signed, delivered to the Continental Congress, and made known to
the people of the country, thus laying the foundation for the birth of 2
new Nation,

IN WITNESE WHERECF, I have hercunto set my hand and caused
the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this twenty-ninth day of August in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
fifty-six, and of the Iadependence of the United
ftates of America the one hundred and eighty-
first.

DWIBHT D, EISENHOWER
By the President:
JOHN FUSTER DULLES

fecretary of State
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