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Letter dated 17 August 1971 f~om ,the Permanent Representative of Cuba -• 
to the United Natipns addressed td the Secretary-General 

x 
' 

On instructions from the' Revolu~ionary Government of Cuba, ·I have the honour 

to request the inclusion i~ the supplementary list of items for the agenda for 

' the twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly of an item entitled 'IThe colonial 

case of Puerto Rico". 

In accordance with the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, I am 

· sending you herewith an explanatory mem.Orandum. 

71-16175 

,.."'!'··-· · ~ .... ... . 

........ .. \ 
. I" 

(Siglled) Ricardo ALARCON 
Ambassador 1 

Permanent Representative of Cuba 
to the United Nations 

I . 
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institutions. That . argument was invoked by the great Puerto Rican patriot of -

I the time, Eugenio Maria de Hostos: "PUerto Rico is a legal entity and could not 

be stripped· of any of its prerogatives as ·a nation by a war which was not of its 
. I , -

making". In October 1935, ' in a plea before the United States Supreme Court, 
I / ' 

' -
· Pedro Albizu Campos ., leader Of the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico, asserted: 

"The Tr~aty {of Pari~/ is ,null and v~id in so far as it concerns Puerto Rico 0 . 

Spain could not cede Puert,o Rfco because Puerto Rico was not a negotiable entity 1 

(res in commercium). I PUerto Rico became a sover.eign 'nation by virtue of the 

, Charter of Self~Government (Carta Autonomica) which Spairt could not ~mend without 

the consent of Puerto Rico. And the United Stat·es ·'c6uld not agree to the cession 

·of the territory because it ~as obligated to respect the 1 ndependence of Puerto 
-

Rico •••• The feudal concept of international law which , permitted the conquest of 

one nati9n by another through war and retention of the victi m as the p~operty of 
* the victor. , as a possession, must .have been 'dead in the United 'States too". 

12. By virtue · of · an act of imperi alist . plunder the· people of Pu'er~o Rieb l~st 

the autonomy which it had wr~sted from Spain. The territory, which had won 

int ernational recognition 1as a separate legaL entit~ -when it was admitted to 

··universal Postal 'Onio~ 
1

in 1897, openly and._frankly became a conquest of the 
'' 

United States', a coloniiil possession of . the Uri'ited States • 

. ', ·II. ' ' THE PRESENT~ITUATION 
' j 

13. Since 1898, the .'Gov;er~ment in Washingtori has . do~e everything in ito power 

to crush the aspirati'ons of .the Puerto Rican people for' independence and to make 

the island~ a . part of the United States. Its efforts have resulted in total ,, 
and the struggle of ,the Puerto Rican people has become irrepressible, forcing the 

I ' ' , i 
colonial Government to resort to all kinds pf manoeuvres to silence internal 1 

. o; position and int~rnational condemn~tion of t he oppression of PJ erto Ri co. 
\ 
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• 14. Today, United States colonial rule over all aspects of Puerto Rican life is 
' absclute. Puerto Rico is under the lep;islative, judicial and exe,cutive control 

, I' 
of. the United States. The United States Government has exclusive jurisdiction 

-
ov_er all questiops of 9itizenship_, foreign affairs, defence, immj.gration and ~ 

emigration, for.eign trad~, currency, postal service, radio -and television, air 
- • ' Ir 

and 1mari ti~e transport. Decfoions of ,tpe Supreme Court of Pue:r<to Rico can. pe 
overturned by the federal courts of the United States. All the laws adopted by 

.....__ '. 
the Congress of the United ·stat.es ' automatically apply in Puerto Rico. 

15. The United States exercises absolute control pver the economy of Puerto Rico. 
\ \! l ' ). 

American investments in Puerto Rico amount to $1,000 million and, even according 
I" t • ' 

to colopial propag'af!da, yield profits. each year amounting on the ·ave.rage _to 
0 ' n 

' 30 ' per cent of the capital invested. American investments are exempt for all 
. ·~ 

taxes, corporation or -personal taxes, for a period ranging . frqm 12 to 17 yea:r_:s, , 

In that way, Puerto Rico has been converted into a privileged pr~serve for 
;, ) ' ~ ' 

United States monopolies, which use it as a sour~e ,of cheap labour and exploit 
I , 

the national economy., without even being subject tc:i the· rules .and restrictions in 
I , f 

7 ' 

force .in the metropolitan country. For example, ~he average wage of a Puerto Rican 

worker is equivalent to one-third of what an American worker earns and t~e ave~age 
, • ~ I 

income of the inhabitants qf the island is half of what is earned by the citizens · 

of the State of Mississippi, the poorest 'State in the United States. On the other 
I I 

hand, the United States has a monopoly over Puerto Rican trade, forcing ruerto . \ 
I . 

, Rico to depend en~irely on the, United States !narke~ and to carry: all goods imported 

frdm the United States in - ship~ of the United States merchant fleet, which has a 
I 

monopoly over the island's s·hippi
0

ng ; The ~es ~l t is that the average prices of 
. . ' ' I ' , I j' ' ~ ,, ~ ' 

goods and basic necessities are 2S per cent .higher than in New York or other 
.. 

American cities .• 
I I ' 

16. The eff~cts of this situation o~ the living conditions of the people are 
I , I , 

easy to imagine. 
~ 

Ac~ording to ·official statistics, Puerto Rico has 100,000 
~ ' 

unemployed, that 
I • 

is~ 14.3 per cent of 'the labour force. One-third of the 

, population has been forced to emigrate to the .metropolitcn territory of .the 

United States where 
I 

they are subjected ta harassment and discrimination, reduced 
' I ' 

1 to -accepting the hardest ~nd ieast well-paid job$, crowded together in the 

of the big American . cities. 
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I . 

17. , The same statistics1 indicate that, 81. 8 per cent of the population of Puerto 
I ' 

Rico ea;rns U.ess than $3 ,000 a year. In an effo:h to mitigate the effects of the 

poverty cond.itions imposed 'on most of the population of Puerto ~ico, the colonial 
' ' 

regime has established the so'-called sys'tem of "maintenance"' whi,ch consist~ of 
I ' 

the distribution of United States farm surpl~ses to needy families. On 

·9 September 1963, a p~o-American· newspaper published in San Juan, El Mun<!2a, reported 
~ . \ . ' , 

on the first page: "850 ,000 people are living on maintenance': , that is, 
I . , 

approximately 35. per 'cent of the population of Puerto Rico. 
• • • ' f ' ~ 

18. The super-exploita~ion of Puerto 'Rico by the United States may be summed 
' \ 

in the following statement iby Josue de· Castro: "Thus, United States policy 
. ' 
I v I ' 

was one of protectionism for the benefit of an insignificant minority at the 
,. \ 

expense .of the majority 'of the indigenous population, who were forced to make 
- ', * . \ 

the heaviest sacrifices." (Josue de Castro, The Geopolitics of Hunger, Cuban 
I 

edition, p. ' 139). 

19. 
I) 

One of the most brutal '.3-spects of United States colonial rule in Puerto Ri"co 

is the military aspect. Thirteen per cent of the best arable land on the island ' 

is oc·~up!i.ed by a vast network of military bases, including bases with nuclear 

weapons, .which have transformed Puerto R1co into an enormous · military ~rsenal and 
' , 

constitute a pe~manent threat to the' peace and security of its population while 
I • 1 , 

1 

at the same time ensuring military occupation as a means of strengthening colonial 
r. . .· 

control over tpe territory. United States m1litary activity also encompasses 

the island group of Viequ~s and Culebra, which are integral parts of Puerto 
I I l 

' , Ric~n territory. World opinion has been aware of the criminal conduct 'of the 

United States armed forces, which are using the' territory of Culebra as 
I ' 

range for weapons. testing, thus seriously j eopar.di zirig the lives of the people 
\ I " ' ' 

of Culebra, ·who are engaged in a ~igorous battle for the .disma~tling of the 

installati'ons' establisheq on their 'island by the United ~tates Navy. 

\ 

* Provisional translation. 

I . .. 

'' 
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20. Puerto Rico, as . ~ colonial territory, has no armed- forces 1of i~s own. Yet 

Puerto Ricans have been maqe liable · for compulsory milita1y service in~ the arm~d 

forces of the United States. Some 200,000 Puerto Ricans se~ved in the United 

?tates fu'lllYj in the Firs~ World War, 400',000 in the Second World War, and 40 ,000. 
f I 

in the aggression again~t the Democratic People's Republic of Korea in 1950. 

The imposition o~ compulsbry ,military ser~ice on Puerto Ricans · is a crude displ~y 

of colonialism and racism. 
\ \' 

21. ~e n~ber1 of Puerto Ricans , who. have thus been sacrificed to the aggressive , , 
' interests 1 of United States imperi~ism .is proportiona:tely ~reat · ·;r _than the figure 

for
1
citizens 

1

~f the metropol~tan territory of. the United Stat~s itself. · Thus, 

the newspaper El ·Mundo -reported on 22 . May 1967 t~at Puerto Rican casualties in . 
~ 

the war of aggression against Viet-Nam are higher' than those for ,1'8 states -of 
~ 

the United States and the Di$trict of Colombia. 

' I III. ' 1 THE CASE OF PUERTO R+co IN THE UNITED NATIONS : 
; 

\ ' ' I 

22. In 1953 ,1 the General Assembly adopted resolution 748 (VIII) r ·elieving the 

United States of the obligation to submit the reports referred-to in Article 73 e 

of the Charter in the case of tpe Territory bf Puert~ Rico, because the latte~ tlad 
, I , . , , 

achieved: commonwealth status~ "In operative paragraph' 9 of' the resolution~ ' the 
.I 

General Assembly stated the following: 

"The General Assembly 

" I· ••••• 

\ 
"Expresses its assurance that, in accordance with the spirit of th~ 

present resolution~ the ideals embodied in the Charter qf t~e Unite~ Nations, 
the traditions of ,the people of the Unite~ Stat~s of America and the political 
advancement attained by the people of Puerto · Rico, due regard will ' be paid to 

' the will of both the Puerto Rican and American peoples in th~ conduct of their 
relations under th~ir present legal statute, and also in the eventuality 
that either of the parties to the mutually agreed association may desire any 

· , · change in the terms , of this association." 

The resolution was adopted in the Fourth Committee by a narrow majority of 22 > ' 
I I . 

countries in favour, 18 against and 19 abstent1ons. In order to obtain such a 
' . 

majority, the United 'states Government. had not only to exert. all kinds of pressure 

and c8:I'ry out endless diplomat'ic manoeuvres but also to make a pronouncement in the 

General Assembly through .its then representative, Henry Cabot Lodge, who stated· 
'· 

as foilows : ,, 

. ' 
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"I am authorized to say on behalf of the President /of the United State~/ 
that if, -at any time, the Legislative Assembly of Puerto-Rico adopts a 
resolution in favour of more complete or even absolute independence ;1 he will · 
immediately therea~er recommend to Congress that such independence be 
gr~ted. " 1/ · · 1 

- / 

I 
23. In (the 1956 elections ~ the m~jority party ip Puerto Rico (the ;op'far ·. 

Democratic Party) included in its programme a call for great~r self-government for 

the island. That pa~ty having won 1 the elections, the legislature of
1
Puerto ' Rico 

I 

adopted a resolution urging the United States Congress to grant a broader m·ei;i.sure 
\ I . 

, of self'-government to. the Commonwealth. Immediately afterwards, the Resident 
' 

Commissioner for P.uerto Rico in Washington, Dr. , .Ar{tonio Fern6s Isern, introduced 

in the United States Congress a bill incorpor'ating the requests made . by th~ · 

Puerto R~ can leg'islature. Public hearings were held .in Washington on this bill , 
- I 4 < 

I ' 

(known as the Fern6s-Murray Bill), and various executive departments of the 

United States Government (State, Defense and Commerce) submitted memoranda 
/ I 

opposing its adoption.. This wa~ the same .Government (the Government of 
f ' 

' President ThYight Eisenhower) which six years previou~ly had made a "s'olemn promi se'! 

to tM.e Gener.al f!.ssembly of the United Nations. The Fern6s-Murray bill was never 
' adopted. 

' 24. In November~ 1962, the Puerto R,ican legislatur,e adopted a further r .esolution 

requesting the United States Congress to specify what alternatives - based on the 

sovereignty of the people of Puerto Rico - the United :;itates would offe'r '.as a 

final solution to the political status ·of Puert ~ Rico. This resolu~ion was agaiD; , 
\ ' brought beforB the Congress by the .Resident Commissioner for Puerto Rico in 

Washington 'through the introduction ~f a bill in the United .States House of 

Representatives. The bill was considered at public hearings. The opposition of 
' I 

the United States Government was sµch that the bill had ' to be completely r~d~afted, 

. and its only consequence wa9 wthe establishment bf a so-called United Stat~s

Puerto Rican commission o~ the political -status of Puerto Rico. The commission, 

composed of seve; · Americans and ' si~ Puerto Ricans,, submitted ·a report ~ after 
, I I { 

several year's of bureaucrat ic proceedings, recommending that a referendum should 

be held in Pue~to Rico. ' However , the Congress refused to specify what 
' ' 

1f Offi cial Records of the Gen~ral Assembly , Eighth Se·ssion, Plenary· ~ 
Meetings , 1~9th meeting, para. ,66. , 

1 

' ' 1 , 
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time , in.cludinp; the Joint Resolution adopte d by the Congress in 1952 
approving tlte· Ccinst,itution which th~ people p f Puerto Rico had adopted 
pursuant to Public Law 600, can be held to have. resulted in such 
incorporation." · ' 

• Again , 1 in Fons~ca v .. Prann, ' 282 F.2d 153 (1960), another United States Court of 
' 

Appeals , ruled as follows: 
~. 1 

II I I ' I I ' 

But, whatever the actual .status of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico may 
. be in all its details, its present status is certainly not that of a 

State of the United States ,. Nor is it even that of a t 'erritory incorporated 

11 int,o the union. preparatory to statehood; As such the Government of Puerto 
, Rico has such powers as Congress from time to time has seen fit to g ive it." 

26 , In November '1961, the General Assembly established the Special Cbmmi ttee to , ' ' 

, implement the terms of resolution 1514 (XV)". . ,The Specia;t Committee met for the 

first time in March 1962, ~d upon its estao'lisbment ' t~e . first . petition it 
I 

received from any colonial territory .was a document from the Movimiento Pro 
I 

Independencia de Puerto Rica (Puerto Ric&n Pro-Independehc~ Movement), a copy 
I ' -

of which is attached hereto.g/ , 
' I -' 

27. In October 1964 , the Second Co~fe~ence of Heads of State or Government of 

Non-Aligned Countries, held at Cairo, included in its Declaration enti~led 

"Programme for. Peace and International Cp-operation" the following call to the 

'-special Committee 6n decolonization: 

"It draws the attention of the Ad Hoc Decolonization Commission of the 
U~ited Nations to the case of Puerto Rico and calls upon tha+ commission 
to c'onsider the situation df /this territory/ in the light of re.solution 
151:'4 · (XV) of the •United Natio'ns. " 3/ . -

I \ • -

', 

In the r eport of the 'Special Committee to the Generai· Assembly covering its work 

during .1965, the Committee : 
I 

' 
To he circul-ated subsequently as document A/8441/Add.l. 

· A/5763, annex, p. 10. · 

,- . 

< 
I ' 
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I i\ I 

"took due note. . . of the Declaration· adopted by the Conference of Heads of 
State or Government of Non-Aligned C~unti-ies during October 1964 which was 
circulated as a document of · the ' General Assembly (A/5763). · By 'the same 
de'cision the Spe~ial Committee agreed to the Working Group continuing 
consideration of the. quest i on of preparing t 'he list o f 'all ~ther Terri tori es 
which haye not y:t at

1
tained independence'." .lj_/ 

--In the same report, the Special Committee informed the General Assepibly as 

follows: 

I I 
1 "At the 389th meeting on 7 October 196~, the Chairman 0.rew the attention 

of the Special Committee to a letter dated l · October 1965 from the· Minister of ' · 
Foreign Affai~s o1f Ouba whicli, referring to· ihe final communique of the 
Conference of 'Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries held in 
Cairo in . October 1964, requested the inclusion of the question of Puerto Rico 
on the agenda of th'e Special Committee. This letter, was circulat~d as' a 
Committee document (A/Aq.109/144). The r~presentative of the United ~tates 1 

·' 

of America referring to General Assembly resolution 748 (VIII) of 
27 November 1953, protested the circulation ,;or' thiS letter~ Otfing to the 
lack of time the Special Committee · was unable to examine the · r~que1st contained 
in document A/AC.109/144. ' 

; 

!'Subject to any directives 4he General Assembly at its( twentieth ,session 
may wish to give for ' the speedy implementation of the Declaration, the Special 
Committee intends to continue its consideration of the . question ·of the list 
of ·Territories to which the Declaration is applicable." '2._/ . , ' 

I 
I , •I 

29. As the General Assembly, at its twentieth session, approved t~e ' report of the 
\ , I . I 

Special Committee without any special comment, the Comm~ttee correctly assumed 

that its plan t
1
0 con.sider the· ~equests 6f the Cairo Conference and of the 

Mini'ster for Fo~eign Affair~ , of Cuba had the tacit approval of the general , 
I • 

Assembly. · Yet neither the Working ·Group nor the Special Committee took any action 
' ' . , I 

I 

during their meetings in 1966 unt:il -the last moment, despite. the va;ri6us requests 

from PUerto
1

Rican patriotic .organizations for ' inclusion of the question of _Puertd 

Rico in . their age~da. Thus, at the end of itd 1966 ~ession, t he Special Committee 
I 

. appr,oved the following refererlce to the "case of Puerto ,Rico in its report to t ,he 

General Assembly. , ·, 

"Following an exchange of vieWiS on various suggestions, 'i(,?e Worki:µg 
I . • • - • • • . Group agreed that the question of the inclusion of these Territories, namely, 

Puerto Rico and the Comoro Archipelago, required, furt,her detailed study 'and 

,. 
'!±_! 1 A/6900, para • . 62 .. 

2./ Ibid.~ par,as. 65 and 66~ -' 
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. .., 
I 

that, ,in view of the lack of time at this session, it should make such a study 
at an early date during the next ' session of the Special Committee. It further 
agreed that, ' at that time, it would also consider any other Territories 
which might be included in the l'ist of 'all ot{ler Territories which have n,ot ' 
yet attained independence' • ,., 6/ . · 

' -
On 31 ,December ~966, the General Assembly adopted resolution 2189 (XXI),. para~;aph 4 

of Mhich reads as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

II I \ ' 

I 

-"Approves the action taken and envisaged by ·the Special Committee for 
the year ' l967 with respect to the list of Territories· to which the ' 
Declaration applies." 

30. In 1967 the Legislature of Puerto Rico, pre·s sured .by the United States ' 
. , 

Government, agreed to hold· a referendum' to allow Puerto Ri·cans to choose between 

independence, statehood and commonwealth status. · There was no pr~vious agreement 
1

by the United States Congress to accept the maj~rity view emerging from the ·· 
~ , I 

referendum. Nor was· there any d'efinition amplifying the autonomous framework of 
' ' 

commonwealth status so that it conformed to the provisions 'df the United Nations 

resolution on· self-determl:nation: -More than 60,000' American residents of Puerto 
I 

Rico and 1thousands of foreigners . also living on the island and naturalized as 

United States citizens took part as voters in the referendum. Th~ referendum was 

organ'ized· and administered by the, same 'colonial regime 'which adminis{;ers the 
\ • I ~ 

,; . ' 

periodic elections held in Puerto Rico. In view of all t~e .foregoing, all the 

Puerto Rican organizations ih favour . of' independ,en~.e agreed to _boycott '.the 

referendum. On 16 July 1967 they he,ld a mas~ ,rall:Y in San Juan to prot~st 
it. ' This rally · was ·attended PY ,tfe largest crowd ever gather~d toget~er at any 

political meeting in Puerto Rico. 

31. · As part of their campaign of repudiation of the spurious referendum, the 

Puerto Ricans favouring independence appointed a Joint Committee which vi~ited the 

United ij'ations in April 1967. Members of this1 Committee held talks with mo~t of· 

the representatives serving on the Special Committee and r~questedl its Chairman 

and other' member's to -clarify immediately the question of Puerto Rico so as to 

§_/ A/AC.109/L.355, para. 265, point 10. 
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prevent the spurious' referendum from becoming a .fait accompli before the Spe9ial 

Committee examined it. As a result of this move, the Special Committee began 

discussion of the outstanding question 9f the 1nclusion of the case of Puerto Rico 
' I ' 

in its <agenda. ' This discussion took. place at two consecutive meetings of the 

Special Committe~ iri April 1967. At the end of the second of these meetings and 

after four of its members had favoured the inclusion' of the case of Puerto Rico ' and 

four had opposed it, the Committee 'agreed 't6 postpone the discussion sine die. 

Si_nce then, the: Special Committee has not taken- any adtion on the reques·t ' made to it 
' by the Government of Gt~ba, the· Conference of Heads of Sti;i.te or Government. of-

Non-Aligned Countries, and Puerto Rican patriotic organizations. < 

IV. FALSIFICATIONS BY THE UNITED STATES AND THE TRUE STATUS OF 
.PUERTO RICO AS A COLONY OF THE UNITED STATES 

' . ' 32. In 1order to impose on the General Assembly the· adoption of resqlution 

748 (VIII)'· the Unit'ed ?tates Goyer~ent shamefully misrepref:lented the information . 
-

on the true nature of ~vents which had taken place on the island. The resolution 
l , 

was' adopted on ·the assumption. that ,,Puerto Rico ,had conducted a referendum in. which 

the people had .chqsen ·~ new le,g'al sta~us for . the territory. 

33. It suffices to ~nalyse briefly the contents of the spurious referendum and the ' . . - . . 
condi tio11s under' which it ,was' held to understand that, ~ far from constituting an 

' ' 
' l 

expression of ·the right to self-determination, it was a cli·nical manifestation of 
\ ,/ / , • 

1 
I I 

colonialism: &nd the negation of the most elementary ·national ' rights of the Puerto 
( 

Rican people. . . 
' ' ' 

34. 
\ 

Ap?'rt from b~ing· held', under full J]nited States military ~ccupation and in, the 

midst of the most .ferocious repression, with prisons 
. ' 

full of patriots, the ' · 
' >: ' 

so-called referendum ' of 1952 did nqt allow the yot~rs to opt for inde~endence. 
1 

were asked to choose only between the traditional colonial regime which had 
\ 1 " • ' 

existed up to th~t time and a reg.ime of so-called "disguised colonialisrp.", namely, 
I , \ ' I • . f . I• 

the same colonial regime masquer~ding under the fa:J.se title of "commortwealth 

status". 
I I / 

. ' 35. In section II of this memoranaum w~have analysed the present situation in 

Puerto .Ri'co under 'tri,e so-called "commonwealth status", wbicFi is a t;ypic~l case of 

traditiopal colonialism. · We shall now consider how the colon~al leader_s ,th7mselves 
' . 

I . .. 
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:P:r~vent the spurious' refereri'dum rr6m b~coming a fait accom~li before the,. sp~cia1 
" 

~omm:i!ttee examined it. As a ' result of this move, t ·he Special Committee began 

discussion of the outstanding question 9f the inclusion of ihe case of Puerto Rico 
\ 

in its 'agenda. This discussion took place at 'two consecutive meetings of the 
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by the Government of C~ba, the· 'conference of Heads of State or Government. of-
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IV. 
' ' 

FALSIFICATIONS BY THE UNITED STATES AND THE TRUE S~ATUS OF 
.PUERTO RICO AS A COLONY OF THE UNI~ED STATES 

I . 

· 32. In 1 order to impose on the General Assembly the·-adoption of resqJ!ution · 

\ 

to it 

748 (VIII),, the Unit'ed ~tates Goveri;iment shamefull;y misrepre~ented the in.formation . 
-on the true nature of ·events which had taken place on - the island. The resolution 

I , 

was~ adopted on .the assumption. that Puerto Rico ,had conducted a referendum in. which 

the people had .chqsen ~new legal sta~us for . the territory. 

33. It suffices to ~nalyse briefly the contents of the spurious referendum and 

conditions under which it ,was held to understand that, ~ far from constituting an 
'-. 

expressi~n of ·the right to s,elf-determination, it was a cli·nical manifestation of 
\ / / • I f 

colonial~snr a,.nd the negation of the most el~mentary · nat~onal ' righ~s of ~he Puerto 
r 

Rican peopl~. 

' 34. Apart ' from b~ing· held' under full !]nited States military occupation and in1 the 
I 

\ 

midst of the mos"t ferocious repression, with prisons full of patriots, the 
' -· 

so1called . referendum 'of 1952 did not allo~ the yoter~ to opt for, i~deJ:?e~dence. Tlfey 

were asked to , choos~ only be~w~en the , traditiona~ colonia~ regime which had 
' ,, ' , .. . ( 

existed up to th~t time and a regime of so-called,. "disguised colonialisI!l", namely, 
' • j " , \ l ' . f ' 

the same colonial regime masciuerEJ,d~ng under ' the faf.se ti:tle of "cOillfllOiiwe~lth 

status" • ., 
/ 

, ' 35. In section II of this memorandum w~have analysed the present situation in 

Puerto Ri'co under th,e so-called "commonwealth status", whicli is a ~ypical case of 

traditional colonialism. · We shall now consider how the colonial l .eader_s themselves 

/ 
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described the scope of United States Public Law 600 which brought into effect the 

I alread~-men~io~ed changes in the . colonial regime and the Puerto Rican Constit~tion 
1 \ , 'I , / 

of, 1952. ., On l~ July 1949,. during the hearings conducted on this question by the 

United States ~ongress, the then .coronial go~er~or . of Puerto' Rico stated: 
• • ' / ' I I ~ \ I I • I ' 

36. 

"In practice. the. Constitution . will probably be ' very similar, following · 
the basic lines 'of the ·constitution now 'in force by action of Congress. , 

.. In practice, the amount . Of Self-e{OVernment Will rlOt be different• II~ 
I • • . . ' 

I 

Antonio Fern6s Isern, Commissioner of Puerto Rico .to the United States Cohgress, 
' I , • 'I. 

stated: ' , 

"Public Law 600 would 'not alter the poli ti cal, social and economic 
·relations between Puerto Rico and the United States. It would not alter the 

• ewers of sovere i gnty obtained b the United States over Puerto Rico under the 
Treaty of Paris ~ "* i.e. the treaty which converted Puerto Ric,o into a 
United State$ colony.) 

I 

3·7. United States Representative, ·Fred ' L. Dr'awford, ' during the' same hearings, 

stated quite frankly: · 
' ' 

' ' 1' \ 

"Every,one knows that the Federal Relations Law, · as amended by Public 
Law 600, which deals with the matters now being negotiat1d, is still ,in 
force and that. the people of Puerto Rico remain firmly under the supervision 
of Congress and under the provisions qf the Federal Relations Law."* 

'·)t " l 

38. , On 23 J~e 19S3, Senator O.' Mahoney, Chairman bf.I ~h~ I~terior and Insular 
I 

Affairs Committee of the United 9tates ~enate, made , the fo~lowing summary of the 
' . \ 

opinions ,of his Committee on the so-called ·"modifications" introduced into the 

status of Puerto Rico: 

"The Committee has reached the conclusion that the Constituticn operates 
within a very limited spher~. tt conce~ns questicns which relate exclusively 
to the local interests of the people of Puerto Rico. It deals with nothing 
else except the municipal

1

government of Puerto Rico."* 

39. It is not surprising therefore that the United States encountered serious 
I 

difficulties in securin~ the adoption of General Assembly resolution 748 (VIII) by 

such a narrow margin of vot~s although in 1953 the United Natio~s baa only half its
1 

, I 

present membership and at that time colonialism was still dominant in a large part
1 

11 

of the globe. ' 

* Provisional 

I ... 



I I 

. . ) V. CONCLUSION '• 

A/8441 
English ·. 
Page 15 

40.. The peo.pJ:e C?f PUerto Rico, like all peopl,es subjected to ·foreign domination, 

has an inalienable right to independence. The United Nations has promised to 

support all colon:i:al peoples 'striving to attain self-determinat~.on and soverei~nty. · 
1 • ' -

It has the unavoidable duty, if it wishes to respect the principles embodied in 

the Cna~te~ a~d in resolution l514 {XV), to ,take all ,necessary steps to ensure that 
' the people of Puerto Rico also achieve the full · exercise of their nati0nal rights. , 

41. · More than four years have · passed since the Specia~ Committee ' responsible for . \ 

considering the i:mplementatiori of resolution 1514 (XV) discussed, whithout reaching , 

a final dec.ision, the question of Puerto Rico. The struggle, of the Pue"rto Rican 

people for its independence · and national• sovereignty continues apace. The , 
I 

repression ,unleashed by the. imperialist Government of the United Stat~s and the · 
\ 

puppet authorities of Puerto ,Rico against the patriotic elements of the country ' 1 

have escalated to levels of .unspeakable brutality during recent times and · the Puerto 

Rican inde1pendence movement is again demanding the clarification ,ot this important 

question by the United Nations in the light 

December 1960. 

of r~solution 1514 (XV) of. 
I ' 

42. Since the, Special Committee has taken no action, . the General Assembly must 
I 

I 

adopt the ,pertinent decisions in accordance with the anti-colonial attitude of the 

m~jority of its Members. The Revolutionary Government of Cuba· is confident that, 

with the support of' the independent and progressive Members Of the Uni t ·ed N~tions, 
I 

the Organizati~n will assist ' the Puerto Rfoans1 in , tpeir struggle for complete 
' 

national independence and the t ?tal and unconditional liquidation of the colo~ial 

regime whic,h has been imposed ,on their territory. ' 
' I 

'-< 
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