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TRANSFER OF CERTAIN ARCHIVES AND RECORDS FROM 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES TO THE COMMONWEALTH OF· 
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Jur,y 1, 1 !}57.-Commit.ted to the CommittGC p f the Whole Honse on the State of 
the Union and ordered to be printed 

~fr . RoBESON of Virginia, from the Committee on Post Office and 
Civil Service, submitted the following 

REPORT 
(To accompany H. J. Res. 275] 

The Committee on Post Office n.nd Civil Service, to whom was 
referred the joint r•solution (H. J, Res. 275), tmnsfcrring to the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico certain. archives and records in pos
·session of the National Archives, having considered the same, report 
favorably thereon without atnendtnent and I'ecomnieud that the joint 
resolution do pass. · · 

STATEMENT 

This legislation will provide that the historical records and archives 
taken over by this Government from the GovemrneHt of Spain, under 
the terms of the peace treaty which brought the Spanish-American 
\Vat• to a conclusion, be transferred from the custody of the National 
Archives of the United States· to the Commonwealth of Puerto ltico. 
The cost of the transfer is to be borne by the Commonwealth. 

At the time of the cession of Puerto Rico Lo Lhe sovereignLy of 
this Nation in 1898, these records were brought from Purrto Rico to 
Wo.shington, D. C., and later were placed in charge of the National 
Archives. Certain of the records, such as those relating to land 
titles, have been restored to Puerto Rico, to meet the frequent local 
need for such documents. Howevet•, most of the material relating to 
administrative and legislative actions by Lhe predecessor Govern
ment of Puerto Rico has remained here. 

The material involved was, at one time, all located in Puerto Rico, 
and this joint resolution proposes nothing more th1tn a restoration of 
such material. The material will be tnuch more accessible in Puerto 
Rico to a majority of those desiring to conduct historical research, or 
who would. have some other i.nteresJ in' q1ej.,nformation contained in 
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these 'do.cumenLs. The mat.erial, which relates mainly to Puerto 
Rico's colonial period, is of the type ·which any of the States may have 
retained regarding its own enrly history. The committee is informed 
thnt the Government of the Commonwealth is making careful prepara'" 
t.ions for propN care of the records to be transferred. House Joint 
Resolution 275 requires that the Administrator of the General Services 
Administration shall determine that proper provisions - have been 
made before the transfer of the records. 

As far as the committee has been able to ascertain, there is no 
opposition to tho adoption of House Joint Resolution 275. . 

The committee has received favorable reports from the Department 
of the Interior and the National Archives, the latter through the 
Administrator of the GeneraL Services . Administration. These 
.reports follow: 

·Hon. To~f MURRAY, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF. THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. 0., J une 7, 1957-. 

Chairman, Committee on Post Office and Civil Service, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. 0. 

DEAR MR . .MURRAY : This r~porids to your request for the views of 
this D epartment on House Joint Resolution 275, a resolution trans
ferring to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico· certain archives and 
records in possession of the National Archives. . 

We recommend that the resolution be enacted . 
House. Joint Resolution 275 would provide that the historical records 

and archives taken over bv this Government from the Government of · 
Spain, under the terms of the peace treaty which brought the Spanish
American \Var to a conclusion, be transferred from the custody of the 
National Atchives of the United States to the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico . The cost of the transfer is to be borne by the Common:. 
wealth. 

At the time of the cession of Puerto Rico to the sovereignty of this 
· ration in 1898, these records were brought from Puerto Rico to 
Washington, D. C., and latPr were placed in the charge of the National 
Archives. Certain of the records, such as those relating to land titles, 
have been restored to Puerto Rico, to meet the frequent local need for 
"Such documents. Howe>' r , most of the material relating to adminis;,. 
trative and legislative act ions by the predecessor Government of 
Puerto Rico has remai nc here. . 

The material involved "as, at one time, all located in Puerto Rico, 
and the joint resolution p ·oposes nothing more than a ·restoration of 
such material. The m~tt1 .·ial will be much more accessible in Puerto 
Rico to a majority of t b· ·- ,, desiring to conduct historical research, or 
"·ho would have some 01 ~ ~>r interest in the information contained in 
these documents. · 'l'l <' , 1a teria.l, which relates mainly to Puerto 
Rico's eolonial period. ;- ·Jf the type which any of the States lnay 
have retained !·egardin!: ~: own early history. vVc arc informed that 
the government of t lH' ( ,. trnomvealth has made careful preparations 
for proper cure of the r( ts to be. tmnsferred, and the joint resolu tion 
properly · provid~s th;; s Gov~mment's ceu ~ral archiva~ _agencyi 
1111 mely · the National _ ,_, · t Yes, W1ll make certam that serv10mg and. 



protection standards. appr?ximating its own standards )vill:be achieved, 
by the Commonwealth pnor to the transfer. ' . · · 

The Bureau of the Budget has n,dvised that there is no objection. 
to the submission of th~s re.port to your committee. 

Sincerely .yours, · · ·- ' · 
(Signdci) · HA'l'FIELD CmLso~, . · - · ;: : 
· .. Under Secre(aryj of the Interior: 

Hon. ToM MuRRAY, 

. j .. 

. GENERAL SEiiivicEs AmliiN.IsTnATION, 
Washington, D. 0., May 11,., 1957. 

Chairman, Committee on Post Office and Civil Ser·vice, -···- • 
House of Representatives, lVashington, D. C. . . 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: In accordance with your request of March 
iS, 1957, the General Services Administration submits a report on 
House Joint Resolution 275, a joint resolution transferring to · the· 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico certain archives and records in posses
sion of the National Archives. . . · . 
. . It is believed that these records should be transferred to Puerto 
Rico where they can be used to greater advantage, .with other similal'! 
records, by Puerto Rican scholars. ·. . . . . · 

A complete description of the records and action that has been
taken in contemplation of this proposed transfer is attached hereto,· 
. In view of the foregoing, GSA strongly .recommends the enactmen~-

Of House Joint Resolution 275. · . . . _ . . . 
The Bmeau of the Budget has advised that there is no. objection to~ 

the submission of this report to your committee. ~. '·.-· ... ~ - .. · · .. , . 
Sincerely yours, · · · " 

FRANKLIN G. FLOETE, Admin_istra~r. : ,;, 

· The record~ which would be returned to Puert~ Rico .under certafu 
conditions are described as "the official archives, a.\:ecutive ~n<i. 
judicial, of the former Spanish authorities in Puerto .Rico, now.de..;. 
posited with the National Archives of the United States, including 
t.hose. relating t.o rights and prope.rt.ies of the inha.bit.a.nts of Puerto. 
Rico." This description is explicit and there seems no danger of 
confusion over the boundaries of the material to be returned. ·By. 
this language is meant the entire body of records designated in .the: 
National Archives ·Its "Records of the Spanish Governors of Puerto, 
Rico" and comprising Record Group No. ·186 . . In volume these 
records amount to 186 cubic feet. In date they fall between .1750 
and 1898. _ · · . .. ·- . 
. · Briefly, the histOry ·or these records is as follows·: Between 1898 
andl900, beginning when Puerto Rico was still under military govern-. 
ment, there were removed from the Governor's Palace and sent to the: 
Librar)r of Congress in Washington some 2,246 bundles of books and: 
manuscripts comprising the library and official records of the succes-
sive Spanish governors of t.he island. This move was initiated by the. 
Library of Congress and ordered by t.he War D epartment. Only: 
mn.terial not deemed necessary to the future administration of the
island was supposed tci be sent, but shortly after it was J'eceived at the~ 
~ibrary1 the return of ce1:tn.in. records relatir1g to lands was requested; 
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In 1901 tho Librarian of Congress reported t.bat all the material 

had b'ecn roughly sorted and abo~It two-thirds retmned t.o the island 
as being more useful there. This two-thirds was turned over to the 
insular Department of t.he Interior, which bad responsibility for 
lands. It has since passed through many vicissitudes including a fire 
in 1926 · ~\·hich destroyed an undetermined portion of it. Some papers 
rescued from the fire are· now in private collections. The University 
of Puerto Rico now has t.he remaining papers (about 400 cubic feet) 
ns well as seYerRl of t.he more important private collections involved, 
and these are about to be turned over t.o the recently established 
Institute .de Cultura Puertorriquena which now has responsibility for 
the archival program of the Commonwealth ("an act to establish a . 
program for the preservation and disposal of public documents,"· 
approved December 8, 1955; Governor's order of June 19, 1956). 

About one-third of the original shipment composed about equally 
of printed material and manuscript materiaf, remained in the Library 
of Congt·ess. Apparently the printed volumes were absorbed into the 
book collections of the Library n.nd a few bound manuscript volumes. 

·were taken over by t.he Manuscript Division, but the remaining part 
of the records was stored in the basement of the Library until it was .. 
t-ransferred to the National Archives in 1943, being properly con-
sidered as archival in character. · 

The r<'cords when received in the National Archives were in com
plete disorder and there is ample evidence that they were already in. 
that condition when thev were sent from Puerto Rico in 1898-1900. 
A considerable portion of them .was also damaged by mold and book
worms. Because of its interest in these records the University of 
Puerto Rico maintained a person for 3 years in the National Archives 
to arrange the material. The arrangement, although far from com
plete, is much improved as a result of this service, paid for by Puerto 
Rico. The National Archives has kept the records safely in an air
conditioned building where they should remain until Puerto Rico can 
provide the same lest the mold spores again start growing. Requests 
for information from them n.re infrequent. About two-thirds of such, 
requests originate in Puerto Rico. ·. 

The basic reasons for the transfer of these records to the Goveni
ment of Puerto Rico are as follows: 

1. Puerto Rico is an associated State or Commonwealth, and, as 
stated in the preamble of this bill, "it is fitting that such documents be 
now placed in the custody of the Government of the said Common
wealth." · 

2. The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico has provided by law for an 
n.rchival program (the above cited "Act to Establish a Program for the 

· Preservation and Disposal of Public Documents", approved Decem
ber 8, 19.55), which program is now in operation and supported by ap
propriations. The Commonwealth has recently made the initial ap-· 
propriation toward a new archival building, which will, according to 
plans, proyide air-conditioning a.nd other safeguards. It has already 
contracted for the purchase of a laminating machine, which will enable 
it to rehabilit.at,c the fragile and damaged material. lt"paid for the 
trip of a staff member of the National Archives to go to Puerto Rico 
last fall to help plan and organize the program. It has recently em
,Ployed another staff member of the National Archives (who will be 
given leave of absence) to supervise the program and train employees 
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for a period of 12 months. Provisos in the bill insure that this pro-· 
gram will be brought to a more advanced stage before the records will 
be transferred; indeed the passage of the bill with these provisos will 
help to encourage the Puerto Ricans in this undertaking and help to 
secure continued support for it. 

3. It is desirable for archival, administrative, and historical reasons 
to bring the original body of records together. 'fhe greater part, as 
·has been described, is already in Puerto Rico. We can make little 
further headway in the National Archives toward a final arrangement 
of the records here because the registers and other controls that ·should 
determine that arrangement are in Puerto Rico. The Puerto Ricans 
likewise cannot set up their part of the records without knowing what 
is here. Programs for arrangement, description and repair must await 
the merging of the two major bodies. Only then can the lesser parts 
be fitted in, and the missing parts, lost in the fire or otherwise, be 
determined. Only after all this is done will it be possible to under
stand and make full use of the records for administrative, legal, 
historical, and other research purposes. The greatest demand for 
such use will come from Puerto Rico and Puerto Ricans and not from 
the United States, so the location of the reunited body should un
cfii'Eistionably be in · Puerto Rico. 
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