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The ~nitial presentation of views by · the p~nelists showed corisiderable 
a greement . :i,.n certain areas and diversity of opinion in other$. : All agre Eid 
with the dis.cussion me~orandum that. foreign student'$ inadequate English 
language competence presented a real problem~ On ;the other hand , ail 
!f:elt that the theoretical differences between · the civil 'artd ' coTii~on law · 
systems were : e.Xaggerated andover- emphasized in the · discussion memOranduin,. 
and that the supposed. probl em was greatly lessened' v;hen the actual s:lm.:. · 
ilarities of the two systems were recognized and stressed. 

One panelist ,felt that the major problem -\1a:s t o get more American 
lawyers to study abroad , arid that exchanges in: both directions in l avi . 
would be fr:ui:t :fuL only on the post-'-graduah~ l evel. ; 'Gonversely_, another: 
panelis t cited ±n:s,tances of the desira.bl e ·r.esul·ts ~from ur1der<-gra'duate . 
law study ;bere of men \·Jh.o later returned to p:riacti:ce in their 'o\Jh co~rrtries. 
He thought i .t wo uld' b e um1ise to · limi t . lav1 . study by · foreign lawyers her1e · ·· 
to the graduate l evel only. Another panelist urged that there \·ms muc h 
need fpr a . year Is training in the United States for ; matLlre ' . seasoned. 
for eign J,awyer.s :already well-.,establi:Shed in thei·r -Oi:1h countries' aria p erhaps · 
holding high. positions there. The . greater extenV of · their: sub~equeht . ·· ". · .. 
influenc,e in .their .home ·countries was obvious, and regarding their · capacity · 
for study at thot stage of h .fe, he ... cited specific instances of remarl'cable 
scholastic accomplishment. by such inG.ividuals.:' ;· 

A panelist · s:um;ested that C.ifferent considerations appli ed tO, and 
therefore di·fferent methods .should be used 1:1·i th · tho se · foreign lav1yers ·· 
coming to study here, fror.1 other · common la\·1 countries and from civil law 
countries .. in ~ J estern Europe , · Latin Mneri ca, Asia· .imd. 1\fr ic·a:. · · He po·ihted 
out that a. few t1ere now a l sb beginning to come from ' Eastern Europe , as 
from Polan~. ' . 

Another panelist ·also argued for ' the dev:elopmerit of gieater :Lnte-f.est 
py Americans . in the study o.f foreign law; and commended the·' programs of ··. · 
this kind which have; been sta rted in several American l aH: schools with . 
foundation support .~ · The greater reciprocal ·unders tanding ; ahd apprec i atioh . 
of the . ~espective legal systems and respective national v'allie;S \"ihich 're'l3ults 
fro m more American lavr teachers l ecturing abroad and American lav1 students 
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studying abroad Has no ted, and its contribution to greater international 

understanding. 

The significant . . position · which· lm·Jyers hold in the official life of 
their r espective countries was noted, and the consequent great importance 
for international understanding of informed :views and a ttitudes on thei r 
part . The emphasis which vJill fall upon the role of international lavi 
to help keep the uo rld's peace also points up the importance of l awyer 
exchanges. 

One panelist who had checked with a group of fo'.r!eign la\·Jyers 
wo r king in the United States reported their special interest in ~de~uate 
training here in our law of Evidence and Procedure, and the la\·J relating 
to our federa l s y stem. They a l so observed that generali zation about study 
by foreign lm1yers here \·1as difficult because of the quite differ:.ent . k inds 
of training previously received by them in differing groups of home 
countries. 

Difficulties in the selection of foreign law students and lawyers 
to study here were discussed at some iength. Several sugGestions were 
made . It w~s pointed out . that to some degtee ~hefe has been an unfortunate 
over- emphasis on the foreign student or lawyer 's l~nguage facility to the 
exc l usion of other qualifi cations and perhaps· also on his personal 
congeniality . Demonstrated intellectual ability should have creater 
significance. · To .. balahce this vie\-J, however , there 1·1as a suggestion ·that ·, : 
fori . broade.st ultimate influence , the uide range of abilities \1hich may 
be found in the bar of any country . should perhaps be reflected in the 
sel ections instead. 

It was suggested also that mo·re of · the sel ection processes might 
profitably be l eft to the host institutions , or at l~ast that the group 
making the . selections should avail itself more fully of the previous 
experi enc es which each host institution has had \·J i th its foreign lav1 
students , as well a:s of the r ·ecommendation.S made to .the host institutions 
by their fairly numerous a:nd ' \Jell-informed foreign lav-i . alumni. 

Another point r equiring attention is the careful advance planning of 
parti cular programs and activities for distinguished foreign ·1awyers arid 
judges, so :that invitations to· them may be fully correlated with the · 
dlacili ties, schedule and time factors in the particular inst:lt'utions to 
be visited, to assure that their time and effort VJould be most effectively 
utilized and that the results vJOu.ld be most rewarding. 

An effort \·Jas made .to ·fornmlate concrete viev1s vri th · respect to the 
questions for consideration posed by the discussion memorandum.' The 
general feelinG v1as that a c entral preliminary .summer orierita'tion. 
program woul·d b e more beneficial in economics· o r other similar fields. 
Its purpo.se \.Jould ·be· primarily that of p·reliminary ·1anGuage trai~ing , · · 
including technical language &nd conce~ts, but the diversity of programs · 
for foreign l auyers in the various American host institutions v10uld t end 
to make i t.s successful operation difficult. It Has a l so sugt;ested that 
many foreign students could not . arrange to come ·to ·this· country sufficien{ly 
beforehand . Assigning more responsibility in the selection proces3 t :o . . · 
the American ·host insti tutioris :wa;s suggested· as helpful i -n· lieµ of this, '· 
as was also some preliminary reading · by the visitors ·in their· ovm ·countries 
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of goo.d introductory materials about the common law system, such as the recent 
Tune volume. 

·, ; 

Inte~nati·o~'al law was . cited as ·;ari ~spe~ially g6bd fi81Q. of study here . fo_r 
for.eign, lawyers. They are genera"lly well-traine.d ~n it, and', more thari their 
American or British counterparts,' 'consider it a moi:lt .important area of ia111.: ()ur . 
teaching · of it as' a common law course, · by commci.n law techniques, gives the.m · a,·~ · • 
new ap.proach to i 't, ' anq also acquaints them with the · method of out ·1aw. 1,1Ji th a 
large common bo_dy of material, ·i .t provides them~ as viell_ as our own students_,. . . 
with. a good fie_ld for the recognition and evaluation of our differing backgro'urid 
a~sumptions and methodology. Much benefit' l.s thus r .ecei ved by.· thi{ Am'erican 
students who study international law together with our foreign visitors. In 
other subjects' such . as tax, insuranc~' and labor la.w' : ii ttle ' generalization 
woul~ be profitable. l-Je should simply try to help the foreign · student to · make 
a choice suited to his . own interests arid _ to his future work in his own country. 

A great deal of interest is shown by fo:reign law students an_d l~wyers in 
the study of our cons.titutional law a1id administrative law. These furnish good 
vehicles for their understanding and appreciation of our federal .system and of 
our notions of the democt~tic values. ·· 

It was also pointed out that ~ometimes foreign students come to American 
law schools for study in fields such as tax or labor law, when their needs would 
be better served by study in our schools of Public Administration. The curricula 
of their own law schools include many broad social science courses, studied for 
cultural rather than narrow professional utility. If they seek such further 
study of these fields here, the technical and highly professional approach of 
our law schools in such courses will not meet their needs. 

A.noth.er question raised was whether foreign students could be useful as 
assistants in the teaching of comparative law to American students. This has 
on occasions been found a useful device, but there was some doa·bt of its over
all effecti;eness. ori the other ~and; it wa~ no.ted . that "there was gr.eat value 
in bringing· to '.'the Ui;i.i ted St.ates mature forei gn law teachers '. to teacll; -: cq~par(:j.tive 
law . in American .law s~hools, · 

With respect to e~couraging Americans to . take . po~i~graduate legal studies 
abroad, it.· was observed that relatively .few countries are r.eall-y .attractive for 
such st~ciy •. Specific profe.ssional activ:i,ties and .interests of par.tic1J.1a:r lawyers 
make s .uch : study obviously ae.sirable for . them in ·some instances . . Foreign law 
study by mature American . law teac;hers, o·n the other hand, was re~arded . .;;_s very 
desirable, w.ith the obje.ctives of enriching their :background, broadening . their 
scholarshi.p "." and making ~ounder their insights. _ Iri addition, the contact.s wh~cJ:+ 
they would make while studying abroad, as \~ell as those of the small number of 
Ai::iericaI,i la,w teachers who have had the opportunity to teach . aborc;i.d, will .provide 
a .. val-qable . med~um for continuing communi~_c?.tion and .u)J.derstandi:ng · on the ,pr_ofet;>
sional as well as pers,onal .).evel 'which shou'ld hc;iye lasting :and .benef.icial results. 

By way of improvi.~g and increasing cooperation between American and foreign 
legal , orgStnization~, there we:r:e cited the activities of_ such groups as the . Inter
American Bar Associatiqn, which will meet in Miami next April, and of ot~er 
inter~at.ional profes9ional -gr.oups,. and such educatio.nal ·programs . as that . o:f the 
Inter-American Academy .of c·omparative and International Law . in Havana . . 
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· Another t6p ... ic d.isc~~sed. ' \.ms the possible introduc'tion of area spe, c:l.ali- f 
zation by each of the small number of American law schools who are doing 
9.ubstal'}.tial work . in the foreign . ],aw field and wj, th . foreign_. students. It was 
feit ·that'such a develol;Jment would be deither desirable nor feasible. Also 
discµs$ed 

0

wer~ the d{f:ficul t:i.es encount~~ed ix;, efforts . to CQll)bi~e, or t.o make . 
recipr~cally avai],able., 'the. foreign ,la,w libr.ary . mater:j..als of geo~rap:\1.ically 
close. gr~i,ips of iJ;l.s~itutions. Som.e. oc.casional and partial succe~s . ,was noted; 
joint procurement "'service· for foieign law · library mater.:iais ·by different 
ins ti ttitioi;is ha~ ·evidently l;>een ~ridertaken. . '. '. : · · · · , " . 

.' . - : . : . . ·.· . . 

... \</o'rtb.Y.>of . ~ote , i~ specific .. connection with L.ati~ .America .are 'two addit_ional 
ite.iiis: · It \.1as poil'}.ted .out . thc;l,t the Pan Ame.ri.can Union has -available ,160 scholar
ships ' fo:r; .Lcit.ii;i America in ~ var:i."ety of 'fie:).ds u.rider th~ Int~r·-Aqiericari Cultural 
Convention, ap.;:\rt . from the exc_hange opportuni t .ies afforded by the Fulbright 

• . t . . . . . • . . ' . 
and Smith-Mundt programs. · Mention was also made of the new special program 
which. h_as been set up at t;he University of l'J:icaragua wher:eby Arper,ican law 
graduates · can, in one .year's study, cover at ],east the . e.ss~nti;;:tls qf the civil 

. la·W' system and .of the professional legal training normally given ' to .lci'cal . 
students. This may be a · forerunner of ·similar 'programs elsewhere which could 
serve as an incentive for greater American "study of law .abroad. 
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