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/ 
The eon t tut1onal status or the Commonwealth ot Pue~to 

;f~ 
Ric s so ewh t unique . 11 no long r colony. tt is 

·a ther an inc e endent n on nor a stnto aimil ted within 

e leg l ba 1 or this f(.) o:r political 

a co c t between the Con ro · or t e Unit d 

n h people £ Pu rto Rico . It repr s n~s on th 

re s Vtilun - r urr nder of o er , to the 

p leo : th r sp ct to the int rnal ov rnm.ent 

nd ; ! a l so i mp lie the r l tiona b erto 

t d Stat e . d to b ttera to be 

d t uni l torall y b y th u. ~ . an & e b co e t 

to c nsultation bet oen u rto ico on 

r . tunl nt an Pu rto 

a ton a 0 sion rwh 

f t h n . YOt • This 

t o jo econo.m c n fi s ( includin ex ption rr m l'al 

tax s a d c s 0 tariff ) I hich oth t atehood and 

pendence would deny. 

2 . Puerto ico is e a lles and .most east t th 

fov_islands known as Gt . Antill s. T c pi ·al , San Juan, 

is about 1 , 6 0 land iles outh- ast r ew or e, an p ro-

X tely 6 ho rs fl in di tanoe thereiro • Ro hly 

., lar in a ap I it is a . ount in crest about 100 lon 
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