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Office of the t-ndte liou•• Presa :ecretary 
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EXC!-:::A.NGE OF LETTERs B!!:TWE:Ctl 
TK.~ :::-?. .. :!:SIDEl'IT AND THE iiONOR­
ABLE LUIS 1".-:UNOZ-lviA..~N, GOVE.t~NOR 
OF PUE.i.""'t TO RICO 

July 24, 1962 

Dear GovernQr :Munoz: 

I have your letter advising r.1e of tle ·celebration on July 25 o! th~ _ 
anniversary of the Co!:.1monwealth of Puerto Rico. 'l"'his is indeed a II'• 
occasion. The achievements of the Puerto Rican people in this short 
period have been rer: .. arkable. Puerto Rico has furnished an example to 

l 
i 

the world of the benefits that can be achieved by close collaboration between 
·a larger and a smaller coo:r.1unity within the f ra.-r;ework of freedom and 
mutual agreement. I BI:. confident that I •peak for the people of the United 
State• a.a well a• their goverm:;-.ent. in expressine r:..y pride and pleasure 
at Puerto Rico' a achiever..Jenta. 

I a:m a.ware, however, as you point out, that the Co:-.. :rnonwealth relation­
•hip h not perfected and that it haa not yet realized its full potential, and I 
welcor .. 1e ybUr statex.-.ent that the people of i=ue:!:'to F.ico are ·about to begin 
the ~4gq..~V~lii!.Y'.itb~,;jUJ~tK·oving towards its r.c:a.ximum 
d.eve10P~eni.7i see bO r~Jori w\i"f ilid""-cor.:;r .. 1onwealth concept. if that i• the 
deaire of, the people of Pue Rico, •hould not be ~y developed aa a 
pflrmanent institution in its a a aoc!ation with the United ntate• I agree that 
tbia ia a proper ti:-4,e to recogniz~ the need for grovtth and. 
matter o iirneTW o all co~rned and of establishing an une 
record, to consult tbe people of Puerto :Rico, as you propose to 
~ey i:.:ay expre s• any other preferer.ce, · including independence, 

. abould be their wish. 

Honor ... ole Lui• Munoz-?vlarin 
Gover nor of t he Cor;mionwealth 

of Puerto Rico 
San J uan, F uer to Rico 

Sincerely, 
(s) 

John F. Kennedy 

.Tuly 10, 1962 

--~~ 

5 of 1 year, the people of Puerto Rico will celebrate the t enth 
y of the stabliah::.:~ent of the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth 

a• a creation of b!ch both the United 5tat • and the peopl of 
y w be roucL It •a new type of arrangement in tho con-

mtut::loll&l a • m of U t •: at that tirr. .t n yeara ago, lt wa• a 
rt int l'"mt c !on:laliam by aub•titutf.na ~or it, 

(OVKR) 
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DOt natlomli•m or ode~ l:Nt freo~r.J '1~41 the ~amework of a 
cloM aDd mutually bemticial oct~on between& amaller and a lara•r · 
OOZ:.lmuDlty • 

. Jt took accoul of the ba11c demii:>cratic·valuea involved, by iocorporatinc 
the principle• of •elf-detercbaation alMl the rf.aht of people to be governed 
by tWr owu conaent, and did •o in a realiatic x.:.anner adapted to the 
political and econor,ic practicaliti•• of Puerto Rico'• •ituation. We were 
aware then. and haw b6cor:.-:.e increaaingly, and now acutely, aware that 
the arrangement wa• not perfect. The Conatitutional Convention it•elf 
recoizaiaed fror .. "! the beginning that there wu roar.:: for 3rowth and that thia 
1ro·11th could and •hould be not toward• independence or federal atatehoocl 
but within the 1eniu1 of the creative Comn.onwealth idea itaelf. 

I believe that it 11 now time tor tbat 1rowth ~ ot:cur. AA undue delay 
in tbl• cannot but be hurtful to Puerto Rico and to the 1ignificance of P\lerto 
Rico u a ·•bowca•• and example of the atdtu~ of the united statal in a 
~Ol"ld where coloa:il.ali•~ ia ob•olete and extrar:1a nationaliam h oba0le1cant. 

In pJ1nnlq tU growth of the Cor.;r,·.onwealth, we ahould, I beli•ve, proceed 
.ions th followtiaa line a: 

(1) The lndbpenaable principle ol the Commonwealth ii aelt-
1overnr.1 ent for Puerto :Uco in penr.a.nant aaaociation with the . 
United Stat•• on the bull d coi::1r.aon loyalty, common citi11en• 
•hip, mutual dedication to de1.,oc:racy and mutual commitr.1ent 
to freedom. 

(2) The moral a1M1 juridical baab of the Con1monwealth ahould 
be further cl&rWed so aa to eliminate ~"lY po• aible bash for 
Che accu1atio89 which la· m-4 by enar.1ie• and mhguldec! frteada 

• 
0 te ti 1 and Pufl'to Rio , t.i~t ti-ie CommOllW th..;.;;;;;,.o;;..,.;..._:;;.--=::,.~ 

wu not the fit•• eboice of th people of 7uert.o :taco actlna in 
their IOVereiSD capacit y, but W&I tuete~.y & .:lifterent kind of 
colonial azr&QSeu.ient ~ which they conaented. 

(3) The governn~ental power and authority of the Co•nmonwealth 
ahould be co::.-.plete any reaervationa or exceptiona which are 
not an indiapen.able p of the arrangement• for per.-.aanent 
a'· socia.Cion with tile U ted Stat•• abould be eliminated. lv:ttthoda 
~bould be d.9viaed for form• of particlpati~n, appropriate to the 
CorrAmonwealth concept, by the people of Fuerto P..lco on federal 
function• that affect them. 

Certainly, the intereata .of the Ullted 3tatea and of Fuerto Rico wou14 be 
anatly ••rv•d by reaffinnation of our compact ... including the suarant••• 
of permanent a11odation and corlJmon cltiaenahip which practically all • 
Puerto IUcaoa priu deeply -- in a form which will leave no roorn for 
doubt a• to the aovereign capacity of th• people of Fuerto Rico to ;iv• 
a.M receive the•• corn iw•nt•. 

LCO . . 



• It t~ my lnte~on to requeat the .Commonwealth legillature to enact a law 
pmauaa& to which propo1a11 to perfect: the Commonwealth witbill it• &a• 

1ociation with the United State• would be· •ub ~itted to the people of ?uerto 
lUco. · 

It l• my purpo1e &110 to recor.-Ju:en.d that advocate• of both indepen.dence­
and of federated 1tatebood for Puerto Rico abould be afiorded the oppor• 
bmity in the legialation to pre1ent the1e alternatives to the electorate, 
10 that no doubt whatever :clay be entertained either in Puerto Rico, in the 
United States or e11ewhere that the ba1ic United Jtatea principle of •elf· 
detern-Jination baa been thorougbl y carried out. 

This will be a forceful, practical and opportune re:.--.. ~inder of a fundame 
AL-~erican doctrine, and it will provide a bub for another 1reat ayobolic 
and practical forward .-~oven1 in the relationa of the United State• and 
Puerto Rico. I ar..., confident we may rely upon _your 1upport. 

I # f #I I f 

Sincerely your•, 
(•) 

Luis 1','.'.:unos-lvi..arin 

. ' 
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