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FellmJ citizens: 1e celeb rate today the first a nivorsary 

of the Common e alth of Puerto f ico, created by the people of 

?uerto l i co under a constitution of t heir om ado Dtio • Qur 

Commomvealth status, broug,h t a bout s a result of a compact 

bet ween th c people of Puerto Rico and the Congress of th c nitod 

States , is a nAw form of political rel nt ionshi p i n the i'lmorican 

Union and in all 11mc r ica, a noV! form of political freedom in 

I 

harmony \,ith the ec onomic freedon of our people . It cannot esco.pe 

your pcrcc , tlon that o. r ol.:. tionc; i p ba:;;cd on free ug r ccrne nt , such 

a tl::is ouc , ha~ greo.t meani ng for the self- respect of tho ncoole , 

and that whateve r strengthens self- respect is a source of g reater 

energy to the spirl t and to the will. 

The present position of Puerto rtico i s that of a frontier of 

und erstnn< inr; bet ween two different 111a.y s of cherish irlf freedom, 

t hat of North mcri ca and that of ~outh J merica . Naturally, this 

und erstan ing v.ill not cau Le other peoples , nor i s t here any reason 

hy it should cauve the;n , t o adopt a relatio-nship oimilar to that 

existing betwe en Puerto .. ico and the United St tes of i ner1.c a . 

There i s no h i storical situation like toe one out of \"~h ich the 

Commonwealth of Puerto 1ti co h· s been created, nor can such a situ ·-

tion concei va.bl y emerge. But U ·is relot io nsh i p bet•.ecn r u.:y·to tdco 

and the United St ates can be useful , und men of r:ood vd 11 ~hroughovt 

the continent mu"'t er.d eavo r to m:dro it. u scful, in sluwine how the 

deer, moanine of freedom i s r evealed and its basic v lues are 

enriched through c x pre ssion in aifferent cul turns. 
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In truth, the pol i t ical life of Pue rto Rico doc s not date 

back more than a century . For about half of thi s period it was 

l i nked with the country of our orir in , and for th c other hc.lf 

with the Uni t..o d 5'tatos . " e take pri de in cur racial and cultural 

her it ag e. Tow· rd our fellm~ ci t.i. ~ens of tho united States we have 

come to feel the sin cere affection that r,ocs 'hi tb the common 

citizens bi p under · ich v.c ha ve d eveloped our economic efforts <md 

our democratic princi ples. The ~panish people have a de mocrat ic 

strengt h deep in the m· rro of their soul, but it is ore clo sely 

connected \'.rit h respec t for the digni ty of m n and for t he freedom 

of the mina t han 1r.ith tho free , sou nd and stable organizati on of 

the St a te. The pooplo of the United States are a t oweri np, syrr bol 

of de~ocracy in sound govern ental o g n i~ation c..s vJ ell as in 

resp ect for the indi vidual . .e have tried to ho dor these t o 

sterling qual i t i es in our democr.:Jti c h<; ri tage by using them in the 

rieht way , and to contribute something of our own t o their historic 

manifestation by addin[' th n fer vor of our aspirations. 

Thus Puert o ico , alt hough i t d oe s not make a mo n e t a r y c ontri­

bution to the United E'tatcs Trea .. ury , conLrihu t e" with deep satis­

facti ·) n to the better underst ar.td inf of the Union t hroughout the 

Americas , to the better u nderstan iinp; of the peoples o f our same 

oripin on the par·t of the people of the United St ate , ~ nd to the 

betterment of democracy among all peoples . Although we are poor 

as money 1roes , we are r·ich in thc;,)e other t hi ng s, and I believe 

t r.at our contribution is a highly c ret:i ta blc one . 

Let me turn no\<. to e conomic qu est i vns • ·i t h i n size, we have 
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· t sk as cha l onging as t c west frontier as for the Uni ted 

St ates through the nineteenth century. ~ e have to advan ce s 

the en of those d ys d v.;n ccd . ut we re not a continent of 

almost lL itless sp - ce, but a · 11 overcro dcd co. :nunity tightly 

surrounded by the sea. Our front. ier is not w est¥:· rd or eastw--rd , 

but inwar . • e cannot , c nc 1<:4rrl s produce r our needs , s 

there is no new 1 and . Only new skill, nevi kno ledge , new techni cue 

and a dedication C.Jn sta tly rf>n ed r· rre in to be pioneered--and l'ie 

are t> ioneerin r. th~ 

~ cannot have r;ore land by seeking it i n ·a covered vap:on, but 

we ce1n have more understandinrr , more know- ho · e;ro in in s ide of 

our sel vc ... , by seeking it 1ith an open !llind . ~orto Rico is very 

densely populated. There ro 650 of us to o·ch square mi le of 

territory. ll«lf of the l6nd c 

of us to each cultivated mi le . 

be culti vatcd, so tte re are 1300 

he s i ze of this problem c an best 

be euged by thinkinp; of i t in t h is way: Suppose the popul~ tion of 

all the continents and islands of the world should move i nto t he 

U itod States, then the United vt ' tes r ula -have about 650 i nhabi-

tants per square mile, us ,1uorto hioo has now. But i f e are to 

1 ake a propo r coup~ri son, \"'e must su ppo further . Suppose t hat , 

\dth all the populatio of the · orld i in its territory , the 

Un ited St· tes should find the "cl vc lackinL L pra ctically all 

natur· 1 rc~,ourccs--no coul , no oil, no metals . ,;)upoose further 

t hat with all tho people of the \\Odd insi c its bounaaries 

Ameri can industry should be only beginning to d evelo p . If you can 

i magine nll the' c t hinr s toe; ether, you have f ir picture of ·hat 

the people f tho Uni t..ed St ates would be facine; und cr suc h ci r -

-
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cumstances, · nd of h t the poople of . uerto 1 i co re facing 

today. If the whole United o..~t tes \ere facin€' ouch diffi c ult i es, 

~ ·e ,c"Io how the ric people would ::1e t the challenge.,.- hew 

he c aJ lenre ltC:Uld be et. ' 'here ould 

be no dcfe tism . The cry of despair ould ot be heard in the land . 

n.erp.:y would be brrue.: t forth ou of need. Im· gin ti n ould stand 

r eady to do its job, and oounc oomm n sense wJuld stabilize it . 

The tough proble. :culd be tac~£d , and i due time they ould be 

licked . 

This is just hat you c n see in Puerto ico to ay • . You sec a 

people , c o munity of y...,ur fello · citi~ens , c ct by erave d i ff lcul -

ties. You C!ee then do in[. about t em \ 'h ~t you ould d about th ern, 

ith '"'i ne coura e , unquen c ~ blc de _rm ·• tlon , d rer sonable 

armunt of e;ood hu. or. 

·o re ene;aged in incrca"'ine procuctio we must inc aoc 

it at three speeds. Fa"' t enough to koo p up ·ith the growth of U e 

labor fo reo, c:rnd f· !_.tcr to t akc up th l g of unemploym n t th t 

ould orag from the past , and a~_t cr to cont · ue i pro vinr the 

standard of livint:, of our · ople, l:t ich is tho hi ,hest in the 

Caribbean and one oi· the hirhost in the .hol L~tin part of the 

Hcmi snhere. 

At t l is point I wish to eraphasi:c:.c that tho irrlus tri m gro t h 

of puc rto 1.1 co , encouraeinr s it is to u Lut i nsir;nifi c rt, s 

compo.red \'oith the corooic life of the Llnite ~;t ates as a whole , 

is not de ; ri vine any r egion of tho contin tal Unit..ed Stc tc s of any 

of it s est~bli shed industries . ~ e do not intend to o so . On the 
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contrary, it is our dcl i bcr·te policy not to do so. c are aw' re 

of our· mor 1 re J.X>nsi b ility not to usc ou eood e conomic elations 

with th e United t3t te s ·s means of harm ·ng · ny p rt of the ft in­

. nd. 1, e re c ncciou c· of the f ct th t \i e must u -e our goo d rel · ­

tions to the li it by c reatL1g ev \ E:Jalt. i n t t·· t p rt of the 

economy o.f the · 1 it cu 't~t s no\ · s Puerto h i o , ~ d n t by 

tronc·fcrring l th fror. on· sectio 1 o the ccono1 y to ano t her. 

Th·t i s why no t ax exemp-

t i n i s ere~nt cd to <:..ny f iri t,r· t clo <· cc plant in any pc.rt o f the 

United State· i n oraer to open one in Pue rto hico. 

The economy of tho Ur i t od ~t ates g or e r ·.tcs ore than 25 u i ll i on 

of no c api tal each yn r . out of t h i "' ne .:..nJ c on. o ., c a it 1 

\ alth . rto hi co is l cgi ti · tely coeking an n o s ment of 30 or 

40 mi llion of no 1 c ap· tal a ycar--1 rep at , of ne c pit 1, not 

trar"sfe rred c pital. The meri c an citizen s livinf: i n . uert o co 

co mpos e l-1/2 per cent of the popul...~.tio n of th e n ited ~tates. hnd 

our i u tri 1 pl n C " ls for l ss th· n one-fi f t h of l per cent of 

the new c a pitill ge cr· ted , not \'it l"O ut tin mOde ·t co1labor·tion of 

puerto .ico, by th e 1 'rneri c n econ;)[nic .... ystcc every ye a r. It ' ould 

seem clear t h t, s r;ood citi~cr~s , \t. need h ve no fca th· t t he 

industri&l · ystem of the r. i ted St a t es i 

at the h·ndn of Puerto tico: 

~ e a re still c l i mb ing · st,ep hill. 

but already we c · see it in t ho uist ·ncc. 

in a ~ .r o f destruction 

· e are f r f r om t he top 

Let u s loo · ~t it even 

.hen \ c r e , ch it? f rom af<..r . hat arc · .c g i ne to fino there 

Ye ... re go ing, t o fi nd in par t wha t ·e 

c an c nceivc and dream to be worthwhi l e . 

unt to find , \loha t we 

For people like u s do 
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not "'earch exclusively for objectives that are t here although 

t ime keeps t hem a t d i "tancc from us. here is an inner d estiny 

in us t h · t i s pullint us t o t he to p • hut i s it we "ant to fi nd , 

.hat i s i t e t<:mt to c ar ry \·d th us and disr ay <.. t t he top of th e 

hill? 

It is omethi ng -:n re than tf1e impro v n: cnt of our economi c 

st ndard s o.f liv ing . It is a w y of l i f e, u c lture . The economy 

is i ntended to su ·t : n a nd fUI1 ther a culture, way of l i f e. 

Culture i s 0::1 y in a defree the tool o.~. econ• ic s . "ha t a people 

i th spiritual values want i s away of l ife. Th ir economic e ffort 

must be made t o S()rvc th G.t pur~ooo. 

I sec · t the top of the sy bel ie hill a people -v. il l h used--

very few of the:.1 in luxurious homes and none i n wretched huts or 

sh cks. I sec the opnortunity for honest work · t a at e of p· y 

moderate t ut 'de .u te to a p;ood · nd peac eful life . I see fa ilies 

t he_ t · rc t r~nquil in the t hout.~ht t~hat tho ir ch iluren tdll be 

educa ·- d t o the maxi mum of th e ir abil ities, and t -..ppy in t he kno -. 
' ' 

ledp o th< t t hey v·ill ha vc sc curi ty a · ns t icknc ss and old a ·e and 

the hazards of fortune. I c an s ec that some \ ill have mor e t han 

this as a renult of their own 1:1ffort , and in some c· ses much more 

tl an th i s . But none -v.i ll ha ve lc. s than this. J can see t ha t al l 

of us \ 'ill ~ork .ith cnt usias1 , frcedon , and a sense of duty and 

r spcct for the r i ht s of otr.crs . I sec Dri v·1t e init i ati vo for 

the co 1r.10n rood conceived of as a duty r at her t han only as a rie_ht. 
-.~ 

A li f e of f reedom well lived i ;..r t of th-3 ideal i n th hear t s 

of our co le. 'l'hc neg at · on of freedom nd the , us e of freedom 

are uncivilized t..nd are contra r y to the h i [h.cr tr· its o f th human 

I I 
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spirit. As bet ·, en these two, the abus e of freedom {j' preferable 

to the nepat ·on of freedom . But far better th n both is the 

cul turc that uses freedom i th the dignity that freedom deserves . 

Our frater l feeling tow rd all ~en arc al5o a p· t of t his ide 1 . 

I believe tha t we wi 11 co me to real i2.e e ven better that which we 

alre dy know well: t hr t all men are more alike than they are dif­

ferent from one another. Ou r friendly people will become a 

brotherly peo ple, and crto Rico will be an example nd · solid 

b stion of re~istance eairst the nationalistic s pirit that is 

d estroying peace · nd ho pe wnon mon every't,he re . 

July 13 , 1 9 5 J • 
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