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UNITED STATES DELEGATION 
TO THE 

SECOND MF.ET!NG OF THE INTER-Al'.ERICAN CULTUF..AL COUNCIL 
Lima, Peru, Me7 1956 

POOITION PAPER 

~ubjact: Periodic Meetint;s of UniversitY Presidents, Deans, and 
Prof :--11.m:.t!.• 

1. The Delegation may support IACC action towards the holding of the 
propo3cd ~e~tings of university officials and professors but should not 
ta~e the lead u sponsoring the proposal. 

2. The Delegation oll uld oppose the adoption by the Second Meet
ing of & ~iual program for au~ ~£etings unless assurances are given that 
the secretariat has been in touch with a sufficient number of universit7 
p1·etidents, deane and prof-essors to be sure of their interest in 
ps1 t.ici -,at1ng in d~seusaicLS of the topics selected. In the absence ot 
such ovi enee of nterest and willijgness to participate , the Delegation 
ehc~~d propose tPaA uhatever suggested program may be adopted b,y IACC 
be ::.·efe1red for comment by those concerned before being considered finalo 

3. The degree of official sponeorsbip of the proposed meetings should 
carefully be considered and the possibilities of private sponsorship~G{, 
e I · In the ovent the Second Meeting does not come to a decision on 
epon ,orhhip, the Coomttee for Cultural Action could be asked to stud7 
the pr 1sm and present specific suggestions to the Council of the OAS. 

4. The Commlttee for Cultural Action might be asked to carry on the 
planning a.nd conrul.tation pursuant to Poeition No. 2, above. · 

JklSCUSS:r .QN: 

Do~~recnt 10 is a re-statement of certain portions of the secretariat 
(Pan Am~ricen n-4on) suggeotions presented to the Committee for Cultural 
A.ctic!l in 1952 as background for the preparation of CCA Study No. 8 on 
Ir1ter-Amcrican Corogressel! of Educational Authorities, Educators and Stu
dentrs (see Appendix to Study No. 8). Study No. 8 was considered b,y the 
Te1.th Inter-~me:rican Conference which decided: (a) to support convoca
tion of a tnecting of Ministers of Education; (b) that the Inter-American 
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Cultural Council study "the posoibility and advi~abUity ••• or holding 

periodic meetings of rectors, deans and proressm s, looking toward 

the conr.iderction or the educational problems of special interest to 

American universities ••• ", and (c) took no action with regard to the hold

ing or inter-Americ n student moetings (to which opposition was 

expres ed during the discus ons). 

The Second Meeting of lACC will thus have before it tvo documents 

on Topic 1-5, D CUI:lent 10 bT the secretariat and CCA Study No. 8 based on 

information supplied b,y the secretariat in the past • 

Commeatarr on U.S, Pos;\t:I.9J!: 

Position No, 1.- While the Delegation can shaw an active interest 

1n the prospect of a fruit!Ul interchange of information nd experience!! 

at the proposed universi-..::y seminars, it does not seem advisable for an 

official u.s. Delegation to take the lead in the matter at this stage. 

Po ition Ng. 2.- It would seem short-oighted for IACC to go on 

record vitb any final program for meetings of university officars and 

p1·ofeF.sara \Iithou\i having obtained their vieva, and there is no 

indice.ticn in the doeuments that this has been done. From the standP.9int 

of tho u.s. alone, such consul.tatiorus would no doubt prove most h lpful 

in planni g the meeting. Several university people consulted b,r the 

D~partment were found to have definite ideas on the usefulness of these 

meetings: that unlecs carefully planned and limited 1n scope, they ~auld 

be uneless, and that the topics discussed should include real problema 

such as academic freedom, salary scales, ~tc., rather than the kind of 

topics listed in the documents. 

Posi ticn...No. 3.- Document 10 seems to suggest that. the proposed 

univers:tt::y meetings be held..J.n the same manner as the past inter-American 

education seminars sponsored b.1 the PAU and UNESCO, The American 

Governmonta sent official olegations to the seminars, however, which would 

not be desirable 1n the case of the university meetings. The governing 

resolution of the Tenth Conference states (paragraph 2 1 Resolution V) 

that IACC should "submit pertinent recommendations to the goverumente 

of the Member States, and that tho latter make them known to interested 

organizatio~". The Tenth Conference noticeably omitted reference to the 

CAS or PAU; what role PAU might play in the development of the meetings 

remaius to be seen. 

_f_ositiop No, 4.- The consultations with universities and the 

final development of a plan for the meetings, would offer the CCA a construct 

ive field of operations. Thou.gh the Charter (Art. 71) provides that UCC 

"sho.ll have the final decision" with respect to CCA studies, it is eug

geated that, if necessaey, the CCA could be authorized by IACC to report 

directly to the COAS. 
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