I’ROCLJ‘MT’IONS OF THE GOVERNGRS RELATIVE TO "CONSTITUTION DAY" AND “CONSTITUTIOR WEEL

(A i‘ew extracts from the many excellent proclamations Issuad by the forty-
eight Governors of the states and those of the Territories in recent days)
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"Whereas, the Constitution of the United State: vas adopted by the Ccn:;‘.,!_tu_
tional Convention cne hundred and (now, seventy) yesre ngo, Beptember 17) 1707,
and thus beceme the fundamental law of Che land,

Whereas, Through all the changing years since that momentous action, alike in
timeg of peace end of war, the Constlituticn has endure s the charter and pro-
tection of our politicel and rellgious libercies s

Whereas, It is fitting and proper that the hdste of this cherished
document be cbserved by every American c .

How, Therefore, Etc

"The Constitution cof ‘r.hf- United Btates wes adcpted by the Constitutional Con-
vention on Septegber 17, 1787. That date marked the beginning of our present
system of government, s gystem which has w«-n'herei many trying periods cf history
and proved its*strength, as well as its flexibi to the will of the people.

"In this era of attr o1 free institutions, the profound mesning of the
Constitution becomes mo : befor Toeday our country, strong
and progsperous unds Treat . the 1 --: wvark of freedom and
the sonirce of hope to the oppressed in - § nate lands.

"It ia fitting, therefors, W .« whers our patriots contributed so
mich to the form and content of the Constitution, Jeim in the naticnal observance
of "Constitution Day" on September 17T and vesolve to do all in our power to
preserve mnd safegusrd this vital repository X 2

"On Bept bex 1 3 es waa adopted by
the C.J)"t.*t;t‘ =S ¥ t ter, o ra vern) states to
becr‘mﬂ the fund: ital lav of our great democrecy.

= "'""‘""’m m TR PR T IY T PIYeesa) et et veememgiaotal AR GRS
of human freedom ever devised Ly men, wunchanged except (or amendments made neces-
sary by national development owth, b continued to guarasnitee cur rightful
liberties, to preserve Jjust , B& A domes angquility and promote the
general welfare.

"Today, when the principles underl: hia basi locument are threatened on
eypry hand by groups amd individuals whc ) lipcard and destroy the libertlies

have preserved, 1 B moY han ever fitting that, on the saniversary of its

ion, we pay tritmte tc e Cc on and rededicate ourselves tc the ideal

upon which our anation re
"Therefore, etc."

"I am gled to join vith the Govermors of owur sl ster states in calling to the
attention of my fellow citizens the cbeervance on ptem:.er 17, of Constitution
Dey .

"One Bundred and {now, o y) years sgo the great stetesmen who had deliber-
ated all summer &t Phliadelphis set their sw.m;r.'ures to the document which was not
only to form the foundatiion for cur own nation but which was to provide the pattern .
for wmeny other natlions seek!ng governmenl uader lew. I1aic thls greal document our
founding fathers, who were stal of the firat order, poured their vast re-
sources of ideal 1- and their Fae practical experience.

"The framers of cur Constitution, mng the vast Tulure grmn:h of their 2
country, wisely provided for amendmentg te the document which they had drawn up.
s0 profomd was thelr Ird.ﬂ"' -4 garmine l:lherty and o well aid they

Congtitution Day vrd opportunity to con-
hhmﬂanmmmhuic law of our land. On
let us reaffirm our faith in te of cur Natiocnal le‘u.tn:l_m and
wu h:l.gh principles.”™ h
t+#




Sopa of the Americsn Revalution Caonatitution Dny Observance Committe:
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CONSTITUTION WEEK PROCLAMATION

By unanimous action the Congress, under a joint resclution spproved August 2,
1955 requested the President to set mslde the week beginning Seprember 17 of
each year as Constitution Week. The President, in accordmnce therewith,
issued the following proclamation and Governors of states all over the Union
emphasized the importance of this observance by similar proclamations. We
have just received word from the White House Secretary that the President will
ispue a similar proclamation again this year.

BB EB TSI P ET AT e RS E EEE
THE WHITE HOUSE
CONSTITUTION WEEK, 1956

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS on September 17, 1787, after four months of debate, high-
lighted by sharp differences of view and by wise compromises, the
outstanding leaders of our Republic, who were meeting in convention at
Philadelphia, signed the Constitution of the United States of Americaj;
and

WHEREAS the story of the framing, signing, and adoption of that
epochal document constitutes one of the most significant chapters in
the history of our country; and 4

WHEREAS 1t is fitting that every American should reflect upon the
TTviston &and TOrtitude of our forebears In creating & charter designed
"to form a more perfect Uniom, establish Justice, insure domestic
Tranquility, provide for the common deflfense, promote the general Welfare,
and secure the Blessings of Liberty"” for themselves and for the fortunate
millions who were to follow them as citizens of this Nat!on; and

WHEREAS the Congress, by a joint resolution spproved August 2, 1956,
has regquested the President to set aside the week beglaning September 17
of each year as Constitution Week, a time for the contemplatiom and
commemoration of the historic acts which resulted in the formation of
our Constitution:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, Presldent of the United
States of America, do hereby designate the period begianning BSeptember 17
and ending Beptember 23, 1956, as Constitution Week; mnd I urge the
people of the United States to observe that week witk appropriate
ceremonies and activities in their schoclis and churches, and in other
suitable places. I alsc urge them at that time to give solemn and
grateful thought to that eventful week in Beptember 1787 when our
Constitution was signed, delivered to the Continental Copmgrers, and
made known to the people of the country, thus laying the foundation for
the birth of a new Nation.

IN WITHESS WHERECF, I have hereunto set mv_hand and caused the Seal -
~ of the United States of America o be affixed. - e PR -

DONE at the City of Washington this twenty-ninth day of August in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-
(SEAL) 8ix, and of the Independence of the United States
of America the one hundred and eighty-first.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
By the President:

JOHN FOSTER DULLES
Secretary of State
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