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U. S. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR UNESCO 
(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) 

January 17, 1961 

Sl!JNM.ARY OF THE SECOND MIRETING OF TlmE COMMITTEE 

ON THE EIGHI'H NATIONAL CONFEREICE OF THE 

U. S. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR UNESCO 

Committee members attending: 

Vernon rl[cKay, Chairman 
Paul J. Braisted 
William o. Brown 
James s. Coleman 
Luther H. Evans 
Melville J. Herskovits 
Mrs. Ruth c. Sloan 
Mrs. Waldo E. Stephens 

Conference Structure 

January 8, 1961 

Others attending 

Robert D. Baum, Department of State 
John Hay, Department of State 
Ann F. Jablonski, Department of State 
L.Ac Minnich, Jr., Department of State 
Mrs. Doris F. Richmond, School for 

Advanced International Studies 
K8nneth C. Snyder, Dept. of State 
George Warmer, Vice President, 

Boston University 

The Committee approved t he following title for the Conference: A.FRICA 
AND THE UNITED STATES: JMAGES A l'ffi REALITIES. Tentative approval was also 
given to the broad outlines of a program which might include as many as nine 
plenaries, four section meetings and seventy panel meetings, a total of about 
eighty programs. However, the Committee was unanimous in the view that, in 
working out the details of the program, the Chairman should attempt to re­
duce the number of meetings wherever practicable. It was pointed out that 
this might be done either by combining certain panels, or by having all the 
panels ln each section combine more often for a section meeting. The question 
was discussed as to whether a functional approach to the panels on education 
might be more satisfacto~ than making the div i sions along the various levels 
of education. It was agreed that this was worthy of further study, and that 
in any case, the subjects dis cussed in panels should be along functional 
lines wherever practicable. The Committee tentatively approved several 
suggestions in Section and Panel titles, which will be incorporated in a 
revised outline to be sent to Committee members later. 
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It was agreed that the chairmen of U e 15 (or less) panels vJere of 
great importance to the success of the Conference. Each of the 15 panel 
chairmen would have two major functions : (1) to plan an effective program 
for th e five meetings of his panel; and (2 ) to preside effectively over 
the five meetinr;s of his panel. In planning the program, along the broad 
outlines l a id down by the Committee on the Eighth National Conference, the 
panel chairmen would have the assistance of Chairman McKay as central co­
ordinator with over-all control of the program. They would also have the 
assistance of the four Section chairmen . 'l'he latter, whose duties would 
be less heavy than a t previous conferences , would (1) preside over the one 
or more meetings of their s ections , and (2) advise the panel chairmen and 
Chairman ~cKay on the substance and coordination of the program . 

The Committee authorized the Chairman to attempt to obta in fifteen 
panel chairmen at the earliest possi.ble moment. The Chairman expressed 
the hope that each of the members of the Committee would be able to serve as 
the chairman ot one of the panel s . Committee members a3reed to indicate 
their first and second choices a s to the panels they considered themselves 
best able to chair . 

It was also agreed t hat the r apporteurs in ea ch of the fifteen panels 
would have an important r ole to play and should therefore be mature 
individuals with knowledge of Africa and with rapporteur experience . The 
functions of a raprorteur would be to (1) prepa re r eports on the discussions 
at each of the five meetings of his panel , (2) to consult with his panel 
chairman to assure that appropriate questions are covered during the five 
meetings, and (3) to consult with the Conference Rapporteur to assure 
coordination of reports from the various panels . Nembers of the Committee 
agreed to send Chairman iv.cJ:I.ay the names of sui table persons who might make 
good rapporteurs . It was a l so pointed out that some of the lOC members 
of the Na tional Cornmission migh t be 1oJilli n_12 to serve as rapporteurs or 
in other capacities . 

Conference program 

The Chairman introduced a detailed out line of a possible conference 
program vrhi ch he had prep;:-~ red with the assistance of Nrs. Richmond and 
:tvliss Jablonski, after consultation with r.'trs. Betty George of the U. S. 
Office of Education, Andre C. o'::>imonpietri of the National Academy of 
Sciences, Lee ~ichols of the United ctates Information Agency, Harry J. 
Krould of . the International Cooperati on Adii1inistrat i on, and a number of 
ot hers, includi nc; .i'\ enneth Snyder and Nrs . Ruth Sloan . The Commit tee members 
agreed to t a.ke this first draft of a program home for iJmnedia te and thorough 
study, and t o s end Chairman lV,_cLay th eir detailed suggestions fo r spea kers 
and t opics within one week. 
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It was decided t ha t speaker s or panelists on the program might include 
not only Africans and Ameri cans in well balanced proportions, but if the 
subject matter of a pa rticula r panel made it appropriate, Europeans and 
poss ibly an Asian or two . The Committ ee agreed, however, that since the 
focus of the conference wa s on relations between the United States and the 
new and emerging states of Afri ca, the number of Europeans on the program 
would inevitably be very small a nd should not exceed from two to five per­
cent of t he total. 

Conference finances 

It was reported that the State Depar tment's contribution toward the 
expenses of this Conference would amount to ~50,000. Two contracts have 
already been charged to this fund which were entered into by the Department 
and Boston University for ~6,000 and Johns Hopkins University for $4 , 000 
to pay for the writing of conference papers, writing of the Conference 
Repo~t, and for various administrative expenses arising from the develop­
ment of the program. Travel costs of members of the Eighth National 
Conference Committee in ~onnection with meetings held in the ~vashington and 
Boston areas are also charged to this fund. Other items to be covered are 
printing costs, conference supplies , rental of office space and equipment 
an the Conierence; hire of local typists, and travel expenses of the 100 
members of the National Commission and members of the Secretatiat to the 
Conference in Boston. 

The Boston Sponsoring Committee is ralslng $25,000 to cover local 
expenses of conference activit ies such as cultural events, hospitality, 
and any other items for which a host city is responsible. 

In addition, approximat el y $75,000 to $80, 000 might be needed for 
other purposes: (l) about ~60, 000 is needed to bring about 30 Africans 
to the Conference at a cost of ~2,000 to ~2,500 each, and (2) between 
$15,000 and $20,000 might be needed to pay the expenses of American 
participants on the program. It was pointed out, however, that these 
figures would be subject to revision in the lipht of the actual program 
the Committee decided upon. 

To finance the bringing of African s to the Conf erence, the Committee 
authorized the Ghairman to write several l et t ers on behalf of the Committ ee 
as follows: (l) a request for the coopera tion of the Department of St ate 
in br inging to the Conference, under the Department's Leader Exchange 
Program, ·or thr.ough some other means, a t least one person, preferably the 
Minister of Educa tion or the f ermanent Secretary of Educ a tion, from each 
African state and from as many African non-self-governing terr itories as 
practicable; (2) a r eques t to the Int ernational Cooperation Administration 
for similar a id, especia lly for educa tors who might speak on scientific 
and technoloGical panels of the program; (J) requests to the Carnegie 
Corporat ion, the i<ord Fo~mdation, and possibly ot her foundations if 
necessary, to bring over jif rican educators and artists who could speak or; 
panel s in t,he 'lrts Secti on of the program. 
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To raise t he fund s nece ::::;ary to pay the expenses of American farticir:::-nts 
on the program and any other expenses, it wa s reported t llat the Finance 
Committee of the I\ational Corrunission was beinc asked to consider ways and 
means. 

Boston ~ponsoring Comnattee 

Mr . vv'armer outlined the progress already made in organlzlng the Boston 
Sponsoring Commit tee. It would include five workinf grour-' s on Art and husic, 
B.;ctucation, Finance, Hospitality, and Public helations . The Committee decided 
that the public announcement of t he formation of the Boston Sponsoring Committee 
and the appointment of its Chairman, ~rwin D. Canham should be made as soon 
as possible in a simultaneous release in ~vashington and boston . 

The Committee expressed the view that the Arts bection of the Conference 
program should be related to the eveninE. music program and t he art and other 
exhibits to be organized by the Art and i"lusic working group of the Boston 
Sponsoring Committee . For this purpose , the Committee expressed the hope 
that 1-"r . Herskovits, who ha s agreed to chair the Arts Section of the Conference 
program, would be a member of the Boston workinr group on Art and Music . 
The Committee also expressed the view that the exhib::.ts in Boston should 
include modern as well as traditional African art, and that it would be 
necessary to begin the process of assembling material for exl' ibits at 
once in order to have an outstanding collection by October . The Cheirman 
called attention to the illustra ted book on 1-'.Sian a rt which had been published 
to describe the outstandine, collection assembled for the San Francisco 
Conference in 1956 . The Co~~ttee expressed the hope that something along 
these lines might also be produced for the Boston Conference . The Committee 
also called l\r . ~ Ja.rmer ' s attFmtion to t.he fact that a number of members 
of the U. S . i<ational Commi s sion for UNESCO represented national music and 
art organizations, which might like to help the Boston Sponsoring Committee . 
In particula r the vhairman c2lled attention to an offer he had received from 
Commission lv1ember lawrence H. L , :::mith , 1707 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylva.nia, to make available African art from the 
Commercial Museum in Fhiladelphia . Corrunission hember Henry h . Hope, Chairman 
of the Fine Arts Department of Indiana University, Bloomine:ton, Indiana , had 
also twice written the Chairman about the arts program . 

The Gommittee decided that t Lree of the four evenine:s of the Conferenc e 
program might be devoted to a rt and music . These might include a reception 
and art exhibit at t he Boston Museum of Fine Arts on ~unday evenint , October 22 , 
an evening of hfrican music : nd dance on Tuesday evenine: , and possibly an 
African drama on ,.ednesday evening . The l\ing Kong drama company and t he 
Guinee Ballet · ~fricain were ment ioned as two possibilities . 

J 

'l'he Lorrunittee expres sed the wish that the entertainment on all three 
evenings should be definitesly African and not just cultura l. 
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Background papers 

The Committee t l1anked Doris Stephens for her car e f ul Hark in p repar­
ing an outline of a possible background book for each delegate to the Con­
f e renc e. The Chairman appointed a subcommittee to examine this and other 
possibilities for background books and papers, consisting of Mr. Braisted 
as chairman, Mr. Brown, Mrs . Stephe ns and ProfessoY Gwendolen Carter of 
Smith College if she is available . 

The Committee authorized the Chairrnan to write a letter on its behalf 
requesting the State Department to update its publication entitled "Inter­
national Education Exchange and Related Exchange of Persons Activities for 
Africa South of the Sahara 11 , and to make 2, 000 copies available for the 
Eighth National Conference. 

Invitations 

It was r eport ed that t h e Secretariat of the U. S . National Conunission 
for UNESCO had novJ compiled a mailing list of approximately 1100 non-govern-­
mental organi za t ions and 5700 individuals interested in Africa, which should 
be reviewed by t he Committee, or a subcommittee thereof, with the view of 
selecting potential delegates to t he Conference. The Chairman asked 

Mrs. Sloan, Mr. Baum and Mr. Hay to serve as a subcommittee to review the 
invitations list . 

In response to Hr . Harmer's r equest for information as to what t ypes 
and h ow many people from Boston might be invited, the Chairman asked the 
subcommittee on invit ations to s tudy t h e question and to give Mr. Warmer 
this informa t ion in order to a s si s t h im in p roviding appropriate names for 
the mailing list . 

Interpretation ?ervices 

Mr . Hay reported that t h e State Departinent would need more inforrna t i on 
c oncerning the amount of services needed bef or e it could provide estimates 
of the cost of providing interpretation services f& French-speaking 
Africans. The Chairma n recalled that IBM had provided simultaneous trans­
lation equipment for about 200 participant s a t the American Society for 
African Culture Confe rence la st summer, and might be approachable for help 
for t he Ei ghth National Confere nce . The Committee agreed to give Mr. Hay 
a more pre cise estimate of the services nee ded after it had decided on the 
program and knew how many F!'ench Africans woul d b e used a nd where. 

Other It ems 

The Chairman agreed to study furthe r, in consultation with others, t he 
question of the a_r,proaches needed to secure Pres ident Kennedy as the key ­
note speaker. 
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In response to a question from l',i. r . iJarmer on the proper working ol 
the rel ationship between Boston University and the Conference , Nr . Hay, 
after consultation with hr . ,villie..m 0 . Dix, l"lr. Minnich, and Jl~r . hcKay, 
wrote the following to Jl-.r . fv'armer : 

"I am pleased to set ior th the substance of our telephone 
conver sation today concerninr the relationship of Boston 
Universi ty to the ~ighth ~ational Conference. Having discussed 
the matter earlier today with Dr. Dix, Dr . Hinnich and Lr . 1v1cKay, 
I cc.n assure you that all agree the Conference should be referred 
to as the ' Eighth National Coni erence of the U. S. National Commission 
for UNESCO, arranged in cooperation wi th Bos t on University.' 

"I am glad that you also agree t o the im:r.ortance of identifying 
with the Conference the other leadinr· educa t ion<'l l instit utions in 
the Greater Boston .il.rea . I und erstand the t you intend to do this 
by invit i ne: prcminent people from Harva rd, HIT, Radcliffe , vJellesley, 
and other institutions in the area to play leading roles on the 
Boston Sponsori ng Co:mnittee . By identifyine these institutions 
actively wi th the local planninL; , and by featuring t hem along with 
Boston University i n publicity r el eases, we would hope to make clear 
that the Conference is being actively supported by the entire boston 
intellectual and cultural community. This would in no way derogate 
from the substantial contribution t ha t Boston University is making to 
the Conference . On the contrar y , I would hope that by stressing 
t he national character of the Conf erence and the universal nature of 
its support, we would ed:e.nc e the prestige of Boston University, t he 
Commission and the Conference as well ." 

It was decided to hold the th i rd meeting o1 the full committee in 
Boston on Februa ry 25 a nd 26 . Liss Jablonski ae; r..eed to look into the 
problem of hotel reservations for thi s meeting . 
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