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With President Carter .•veroally · committed to · a 1.on the other hand revisions of the Ford budget 
-fairly general policy of sweetness and light in a · will . be studied Ca.refully · for signs of the new 
·coqtinent ·where both are in· shoit supply, .there ·spirit , supposedly. abr.oad. Congressmen ,and 
:is· .plenty df room for speculation as to what the senators are alsq watching f9r signs of. interfer-
.ne.w· administratiion is actually going: to do. One ·ence in the El Salvador elections, . which take 
.ve:rsion, which surfaCed in Montevideo last. week, place on 20 February (LA X, 43). Congressman 
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pial-Costa Rfoan foreign minister. It fits generally .institutional solution, i.e: coup. However, around 

jfto. the philosophy of the Linowitz rep0rt, but early December of 1976 he began to back Romero 
goes further in suggesting some specific interven~ openly'. Koch went on lo say that 'this allega-
1!ions, .including the removal of Generals Pinochet tion, if true, represents the worst form of meddl~ 
and Banzer, and support for Generals Geisel and ing'. As an earnest of support •for parliamentax:y 
.Widela. Elsewhere, in Latin America, the writer democracy, the Christian Democrat . Napole6n 
·looked)<> fol'" ·the signing· of · a.· new treaty with puarte, ·, who won the1 Salvadorean presidential 
:Panama,;. and · the . normalisation of relations elections (but lost the count) in 19721 and has 
between Cuba and , the United States: since had to live Jin exile in Venezuela, has been 
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,expecting a programme along these lines,· and lunch hosted- by Senator Edward Kennedy and 
1military rulers are falling over each other to dis:. other congressional leaders. · . : , 
play tokens of .· devotion to human rights · and Apart ·from Panama; the principal Carter initia-
democracy; It· is not 'easy to see, however, that any tive with regard to ·Latin America has been· a: vigo-
very fundamental changes are possible -in the im- rous attempt to modify the nuclear agreemep.t 
mediate future. Certainly, a ;.treaty with Panama between West Germany· apd Brazil .. Much to the 
1heads the . agenda · (see , last week's issue), , but .Bra.mi.ans' '. disgust,· .it : .became · clear last .week 
'Carter's top advisers :on ·Latin America do not following Vice:-President . Walter '.Mondale's yjsit 
·know very much about the continent yet, and .to We~tern Europe and Japan that this matt'er 
have not had time to make up their · minds · .would be dealt with trilaterally, with little. refer~ 
what"can be done about the southern cone~ even ence to Brazil. Brazil .is unlikely to enjoy the 'most 
though they would agree with 'the general propo• favoured -nation' treatment .it had1 from Presidents 
sition that it is a : mess~ .. , . . , , . . .1 Johnson and NiXon, and .the• s~caUed ~consulta-
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wanted 'to defuse · what ris becoming an •increas- in the State Deparrt:ment.and the Natfomal Security 
mgly tense situation . among . the .. republics of . the Council · are specialists in . United,, States foreign 
Pacific lcoast', . the writer :was. probably giving 'policy, rather than ·Latin ,Americanists. Thi:; 
trediJt w.liere . none· was . .due: The:fa;ct is .that. the means that the· details ·of the new policy for, the 
administration is likely to de-emphasise military , region. haye not yet .been worked P:Ut. . l,Jn.til . bqd~. 
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News in brief 
;v.;; 

. . . 
Argentina: The power workers' protest over the 
new labour legislation (LA, X, 4 & 5) is continuing 
with employees refusing to work the new extended 
hours. The government has threatened to dock 
fines from their wages. The leaders of other state 
sector unions are awaiting a reply to their request 
for an interview with the labour minister. 

Argentina: La Opini6n's edition of 29 January 
' was seized by security forces before it could be 

distributed, and the paper was forbidden to publish 
on 30 January. Earlier in the month it had 
reprinted an article by a Jesuit priest on the 
violations of human rights in Argentina, but the 
reasons for the latest action are not clear. 
The editor, Jacobo Timmerman, has been invited 
to testify to a congressional committee in 
Washington. 

Argentina and Pero: The Argentine ambassador 
in Lima has, denied reports in the Buenos Aires 
press of plans for a military axis between the two 
countries following a visit by General Roberto 
Vfola, commander-in-chief of the Argentine armed 
forces. President Videla is to visit Peru in March 
or April, and has been officially invited to 
Venezuela. 

Bolivia: The interior ministry has announced that 
10 miners who were i.inprisoned or exiled follow
ing the miners' strike of June 1976 have been 
granted an amnesty, including two who had been 
deported to Chile. · 

Chile and Pero: · Military delegations have been 
exchanging courtesy visits in the frontier cities of 
Tacna and Arica, to give the lie to rumours of 
approaching war between the two countries. In 
Arica, the Chilean military intendent of the 
Tarapaca region, General Hernan Fuenzalida 
Vigar, and the Peruvian commander of the Tacna 
garrison, General Enrique Vegas, said the ·two 
armies were agreed that arms suppliers were re
sponsible for stirring up antagonisms between 
Chile · and Peru. A group of cadetS from the 
Chilean military academy visited Lima at the end 
of January. 

Costa Rica: President Daniel Oduber has come 
out in favour of a new constitution, replaCing the 
1949 one. which he said was out of date and 

incapable of dealing with the growth of the state 
apparatus and the political requirements of public 
administration. 

Dominican Republic: Radhames Trujillo, the son 
of the ex-dictator, has announced his intention of 
running for the presidency in 1978, and confirmed 
that his Movimiento Nacional Progresista would 
take part in the elections of the same year. 

Guatemala: General Romeo Lucas Garcia has 
been replaced as defence minister by army chief 
of staff General Otto Spiegler, who has been 
succeeded by General David Cancinos Barrios. 
Deputy defence minister General Juventino 
G6mez has been replaced by Colonel Guillermo 
Echeverria Vielman. 

· 1111 our other reports 
The economic outlook for the current 
year in Brazil is the main article in this 
week's LATIN AMERICA ECONOMIC REPORT. 

Also featured are the Peruvian govern
ment's modifications to the Comunidad 
Industrial legislation, Colombia's farm aid 
programme, Caricom's latest crisis, Argen
tina's oil plans, and the third Brazilian 
oil exploration risk contract. This week's 
LATIN AMERICA COMMODITIES REPORT 

leads off with the reaction to the United 
States bill to dispose of some of its 
strategic tin stockpile, and also features 
Brazil's cocoa ambitions, .Colombian 
coffee smuggling, Central American coffee 
rust, Brazilian plans for palm oil expan· 
sion and Peruvian wool exports. 

Guyana and Brazil: According to a report in the 
leading Venezuelan daily Er Nacional, eight 
Guyanese soldiers were killed two weeks ago in 
border clashes between Guyanese and Brazilian 
forces in the Roraima area. · 

Uroguay: Despite President Aparicio Mendez's 
insistence shortly after taking office that there 
were no political prisoners -in Uruguay, the 
supreme court last week denied petitions for the 
freeing of 5,000 political and trade union 
prisoners. 
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