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=--1...D,· ~.· ~.' - · ~ - ff _ .-··. ,. ~ ~ ~-·-~rv~ 
CESSATI?N .OF THE TRANSMISSION OF INFORMATION : COMMUNICATION F~OM THE UNITED 

STA'.tES .oF· AMERICA .CONCERNING PUERTO Rico -(A/Ac . 35/1. 121) 

~;i· : .. .;, \'~ . ~·(Ir • . SEARS ·(United States of: America) briefl y summarized the four 

ma.~n-,~~en:ts ··whicli had led to the granting of comruonwealth status to Puerto Rico. 
:.< ... , '.... ·.': .. - . J 

lrt ~ l948~ the Pu.erto · R~ca~ people had held a general election to determine 

tl:l~'"ldna, of ·a.elfpgovernment they wa~ted. The choice before them had been 
' .~:::: ~. :. ~ · · ,:~ l ~ , 

:~~the~ to become a. state of the Union , com:plet.eJy independ7nt or a 

Commqnwea lth associated with the United States. They had chosen the latter 

by.··fin , overwhelming majorityo The second step had been the . submission of .. · . ··' .. 

l egifjllation in Congress to give effect to that .vote. That legislation bad 
·,, . . . .. ~ . . 

become Pubiic Law 600 of the Slst Congress, which authorized the P~erto Rican · 

peopl~ to draft ~he:j.r own constitutiono The third event. had b~en the holding 

of a constitutional convention and the fourth the ratification of the new , ' . ' 

Coristitution by Congress and by the Puerto Rtcan people. ir . .. . 
· '. · An iU"teresting feature of the new Constitution wi:i.s that it had been . ' _,,•;: 

ent~r~d into in the nature · of a compa ct between the American and Puerto Rican 
., . . ; •' . 

peqplea ~ ' That compa.ct could not be amended or abrogated unilaterally by 
. . . ~ . 

~i ~p~.r ·_,party. 
::· •. 

:~,/:)le introduced Mr. Fe:11:l."?.os ~Isern, Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico,· 
. . .... .. t:~ ~ J " 

whq llad represented the Puerto Rican people in the United States Congress for 
J;,!- -~ .. :- • . : . . 

ma~;y, ;reara and was one of the principal architects of the new Constitution • 
... 

,.,r.· '1 

., ~ · ... 

--. 
' ,, 

: M~~ FETI,J.1os-ISEfilL..{Uni ted States of America) said that the 

Coh~'.titution Of the new Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the terms 'o:f the 
~1· •• • • • • 

cp~a~t entered into 'by . the people of Puerto ~ice . and the United States were 

t~e product of tne ·free determinatiqp of the Puerto Rican people. He himself, 
• ·~ • i: • • •· f • • ' ~ • . • • 

aa«Ree:J.¢!.ent •·commissioner, which position he had held by election since 1948, 
·• .. ,;,, .: . ·;-·.'I.\_.~~;:: !--, • • • " .._ .• , •••• •• • • • • 

i1$·d, .. 1;he ·obligation to represent the 'will of the Puerto Rican people e He had 
'J • ·" { . • • • 

~h~· }?.Oriour, ·at" tl;te ·:present time , to represent the Government of the United 
_:\t-~·:> {"~:."·.· • ~ .. ~. ,_" ' :· . j • • • • • • • 

>t~tee in ,the Committee ~ an ,,indication of the profoundly democratic reality 
;,-·i., "( ', ;": ._ . "' ' , , 'J; ; \ , ,r: ,·:."t , : I ( • ' • • _• : • • , .~ . 

)£' ',the relationa,.betw~en the United States and Puerto Rico. 

:· '. .< J.le .. eumma~~~d .. b~~efly ~he his tor; of Puer to Rico before the Spanish Cr.own 
, . . ·. • ' : . '··, ~ . I . ' ' 

" 

~if~:i~::~e.d its . foy~r~.~~r:ity oyer thl is/land to the United ~tste~ ~der the . ._., ._ , . 

~'1:t.4.,,. ~t. .. Pa~1S,;·~ ,9.£ ~B?9..~ ,:,}~ ,,_19,00, C!ngreas had e~~t~d a prov_!a :i:onai __ ·_· -----------"""""'-,..... 
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' ' .· ' : ... ·>·>>'.:.,--;'. ·,.'.;,;·) . .. ~"\ .. ~:::~;: 
charter ·or government for Puerto Ricoi, a.e'terznin.1.ng the 1a~d''£f ·~olft;!c~l" · : . . · '.:' .; 

. . . ·: 

and econoni.ic relations Vith the United Sta.tea. A government"'liltd been . ,. -~f:~~;~~ 
eetabliahed to deal w1 th intarnal affaira D ¥rh11e the Uiµ.ted States Government··.: ·;:, 

. ,':". : .· 

had. functioned in. Puerto Rico in the same t<-a.y ae iti several '. ata.tes . of the . :_: .. ;/ ,: 
Union according to the . fcde:tal ·system of governi'n.ent.. 

. . r,. · ~\~~r;. .. ·. · 
the executive power and the heads of executiv~ departments of .the. Puerto ; . 

, ' L ,• : 1~~ i.:.t~ ,.- ~'.·:~·: ~ ;~ 
Rican .Government had been ap_pointed by .the Preoiden.t i:;f ·the U11tt~d .States. J;: _:':·'.':~:'.;:; 

. . . ;: .. . ,. . ~~· . 
Local legislative .powc;.·re had; been. veoted. .1n tho logf~la"tiive asr:e.mbly- conaiat:tJJS.".' .. 
of an Executive Council ap:poii'l'tecl by ·lih'e Proaid.en.t arid o. Ho@e. ·~f :~e1e~te-&1\1~t\~:,~ 

. . ; ' . ' -·. : . \. : ·: ·· . :'· ; ; , ':?~;~~;'\~ 1.~':..1 .... ~. 

elected by the people e The ~ j1:tst:l.ceo. of I ~he St.]?!!OL!e Cotfrt. ·Of .Puerto Rico:_~. !f; !:< 
had.- .been ap:po1nted oy the President- with tho oor..sent or · tho .. s,~·ria~e;-. '1h1ie.,!:~4~~: . 

• ;-. ' • \."' ,.,o: . ,..... I ,'.:-Jl)o,: "- - J 

of the . lower· courts had been either · a.;::rpo;into:i by · the Governor. or.~· electeQ. : by . ·;.'.\t:i:·'i~\~ · 

. 
.=." : .\' • ~ ·. . . .. ~,;~ __ ' ~~. !~.:~.>~~~-;~~-- i~.· :;, 

the ~ople. :· . ' "'.:i< · ,;':~· .-. .... .. .. , .,:::r .. ~:-.%· 
>• • , • ~ ' •" I• l. ' · "'' i°, • ,, ~"• ' i ~ !· ~ .... ~· :···.( 

The ·organic law had also pr;)vided. for the election of a B~?iident ... ._· .... ,,y'..::<<·: "" 
. ' . . :-···. ~· ', ~ .·1·,~ .· . - ': -~· ·(· ~: .·~-~:; ·· /''· ~ 

Commieaioner to the Uni tea. Ste.tes / to whoin the . House o:f" Bepreseri;·ta.ti ves ·h~~t -~ . .';(." ·: 
• •• • • ·: • , • ; :... • ~ J. • ..: ... '"1_ .. .- • • • . .• ... • ·-·n:.o:1-·· · ~ ·· 
subsequently granted all t.he pr:!. v:..J.egea of membership in. ·that .. bod,,i exqeirti, ':~~~A:~~t· ':. 

;;": ... . . ~ . . . . - ··.f· . J • • , · ·: . . · . ·;. ~- ... ·; ... ·~'I!~ =- .;~{.·~,~\'.. 
right .to ·vote. · -The fohabitants of the :tsL~nd had. been declared, .. citJ.ze~ Qf:~:<~~;'~.' . .:> 

. .. . . :. ' - . . .·: .;_ ... : ... ... ,.:· ... ~t·;~,ti.:'. ~ -~; . 
Puerto Rico with the r!ght ·or protection. by. the United. States. :' 'Free - tx~'li't':I:iria:'" 

· a c.:~ori monetary syatem ·had 'been estrtu11011~d and fcifor~1 iawsi ·'witli tha :< .. ,1;~::rA:-":<~<· 
, • r I _. :- '' • • , ; '. , •t • : • " ~·;• ' : I : ; \ i"-'' . ;,;. :~;·,·· .. ~:"},•I ~'. • ~ 

exception of tax ·,laws, had b.een dcclal'ed. .'.).:plJllceble to Puer.to:.B10.o as ·~ ·.:· th~.B)J.\ : 

Un1~cl s'ta.tes .. .. UMe:i." a · e~;iee of .COn(';'e£3siorVi,l en~6tmonts';: ' Pir~tt6 :n1¢'&·:;,~a:.~:!~·:~Jq 
. I ···. . . . · .. ... . .. . , .···.. . ·· ·,. /":· .. ~: .. : .... ( ;~: t' ~.: · - ~ ... :,. · jj~!r<- .~!r*~:r1··~· ... 

progressed gra.dua:Uy towards s~lf-goverrunen:t;, its legislative .~~er exe~·~;Lv~ -.;~i\·(~~:· 
•· . . . . " . . . · ' . { ,,,, .. ' .· 

branches being whoJ~ly 1n ~ho hanclD of offic'ials elec·Ged. by th~.;;~hlffe.r~~! ~~:9~·\-.~'.f.~~~.~; 
peopl~, by' 1948~ '· '. P.u~rto RicaiW' haa. ):ee~ ·bft~J~cffil of. the '.: uU.f.t6~::st~1~~5~~~:~i~r~ 
Th~ :P~e~iderit .. of . the . uni tecl: states had retai~~ · 't'he::'i?i:>::~r , t§ :;~~~'()~#t:~~ .i~~~·i~~~f~ 

.. ' " ~~: • • . • • • · - • .. : •• 4, ;. • . ~. - • . • .. : •·. ·. . . .. .. ,: ·· _. ,':· .. •• .. , : • !.. ... :. ... ,.~·'· r · .. · fr' . ~·. ?: ... ~~~ ... f.:{c:. ··~;· ~~~: .'~_~; J:.:f:.i.~·~· 1 
the Supreme Conrt of Pu~rto Rico and the · Auditor~ · .. , . ._, .:·" . · .. ·: '.\'· ":;;.·~ . ;:'_; ;'.'.~.:-:~.:fi.t.P:· 

• . ~ . . . ... ,. . fl. :' ; ; ';~· ·~1~ .. - , ·, .\i~J'i .... ~~!f-r..; .. :'f.'..~ 

DUring tha. t. progresoi ve ci-eve lopment of · the political systef41 a" loris' de)W~$e:> 
had 1H~en . t.aki~g place ~on~erning various J('rmula[:l · of po ii ticai-. ~-ia tua.. :::.;:}f ~:'~ :. : :· .. 
obvious : that the Puerto Rican people wished fol:' a form o:f f'Ull. eel:t'•sqve~nto ... 

. . . . . .. . . J . . ~- ·. . . '-; ;:ri~ . -~~ n:.-:: \ J,..: ..i. 

In 19.401 ;· the Popular Demo6ra.t1c Party had., wen the elecq .ons . M.4- . ~cl.J~~r~»~~t,i~d. 

. 1nerea~1ng aup~ort. 
1 

tn · 1 t~ ' eari; '. ciays .· iri riowerj . :t't ':h~d tilk~~ - 1tlie · ,vf~w· ."ib~~~~,'.~li~· 
de'b~te· on' J?olit1cal statue should. be eet 'aoia.e and. tha't 'act16~·: e:h~tiia' 'b~ .. ~>\ '?,;:.~:/:',, ,-.•: 

. . .. , .. . 

oone~nti:-ateci on the. a61ution of pressing economic and aociai problema; thtlf3 " .·i .. · 

~ 1940 and 1944 ·the Party h8.d laid. the foundations ·for a "p~sit~ve ~c~~c· 
~ eoe1al development of Puerto Rico. The question of the 1sland. 11 s poli~c~l -_,:.':" 

•• •: .... ' >"t_ .. ;> !".:.'• 
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1~tus ha~ng been -.reopened in 19'+4; .. t"OOSidaration had been given to a plebiscite 

Jfte:ring,·the people.;,tbe opportunity: to vote .on several alternatiws~ By 191t.~i .. ·~·;~;:.. 
the t~eE,t ' .. l?a~ic, al terna tivea; . ooeh p:reaenW.d by. -~ different poli tica1 party~. ~d •.. 

'!. . . · ; • 

;)e~, ,preaented .t9 the e~otarate at the poll~o .. 
).,. The .. ~owlar Democratic Party. had ad.vooated the eatablishment of a. 

. . . . . . . . ' 

'o~nw~~;t·th linked to the United ' stsi~s by pollt1cal and. ~con~o ,ties considered 

JYJ.the fa·i;ty. .. ,tqbe :ea.eential to :!;he eco~c . elf~~e . and eec~i't;y , of ?.uert·~ R~co.· 
'. ' ' • / . .. 1~ . . 

\:J~oal4·t1pn of_. :par;ies had ·':ti:woured. the ndmisaion .. of .Puerto lUco 1n "the Federal 

~~~-'.a·a .- ;:. ~tate. :· 1' .. The thc'i. ;recentl.y organized- Indep~nfl:ence :P(lrty .. bad proposed. -

co~te,~ ~epar~t1on from. tho Uni tecJ, S1io tea. and the · eQ~li1;3hment of an intiepe~ent 
rep~b{i~~";;/ l~ .the :l948 ·elections ~he popular Demooratiq . Part~ had obtaine~ , .. . . : . 

392:;,:i~ Yo'l;es,..~the ·:,c~alitlon 182,977 votes anti the InCi.ep~nden~e Party 65,351· votes. 
T~e: . P~~:P~ . ~f Puerto Rico ha4, . . reaffirmed their dec;1s1on ~ a ,.series of r~f~renda .. 
heli:·:,dlll"ins .the p~riod when ·~h~ new Oonetitution Jae b~lng drafts~ .anP. adopt~d . . 

·",. · ~ . . . . .. 

ahtt;, 1.h ,:;the ;.geneX'al election held in November .. 1952 after the establishment of .a. :. 
• ) ' . • • ' ·, I ~:· • ' • ' ' •• '' I • • • 

com6rr.i~altho· :, In·-that election, the Popular :Oemooratic Party had obta1ne,c1. . 

~3lj.~~':vO:tea=, · .. tl1E1):l~ependence Party l2qp228 v.otae and the Statehoo~ and:,:· .· :,1 . > 
-~~~.~~st. ,Part:ie.e, :formerly t~ coali~ion, .a total of lW ,310 votea" . .. ""·',,,: .. . . -, ~~·;: 
.:·, · ;~~~;tc:~1hi950, .. : the ~-~es.~d.en.t.Commiseloner of ?uerto Rico had i?:ltr~auced. .:a bj,ll 1n 
·:·· · .. : ~t.·; \:,- ·t •' .,, . . ' . . .. 

. ·t~.>Utlited,.States "Holise of Representatives for the establishment cf" .. a COJ'llPlO.nl<.l~a:J;.th. 
-,~~1,:~~.': -. ·, ,.'f).' ' ·. . .· . .· . . .,. . ' · -.. ; •. , · ·,. ·; ·~ 

:~1·t.~e·-ha4 .been adopted. by Congress ·as Publio 14-w 600 in tne form qf a ... ..... , 

.Q~~t; ~to .1'e · ;·Eliibm1t~d ·to ·the :peopl~ .. of. Pµerto Rico for approval o,r r~j~oti9it• ., . 
,,,:. · i ·· ·~~ :.· :!. ..... . • . ~:. . l-. ··, .·• ' . ' . • . ' · · ,•' .,. : ' • •. . • ~. 

(~™~~:~ ·')seriea '.·o.:f' · ppl1tioal debates in·J;uer:to Bi~o , ~which. all. p~l:t!:iiot\l ~~~.ies 

. ·' ,j 

;.;-'-j; r~.: · . '(: : -~ _.:, .. . ~-:· . : . . -~~ ... . .. · ~ . ·- . . . . .. : . ·. .. . . 

),11.ad'~~~ken ;:·~,~:*ct.$.ve 'part. and in>wh1ch· :all. ~ points ·:of- view had been ,freely . eX1Jressed1 · 
~~ ... 0~ ... ;;· -.... ~ ·~""· ·· . _:. ·..::.~' .. ~ ~ '-· .. . ·-:;' . . ,· . . .· .. ' .. ' . .• . 

{~:~~~).erysuirts;. r~f~rt'raum. · ~87 6016 votes ·-Md. been cast :tn f'a.vqur · or. the e~m:Pa.o~. , . 
·~u<)i9;16~- \~6tea aStiinat.,· .. ·: · ·,. · · · . .. · ·. . .. 
°.i~l;.t. "\""~'"'-~; . • 1 _, : .< ~- ~ • \. •• 

·:r?::~)~ ;:1·tn ecoordanoe:· ... \d,th' t'.J.::i n:rooetltire ' laid dmm. in the , oom.pa~t, delegates. had ·.' . 
ff..;:,~r~f)\ \t?~ .. ,. .. :: . . . '.;::: .·.:( . .::: ::~ .4,. . • - • • • . .•. ~ • 

'~t~, ;~.~e? · ~~.~ot~g-t.~~ , the C ·:~Atit\ltib~l· ,Conv~ntion of P;uerto .. R:1-c~. ·. . ~~ . . _ -
t::-; ,. ;• _, !;.• ' '· :,.;, ', -. • -~·, '!,\' ,•t •·.·: !• " :.'' ' ~ ... .. ~ • ' . 

0
.' I • • I !-

0 
', , ' 

li~:~~:i~i9f.l~~;,,~~.;~~,era luit;· repr~e~:tied '· three. of'· ! the ;lsle.rul e. ,::f<:>~ · .. poli_tical 
'" ,J:>,.,""'J?.:s., • t·1. ~-~ P • ,l ~''\:,-. t?__,. j°'>' (•>' :.i A·• .'.'::l-. . ~ > < ' ' ' 

f
'..~~~~~·; <t~t,~~p.~~~~?:~,e ~t!?',. '.~itlB ref~ained f.rom:Xl(Jminatµis· : · , . ;. ':,' ~ .: : . : ... . _' ' -~. 
~i~. ~~tfa;t;',~~?tf.~~<~ei~b~a:~16~ ':1~6~ tqu~ mo. ntbs.8 ·"., the ~onven~,ion ~~ : ad~p~d 
!!It'~~- ~ ~ . .. . , ., • . ,.·: .... . . . ••• . (,\' . 'l. . • ·~ . • • 

, i~p:~t~tt\ttt~ :[tot'_PJ.'$~ ·q .Rico, wh·ieh~· ,_lfk:ev.iae: in. conf.onp.1 ty "wi ~·_the <?ompao~ , 

, ~·~~;~~iri.-~h~~t~a/.,~~ ~· ·tii~.·~··~sopt~ -~_: ~· · ~ere~end.um);> . it. ~d:. be~n .. r~i#if~f'.4 . by . ~:· ·~ 
~g~~b£'.'.~a1.31~59~ ·~,¥:'t~v~~" ~d 82,~77. ~gai~t· The .Conatj.tution had. .then b~~ri . . . 

= ;~~d.u~a. 'iri_.,,tli/;.RPbetf'.of' Representatives) receiving :the. aJ?.Prova.1 of Congress ..... :: 

t0~~~J~~~·}~~~:iQ.:~/;'.J.~;.~ .. ·k. ·.:~.:._,::.~.;;::.;:,A _.·. · ...... ,"" . -:·., -.. ' ' . . . . . . . ·:· . . .... , 
- "l ~ - · , c~ • 0 ,;• 0 "'• • ", ,.. , " 0 •• "/" ·'..'< .. , .. ·:· ~<'~~~t.· 
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,-~nd being.eiiSUed by the Pi·eoid<:Lt of the U:i1ted States on 3 July 1952. . .:\~~ 
~'J.1.e~upon, the compact and the Cons·b1t1on h>wing been approved· both by the · · 1~ 

~ :,'.}:\! 
r:unc:~eas of the United Stateo and by the :people of Pue:rto Rico, the Governor o ;~:i: 

?~.i.ei"cO Rico proclaimed. the Co:ist1 tution to b3 1n effect on 25 July 19520 ,. .;''. 

The pr~ulllble to the Constitution stated Vi.a.t the paople of Puerto Rico .. '; ~·:pi . . . ·; ·W; 
b·::..d eatab::.1s!1ed that instrument for the Commoow.:.alth :in order to .organ1ze .· >~t~ 

t'homselvee :politically on a fully democratic bac-ia, to promote the general .· J.i~ 
'~·:, ; ~ - ·y 

valf'are and to secure complete enjoym'.)nt of human riehtso The Const1t11tion .. . .)J.~ 

1:.e.d. been adopted 1n botb S~sh and English and the ~paniah ·expression used - a~i''.'{~ 
. . . ,· ·;. s.. 

£..1. equ~V'lller.::. to the Engliah word 11Commonweal th" was Eatado Libre Aeociado. · Tlle:~ , t~~ 

def'initions· of' t.he 'W'ord "Connn~nwealth'·' approved by the Constitutional' Conventio~ ?] 
't."SZ-0 " ••• a state ••• in w!iioh political pover resides ultimately 1n the :people~·~¥}.~; 

. ·.M 
hence a free state, but on0 w!lich ia at the same time linked to a broader '· _i · f~.i:~ 

. ··:ii. It 
:pol1 ti cal system in a f ed0ra.l or other tYIJe of asaocia ti on and therefore doe.e ;:: .;·Wi 

. ~ .. "'"' 
not have an independent a..-id. separate exi:::ito~ce" and. 11 

e ... a state l1h1ch is .fia/:~;,~1 
. . - - ~ l 

ol' superior authority in the nn.nagoment of 1 ti3 o"m. local affairs but l~hich . is ,~ ·~~~ 

linked to the United Sm tee oi' ]l!,jer1ca and hence' is a part of i ta political . ey¢·" ,,-;,_ 

1n a :nmmer compat1bla uith its fed.eral structureo 11 
. >'~\\;~1 

' .. :·,,t~'~ 
The Constitution :proclaimed the creation of the Cono:.onwea.J.th of Puerto Ri~ 

. . " : " ~ 
't~hose political powr emanates from the people , that power to be exer·Jts~:i . ~.ri'.;\ 

. . ' '·~ .. f~·· 
accordance with the will of t.'1e people Within the terms · of the compact. The · ,,·':::z~ 

.:.\J 
Conati tution went on to declare that the Government of the island ws to be . · . . '' ·~: 

nrc;iubllcan in formtw."'l.d th::i.t its legislative, judicial and. executive branchee , \f'if~~:; 
. ''·)~ 

;-:t:)Or:l:i?'.'.ate to th~ aov~re!:;:;.1ty of tho people., The :political authority Qf .tq::.,.':
1
; 

lic::m:uc:::1wcalt:':l extena.ed t::l t:1e I.::;lc::id. of Puerto Rico and to the adjacent island.a o;·~;: 
'\.71 ti1::.n ~ts jurisd.iot:!.~-:i.. T:18 Cc::i.eti tu ti on contained a bill of rights, gen~rOJ.,:?i~;_ 

. . .._: ':I.~~ ·, 

2.nd tr2-nsit~ry p:-.."'o\""laiu.:~:3 b:ci p:;:ovisiona concerning its amenclmont, a. p:roc,ei:;~? : !II:~· 

~~!:.ich tha wil:L of "'u...'le people, consulted in a referendum, v.as final, .. :;. · ·~:·*~· 
·;·iiti!. 25 July 1952, the government of the island had been baaed on~-a , Cna1.'~ff.' 

- . I t. ~---v.:..):;\ 

0,r.i:int.ed. ·by the United. States Congress and the structure of the governmental'. ::>,. :/fi· 
"_nst:i.'Glitione of Puerto Bico, although undeniably republican in pattern,· had .. " -' ;!, 
·~!; r1wad. · f:~cm i:.n organic :..:Jv enacted by Congresa. The :People of the isla~d. .... . <_ 
.. ::1 ~ ·1.·.: . ~e\'1. a. chief executive and. the entire legislative body, but the justices: \:~; 

-;: ! ~/ 

.... _.;.!. \:;' 

; .· ... ~~\?' 
• '< . • .$,, ~"! ~ 
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r the· Supreme Court -~mci the Audi tor had. been a:ppoin~d b? the President of' the 

li~ed Smtes. Moreo~r1 und.er the o:rga~1c ia CoDsres~ had had the pO'lter . 
·, . . .. ·. . . . . 

) ar~ul laws adopted by the Puerto I3~can 1eg:1sla'tureo In the 'oaae of a law 

~lils .. vetoed by the Governor, its re-adoption by a -two .. thirde vote ·or the 

:Jgiala.ture could not have superseded the 'V'etoi. the 'final decision remaining With 
he President of the United States • . -. ... . . 

... r . - .. 

· '"That .. _J?oJAtical ·a1tuatiori had. changed fundamentally on the achievement of 
'> ..••. : . . . 

u1i:: self-govermnent under the Cons'l:;1 tUtion a~d the compact. . The 'tnaia of . . . 

o1~~ic!tl · rela:i;:toiWnip ha.d been chane;erl : to that of :voluntary aeso~iation a.nd any. 

embl.anoe· or a 001on1a1 relationship l'laa been eliminated,. The Juriea.1ct1cin or 
·he ,'·Fea;;~al Government ·wa ·now based on a bilateral compact freelY ·entered into 
. ~ .. ·e. . . - . . 

Y both'. :partiesa The new (3tate had been created by the vill ·of· the peo:plei in 

;he . exercise of their na turai rights' :'and the limi ta t:tona to the soverej,.gnty of 

:Ji&: Co~nwealth 't·Tere··. thcee o,greed to by its inhab1 tantEJ. · . 

'<-!i" w~s noteworthy :1.n that connexion that the system of tariff'.:.·free trade 
• ,4· 

>etween the united .states encl Puerto Rico, established in 19001 rellJ8ined in · 

;iff~ct uncler the· terms of' the compact:; since free trade 'Wa.S essential to the 

!~~ts economic life. . Similarly, the people of Puerto Rico .who were citizens · ,(: 

Qf. :~ tiiJ~co~onWeal th c~n tinued , to be ci t1zena of the United Sta tea / t-11 th free· access ."~-~; 
to,,#: full fr~e1°".' 'or niivement in the entire, country, That provision was '}': 
0x~ly _important to PueI'to Ricans already residing in the United Sta tee / since · -·?l· ~p 

i~; ~~i;,,dlrat~cally ,1nc6rporete'1 them into the political life of the oowitry and €!five : ,ii 
~ the ·right. to: vote in all elections simply by virtue of their residenee and. t/ 

.S''.~~r~gat1~e ,'of ~11' citizen~hip. . , . •: : 'f,~.: 
·. :. ~:.· Too poli ticai ' ·development of· l'uerto Bi co i n.dica ted t.ha ·f the Puerto Rica.n · , f~ 
;~~~i~ · had worked.· qUt a free p dell1.oc;~t~c and fully self~soveming Way of . life in . . .. ; .. ~ ~~ 
"i.:; ,. ~:,f-<:.1\· .. · ,: . \~·h· . ··', _ ... ,.. . . •\• .. f~i 
~DY: With th~1r ·; :geographical, · de?nOgraphic, economic: and cultural circumatanceao j),~ 

;~~~~;!Mt;~~n;~ff:;:~t~::;:a t~:~n~=aF:::~ :1::~f =the "";:'.}J 
.,~~~~:Ji · ~~~st: · inSte~d/,.. a __ oommon'Wealtl:i 'had. been created. wooe relations Vith ~e .... ,.:·;. .. ; .. _:.:; .. :~:.:,:,_~ 
)]Ji1 ~, Stat~ti:-:WeetlY ·i?~r:::. : : .~:ciled · those existing. w1 thin the :f'ed.eral, syatem.9 wile .. ,. -·.: 

~~ i~' ',~fu:;pted 't;;, ri;erto R 1 o,;, c 1rolllniitencea, amt 1 ta aovere 1gnty' """ rOUe:hlY ' , , . ;. >if:~ 
1~:¥ah1_~e~t t~(~t.i;tjf ,· 4 -.:~tate of'· the U~1bn," except that 1n .. the matter of tA~tion, 
~~lii~b~ in"a st.at.i, W~ti oharea· between the reaoral end st.atO sovemments, PUMto Rico "·,,:_,·~·;····.t_.,} .. ;..it_;;I 
~::~nJoyed ~Olll.plete i-1sca1 aut~n~. Thus the elected legislature of l'uertd Ilioo ,, , 
i(•·; .. ''1:( ........ . ' · :} . . . .,,;(/ ··f,· 

""'-' ·~..._ .... _ _, ,,..,."'"_.:;,;,,..: +:" 1..av 'd""1n the isl.mid' li ... ec~om1o and. aooial polioi~~· . :! .. , · '.1 :"~; :' .,''"i:~{,~J;' 
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Internal commerce bad forro~rzy bee~ ~Ubject to any . liaj.t~tions which the . '.:~,, 
' . . " . ' , \· . ' . . . ·. ' . ' ~;; ~. ·: .. '•. 

United States Congress might have piaq~d·ion· it, but;. now the.'"Puerto Rica.n :·~ople'. · 

had ft.ill .Jurisdiction over j.t) ~ch ~tc~·stp,te of , th~ , trnion . .. '"u~ike the .. .. · 

situation. in t he ste.:tes, .however, no ~ber ~f any . of ._~the . thr~·e branch~!?" of. · .. .. .:: 

government was subject to or appointed by any, other po~e:t" · than t~at : of ,the ~el1;p; 
.. 

Rican people in accordance with the laws and constitution · ot,''/the commonwealt~. , : 

The Governor 1 elected by the people.J O.J?PO~~ted t~e memb~:r.~ . o~f' hts' cabinet~(:;,,.:_;, 
with the advice and consent of the CQIIlillOnwealth Senate. The Audi tor, form~riy .. - _ 

. •,. . . . . . .... -:· ~\- · 

appointed by the President, was now replaced by a Controller ~ppointed. by ·thfi:.: ;;,.,,\'. . 
. . . .. . . ! . ~ • ""' .. • ·, . -~ . ·rr· 

· ·:Gov:ernor: :~th the .advire! and consent Of, both b~~es and .respqnsible only to\,~~;t ... ·· 
: ·x~gislative branch • . ·. The justices of the Supreme Court and the l0wer couri; :t:"{,;~ ~ .. ~,; '. 

. . ' - ·.~ ' .. :'il-;1 •'.~ . ·· 7 

.judges were appointed by the Governor with the _advice and consent· of the : Se~t-~;. : 
... . . . ·: . ~ . r: -. ,. 

The judicial system of Puerto Rico , . much l:ike t .ha.t of the states; ri~s . --.: ); . ; ~ :'.~; 

integrated into the federal ·judicial system, and the United States .. ~up re.me, ::qotu;-t .. ;, 
', .; • • ,·I ' ' 

was the final instance of appeal. The Pu~rto Rican Supreme Court; . like State >:. 
' . '· · . ·t·· ·, 

Supreme Courts, interpreted the Constitution and laws .of Puerto Rico. ..."*' . 

In accordance .J.Jith the . C:mstitution, the . Legislat;.ive Ass.embly .had power:. ;t9;,.>:'. 
enact provisions coneernins the flag, coat of arms end anthem of the 

Commonwealth. 

Explaining the :political situation_ in Puer~o Rico, he said that the Pu~~t:? : 
Rican Independence Party had opposed the coriipact, nominated no candidate a :for x· ~ .' .. 

. . . ·=··.\ ;:'" .. ·.· 

~he eonst itutional convention., and opposed ratifi~ation ·of the Constitution; . ~d . 
. . . .· .. · ~ 

_still interpreted the :present status of P:uerto Rico differently from the ·majori,ti -
of the people. · The Party had pressed its views during the consiituti<,>nal· >'.:· "'., ~>~ 
discussion and during the November 1952 elections, the re suits of which h,~~ : .. (<~'. >-
already been ment~o~ed. In its opinion, Puerto Rico w~.s still subject to ·t~~-: .. ,, :._"~~--
. . . ' ' ,. . ,. ~ .t/ ~ ~ ~ .. 1~. 
United States Congress and. not self0 governing. It claimed, that Public Law ': 609 .> . 

. • •· , , • • t • . ' \I ' :' \ ,, ;: .. ;~. ~ ' ·~ ·, ," 

of 1950 had not recognizecl. Puerto Rico's right to form a constituti<;>n, but :.?nlY "'. .. 
. ·• . . . ~ . . ~- ·- .. . -~· .,·'!'· .. i . ·->' 

to propose amendments to the existing organic ~w; tha.t the present Constitut'io)l 
. . ~ . . ". : .. . h ~.'. ~ ) .· 

was itself an aot · of ... Congress and a colon~al ~ocument not gr~~ing any., rEl_~; ,/·:\.:h .. 
power; _ that there ·wa.a no basic chan(te of relationship between Puerto Rico 'and··<. 
the Untt~d States; .. and that for those and similar reas~ns the United sta:tes //:.~~, · 

• ' "· . ·~': 

should ,continue to submit information under Article 73 ('e) of ,the Cberi;er..~ .. · ; .. ·,: .,,,., · 
• i. • ,,. ,., • /· .;~· .. • . 

I • ~·.~I • , , • 
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,'::::~a.t ::point of :view, wl:lich Wfl.S contrary to tbe position of the United Gtates 
~ · · ::,15:/' ' . ' 

Gov~rtu:aoz+t 1 . ha4 been decisively rejected by tbe Puerto nican people in th8 

r~~erend.e and eiecticns held since 1948 . 
.. . ·.,~· .. ' . •: ' ;r.. -· - . . . . • 

~· ~" 1';''. ·~ ll).ro.; ··o{n,eJ;t .. · mi~or:L~y parties, · polling l07 ,ooo votes in all in the 1952 
!.~· .· :. ~ ;"·':; ' ~ . ~. ' . ,::· . . . . ' " .. 

~l~ctio,~e, '\.00.voc~~ed.: ' ~ftill · memberohip, .. ~s a state of tlle Fcde:tal,. Uz:iioI;' 1 . but did . 

not· .1'4\).~dtion .,the fact .·: tlie:!; Pue:r.·:;o Rico had . achievad self-government. Accordingly, 
. ..... ;. ·.~· :. . ·,· . . ·. .. . 

the .Unite·d States· .. decisio::i t.o cease to tt~a.ns.mit information had the support of' 

~~ .p~·~ ·· e.efit q:e ·'tlle Pue~to l1ico.u elec-tor ate. 
' ' 

.. .<~,, Puerto Rico had attai?J.l;.)d f'uU tnte~nal self-government in :political, 

eeono~.c./ soci.al end cultur4 affairs 1 and tbe:i:-e were no minority groups that 

had ··:re·ached. a position of ·economic . :privilege . ty virtue of exte:cc.al euthori ty. 
1 ••• • 

.; :J~e:i;to lU,c.o h{ld a lone democratic trn.dition, which, combined with the 

ptotrisions of the ·~lectoral ls.w 1 enoured the full expression of ' the peo_ple rs 

1:1.ill ·.tfi:rough sec:i;-e.t, universal suffrage. By tradition the electoral law was 
''· 

,.a;me~µed' only with . the .approval of -all · registered :political parties . 

. ~':·;i''."" ~,...Tlie . orge.nizettion of political p~rties W/lS protected by la,w; in 191~7, for; 
.. : .... \:' •\·';•'. .· . . 

· $~J;e, the le.gislatu::-e had liberalized the statutory requiremente> for . 
.•. , .... ,...,.<-: ~· . 

. · ~e~~·~tratioQ. to ;~!low· the ·formation of the Independcnc~ Party, which could not 
~-/ . · ~- - . 

:. h'tive: been formed under the old , rules and hence cm1lcl not have spoken fo1· that part 

, .... :~f;~:~h.~ -· populat~o~ .J-Th~ch he,d advoc~tcd indcpendenc2. 
~I ~l~~·· •. ; .-.. :~i ·:, , ~- • ' .: • ' , 
.;' ·'\~i'::<. /':!3y ·cont¢as~ ·Mith the provisio:qs in effect previous to the adoption of the 

,"'. #9.~~titution.;:-_·ad-·.ticle ·III pr-mr1d~d for. minority parties to be represented in the 

(,~Sisla'~~~~ rou~h+Y'.;}.n :propc:rtiop. to a~t-ual votes cast, through .the seating of -
·.· ,. , r . . ' . ... 
-·~<i· .. l~Sislat,ors ·add.itioti:al ·to those<elected by ~he normal process. " Thus, although 
-~--~ ·- :~,r~-·· , ·1 .. · · 

.:\ tji~ · mino1·ity vot~ had. decrea::cd. sii.ic.e · _the adoption of the C::mstitutiou, , the 

:~· .' m.:l:lia~ity .represe:ltat:ton had increas'ed substantially. 
~.: .,:;· . .;,- . . ,' ./''. . '• . - • \ ~ . ·:... 

:X~~1~?" '.; The·, e~onotlli~l ·;spci~T'aud \ c'.lf.tur.e.:\, developme~t progra.mrrie ~cing carried· out 

i!~)~d. ~1,l.~.e~ :·§01?-~.~fyed ,;_iii ·ihe ., spiri:t; ,. of' fr~edom, · making ~e: o.f . the , o·eat epergies " 

~:?::~¥::·~~.1~}~ .. -~.P.t.~tj:>,~i~e .whe~ever . ap:p~opriate' and of demoqratic 'ph-:nning 'whe.n. the 
{:?;.:;'f>u~l:ic ·11.t\terM~ :~-ttll~4 .'fo:v gov~rriment initia.tive ·• Efforts ho . iwJ?rove ecoriomic 
rt'":.- ' . ' . ?t", . ' i .~ . . 

~:~' st~~~t«is' o:Q:~ tc"re:rde a. l;>ettcr lif~ . ipcluded the egraric.a · :refor:n designed. to·· 
,~·=~? ~ ......... 1 ~ .... ~ "r. ~ " . ' . ... ~ • ••• 

J: ", iv . \·_:}t • ·~', •,: ,~ I • ' ' . ~ 
j;1 ' .... ·.,.-: ~ _,. .':!" ,• ; 

\ • 
... 

Ji ,,,f:t:G : <K~ :;;.,, . ; : . ',,,~ ~ · ,, .. . 
./~;..'? 

-~~ 
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reallocate the land to the small farmer's benefit, the diversifkation scheme in · 

acriculture, the development of elcctrl.c power and the l ow-cost h~msing progr~· 

As had been r.ientioned earlier in the Coilmittee , in connexion with educ~tion and· :·: : 
., . . ' .. . . . •. ~ •. . ,l·i 

technica.l assistance, Puerto Rico had become a; centre for over 700 students frQ~:rf .. 
o.11 oYer the world, whichwou1d have been impossible 

energy and democratic spirit of Puerto HicQ. 

but . for, the:.; imagination,· .!~".. · 
;•~\· ·':-.? 
·' ; .. ~:··~ .. ~ 

The clean democratic life of Puerto Rico h~d so strengthened faith .in 

liberty that the people had alwaye b.;en ready .to defer.d it w,ith their lives. 

., .. 
. ,\: ':/'::' .. 
,. ( ,, 

They had taken part in the First nod Second World Ware and in ·the Korean.war, . . . 
. . ' . 

and in the last two more than half .of the PUerto Ri cans iovol ved had been · ... · .. . ·' 
volunteers. Lastly, it wo.s important to note that the steps leading to th~ ·::. :1,. · · ' 

compact and Constitution had been initiated by PueTto Ricans and were based Ori · ·" 

the free decisions of the electorate. 

By the proclamation of t he Commonwealth, within .the terms of the compact •.. 
. . . . '1· 

with the United States, Puerto Rico had declared its basic problem solved, having 

achieved sovereignty through a political and economic relationship essential ,to · 

its development and very existence. Resolution No. 23 of the constftutiortaL' ~ ··: 
. . ' . '.~, : ! ... ' 

conYention had declared that the goal of complete . self .. government, had been 

reached, the last vestiges of colonialism had disappeared , and a new era in 

democratic civilization had been entered; havtng full political dignity; the_ .. 

. 
' ...... 

·-, 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico mic;ht develop by modifications of the c·ompact by 

mutual consent; the right ho.d been reserved to propose and accept modification~ 

to the relationship with the United States to maintain it as a1rexpression of an ,· 
agreement fre~ly entered into. Cong:a-tulating t he Governor en the fh-s t ·a.nni ve~e';;;y 
of the comrr.o:".lwealth and the fifty.fifth of the coi:l11exion b.:it·w13en Puerto 

Rico and the United States / the President of the United States had said .that th~ ·::·: 
bond of corrnnon citizenship meant common fre edom, e.nd that the volu,ntary ,.;. ~,/ 

. . ~ . .. ·~r~· ;,< 

essociaticn proposed by the PUe.rto Rican people and enacted by Congress .-wa.s ;-:''" 

eloq_uent testimony to half a century of mutual respect o.nd understanding. : The .' . ~; 

President was proud with the Puerto Rican people of their achievements under ;·;,, .. 

their free .· institutions. · .... ··.; ' 

~ " ' 
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·. Tlw .. !PUerto Rican people realized t'.:lat the Commonwealth 
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statue was subject 

clle.nged, as it had 

::ci;i /c~e.a~e,a., ' by . 69.rrimon" consent. The United States act ion in 1;\CCO:l.'d.hlg to 
ilJ.... 'V ,; ;t 1 ;' l ':.,• ./. -~~) ... :·.: . .• \, ' , _,,,··.- • ' . ' ~ ; ' , .• '\ 

1~ .•J?b.il,.i.ppines :;:the ·ste~ua .requested .by the majortty of toot countryta peop!e 

=4<~td~~.,~iw.t · ~fou,la>b~ the · response of the Uuitc!O. Gth:teo· ·to a aimi1e.r · reo.~~st · 
·._~, _....,,:: '.· . _ ... •. • .• ' , ... -.. ~ • • ii' -·· . . , ~ - ' { . ( ·•• • ... 7 . ' ·· :· · • ~ 

rcni'..PUg!ttec· Rto:Ci': .,. ;ir~ · could' sa:l that in complete confi-deno·e, as a representative. · 
. ~_;.<~·: It.· · · .-.. -:· ' .. -~: . .. :J· ••... ' :.. ···.... . . ·- : . . . . . . 1 ' : 

~~.;~i~; ,~~1e Unit,ed ~ta.t~s and of Puerto Rico. · . . ·' ·' i .~ · 

. ~.:_ .. , ·: .. : ~:~;~~.- ~~~ ~ . . : 

:·-~· · · : Mr,'mUJILLO (Ecuador) prop~.>s~d that the debate on the 1~em should .:be 
. ., .. ,~· ' . . . .. . . . . . . . 

~!>et4~-a:·.: '-1.ntii the · i'o;uowing meeti,nd, ·i,o· give the Col1ll1l+ttee time to consider 

he'~ 1itilfo'rtant otatemeht; · of . the . United :States representative: 
·'· · :-'. . . . . . 

:j It;'~was ·so decid:~d • 
. ·.(t~.... ... . . . •' . . . ·. ; ..... 

. ·. <The- ~msetinf was . SUSJ2,ericled·; a,!?_2 .J:.O, ?,; ID·i ifln<\ =e.~.u.'ite~ ~i·'·;~ ~ 15.,:..:.~ .m. ~. 
~.. ' . " ' ~ 

~ .. ~·r · ~· ~ ; .. :~· . ~~ ··~ · ;~. .\ ".~ 
.; :;.ioi., , .·;.,··. • . ' . . • • . • . ·; ••• : • . 

~UGi~IONAt CONDITIONS !N ltON·SELli1-GOVERNING 1'ERRIT6RIF.lfr REPORTS ·SUBMIT'I'ED BY 
Jiili"';S~~?i';.~n.AL .AND THE SPECIALIZED 'AGENCIES (~ontitiued} ." . ' . ·.\ . 

• :~'~.: ·~ · ~;. ·.~':~: .::.· .. ·- . · .. ....... ·~ .... · ~~.·.· .. ,· °4'·" ~ .~· ,. . \• .· . . •Y._~. ' 

;.:::': :f' .. 

j);i'Co~n}.ty de~elol'ment and the gcnerail' . co-ordin~tion~ of educational. and social 
i~±:t'.6f.i(4/ AC .o;5/i.13t) ( cob:ti71ued) " . ··· 

,• ;~~!::ff!: -.~ , ' t ···- ,:« ~;.- .. ,, "· . ·. . . . , .·· :. -.. . ' 
.:~·~:~'.,}~~:~>:: ,~:., • ~~~~~ . (,.NetP,erla~ds) · state~ that_ in recent years, alo~g ~11th a 
::i~tt.¢.r~ uude1~atamling of' ·,social struritures and social processes·~ there had been a: : 

:\: .~:-. : \': ·. ~·:} .... ..._ . ;..; : . . . '. . -: ' , : . . . . . - \.. 

#.ri;t~~\cievelopment ·: o;f. ~echniq\l~g; .. bi. wl:iiGh -those procecses · ·could be ~nfluence~ci, · 
~t\~ :.-;~.:,r;·\:~: l . . ··.-.. . .. .. ( ' ·. : .. " ~ .. . - . . ' . ·~. ;. ,'. . 

JJ'.t,{~~t poµnti;ies,;: i:i~luding .the Non•Self-CoV,er!lin3 T<3#itories, the application .. 
·.~ ~;~'._. _~:;,~~ .. :.~ .- . , .. ~ · ·, ~.. . . ' . . .. . . : 
G::ft '.t¥i'se technique~, .. had be;:;o:ne part of , sodis.l policy. In his' own coun~ry, fer 
·~l '(I':.:!:. ~ .f · ~ . .' , ... '· l • . . . • 

~~le·~· · ··efi'o+Gs·· \ie~· ·:beine; mt¥te . to · -~olli:.teract the · c1icap:)car::Wce i of · cornuni:tY · · . 

i\t~V:L+ :'t~e · ~ae~., ~i~1es : .~y,:~;tUrtiheriti·g J,oca.f~· int~rcoto ~n urb.~ aubdiv1s:t6ris. ·. 
'?-; fif ... :-; ., .... ~_. _'. .. ... . ... ··: ... !: .'.' ·_.· :.({. .. .. . .:· • . . ,· '. ,, . ·. . !' .... · :, ·.·' ' 1 :· ~... • J'" . • 

~"' ':'\JTu..""n.ing to th&;~ner. in which· his Government' c .. policy on comnr~ity , · .. 
if/: "'~\'.·: .. ·; .. '..:)"" .. · __ ·: -·· . ~ . i~ . . 'f ' : ·.·:.. ; . ~. · . .;. ·.: ... . \ . • ..• ; . . ·.... ·:. .• • . • . . . .• •. ~ • 

. ~~lopirten't, was ;'.being' :E;lU'tr into, effe'ct 'iu ?fow; Guinca, he or:l'9haslzed the extreme 
~·~'.JW.i 1 ~'···~ : • -t . rs~, "" .:._ ... '·'· ~·.·: · .. . "' . ~ .· .. . · ~ ·.~ .. · .,. . . . ~ . . 
~v$'.rM,;t:'f _. of.(~(o\<itut~.s .. R.~d . ll.~guo.gc~ ,· runong~, the various· tri~)es and .clam>, due to .. 

l~61a,,tl~~i"· thct~i~dige~6iis' iohabitiuts ~ aii111~e of at\thority' and' t~w.ir tehdency ·. 
!t;v ·y; " 'P , , •. • ~.. 't_ i '. , i-__":t 1• ;~ , ; r , • , • ~ · .'i. , -. ' • , : , • • 

~~r_ shiti'k:;; ~lte~# r~cpq~~b~litiea tOWf-1.l:-ds tlie community. In the cC:EJC of' peop~~ . 
R~·..! 1 . . ':-.. ~ . i· · -~ .. : . ..... --. . ; - .. . , . .. 

,~,<?. ~,.~ei::e·· llP.f _to ·.t~~~ie ,tp .. ,the · jungle ' to ·avoid compulsory school at~;;e1de.nqe_. for 

.·~~ ·1~·~~hil~n;,. for,' ·e~~le, .the e'ducb.ti6nn.l policy had to be carcf~ly ~bought ' , 
-':~v.;i~J·~~'i-s:~t:~ ...... '~~:~,~~:+~,,,t;l,~ .... ~· 1ir-v1·; +:~ be ·"trained to .. ~e · m~-thodci · · w:-11c11 . !"O~d 

• . 1 • 

' . 
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Memorandum hy the Government of the United 
States of America concerning the cessation of 
transmission of information under Article 73 
( e ) of the Charter with regard to the Common
wealth of Puerto Rico 

I NTRODUCTION 

The United States Government, in pursuance of 
Article 73 e of the Charter of the U nited Nations, h;is, 
in accordance with resolution 66 (I) adopted by the 
General Assembly of th e United N ations on December 
14, 1946, ·transmitted annually to the Secretary-Gen
eral since 1946 information on P uerto Rico. During 
thi s period successive advances have been made · in the 
growth and development of self-governing institu
tions in Puerto Rico and in the vesting of powers of 
government in the Puerto Rican people and their 
elected representatives. This process has reached its 
culmination with the establishment of the Common
wealth of Puerto Rico and the promulgation of the 
Constitution of this Commonwe<d th on July 25, 1952. 

With the establishment of the Commonwealth oF 
" Puerto Rico, the people of Puerto Rico have attained 

a full measure of self-government. Accordingly, th e 
Government of the United States has decided th;it 
it is no longer appropriate for it to submit information 
on Puerto Rico pursuant to Article 73 e of the Charter. 

R esolution 222 (III), adopted by the General A s
sembly on November 3, 1948, states that, havin g regard 
to the provisions of Chapter XI of the Charter, it is 
essential that the Uni ted Nat ions be in formed of any 
change in the constitutional position and status of any 
non-self-governing territory as a result of whi ch the 
responsible government concerned thinks it unnece~
sary to t ransmit information in respect of that terri
tory under Article 73 c of the Ch;irter. Th e Mc111be1:s 
of the United Nations concerned are requested by thi s 
resolution to communicate to th e Secretary-Genernl, 
with in a maximum period of six months, such in_for:na
tion as may be appropriate, including the const1lution, 

kgisbt i ve act nr t·xc:rnli vc orcler providing for the 
govcrnnw11l of the territo ry ;ind the const itutional rela
tion ship of th e 1erritory to th e government of the 
mctropulitan country. 

As a. result of 1he change in th e constitutional posi
ti on and status of Puerto H.ico as described in this 
rnerncmrndum, the Government of the Uni ted States 
considers it unn ecessary to transmit further informa
tion under Article 73 e of the Charter concerning the 
Commonwealth of Puerto R ico. The United States 
Govcrnnwnt desires that the United Nations be fully 
in formed of the background of th is decision . Accord
i11 glv, and in pursuance of resoluti on 222 (III), this 
mer~orandum has been prepared and, together with 
a copy of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico and a letter from the Governor of P uerto . 
Rico, is transmitted to 1 lH: Sc-cretary-Gene1-al for circula- : ;· 
t ion to the Members of the United Nation~ for their · 
information. 

,, ... 
CoKsTITUTIOKAL DEVELOPMENT OF To R1co 

UNDER U N ITED STATES ADMINISTRATION 

Puerto Rico has been administered by the United · · 
States since 1898 when Spain ceded its sovereignty ·. 
to th e island under terms of the · Treaty of Paris. < 
Puerto Rico had a mi litary government until 1900 
when the United States Congress enacted the first 
organic law pro\·iding for a civil form of .government. 
The establishment of the Commonwealth m July 1952 
marks the culminntion of a steady progression in the 
exercise of self-government initiated by the fi rst organic 
law. 

The first organic law, known as the Foraker Act, 
provided for a Governor appointed by the President 
of the United States, with the advice and consent o f 
the Senate of the United States, a legislative assembly · 
in which the lower house was elected but the upper .. 
.house was composed of the heads of · executive depart
ments of the government and five other persons, all 
appointed by the President with the advice and consent 
of the Senate; and a supreme court, the members of 
whi ch were also appointed by the President with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, justices of the lower . 
courts being appointed by the Governor. with a~vic~ : 
and consent of the upper house of the legislature. The .·. · 
act provided for Puerto Rico's representation before 
all depa rtments of the F ederal _G<;>vernment by a _POP- .. 
ularly elected Resident C?mm1ss1oner. The Resident 
Commissioner has a seat m the House of Represen-
tatives of the Congress of the . United States. · 

In 1917, the scope of self-governm.ei1t was increas~d i; 
with enactment by the Congress of a second orgarne . , 
law known as the Jones Act. Under it, the people of · 
Puerto Rico elected both houses of their legislature, 
and the popularly elected 

1
upper house advis~cl ~nd -, 

consented to the Governors appointment of Jl1Shces 
of the lower courts. The President retained autb6rity ·. · 
to appoint the Governor, the justices of t~e ~U:preme ·· 
court the heads of the departments of JUStlce and · 
ecluc~tion and the a{1ditor, but all other · heads of · 
executi ve' departments were appointed by_ t~e Governor: .. 
T he people of Puerto H.i~o became. c1t1ze~s of · the 
Uni ted States. The protection of a bill of nghts pat:
terned on the bill of rights of the United States 
Constitution was extended to Puerto Rico. Provision ·· 
for rep1-cscntation before th~ various departme~ts of 
the Federal Government remamed. The legislature co·uld 

,.: 
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'repass .. a bill over the · Governor's veto, but if the 

I 
Go.vernor . did not then appr.ove it, it did not become 

. . law; unless it received the approval of the President. 

· In 1946,. the President appointed as Governor, with 
th!! · advice and consent of the Senate, a Puerto R ican 

f' who had formerly been Resident Commissioner from 
Puerto Rico. This was the fo:st time that a Puerto 
l{ican had' been appointed Governor. 

In · 1947, the Congress authorized the people of 
P~erto Rico to ~lect. their Governor, beginning with 
t~e, general election m 1948, and provided a line of 
succession in the event of a vacancy in the position 
pf governor or ,,of the Governor's temporary absence 

· ~:i.~ or dis'ability. The elected Governor was authorized to 
"' .appoint all the members of his cabinet, the heads of 
· · the executive departments, including the attorney gen

eral and commissioner of education. No change was 
mc:de at that time ii: the provisions respecting ap

. pomtment of the auditor and justices of the supreme 
court. 

' ' .. 
. , ' 
DEVELOPMENT A N D ADOPTION OF THE CO NSTITUTION 

.. OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PGERTO RICO 
;_;'-:--;;.;;• l 

. ' rn· 1948, the cand.idates for Governor and Resident 
{5 .Commissioner from Puerto Rico, who were elected bv 
:- :V~ry substantial majorities, ra_g on a platform call ing 

· . ·: .Jor the ado tion by the people of Puerto Rico of a 
· . ,··to.ns 1 ut10n n ra ·mrr, w1 1m 1e rame

. ,:. \VOrk of a c~ntinuing relationship wit 1 t e Unite 
" . States · to whtch the people of Puerru:=RLCD-.}yould 

''. ·consent.. In that election, the c 1di t ~ who advocated 
·-c· .. ' statehood for Pu o d i e en nee or Juer-
. .'~ '·':.t~e~ An overwhelming number o 

· ·;:tancrraateSfor the legislature who ran on the same 
'·'.Programme as the successful candidates for Governor 

'. ,., and. 'Resident Commissioner were also elected. In ac
, "·. } ::organce with the expressed wishes · of the people of 
• >t.. ;Pue,rto Rico, there was introduced in the Congress a 
.. ·~;'~.: bill . to provide for the organization · of a constitutional 

.:_ :>:gqvernment by the people of Puerto Rico. It was enacted 
·.·:.;JP!'\ July .3, 1950 as. Public Law 600, 81st Cong. (64 
· " .. Sta,t. 319).· . _,, . · · . · 

' ·'':"\ .. .:.. i ., 
. .- ·· ,:;r~at law expressly recognized the p rinciple of 'gov-

·. ·>· ernment by consent; .and declaring that it was "adopted 
.<·'.; · in~:the nature· of a compact", required that it be . sub-

. "Jnitted to the voters of Puerto Rico in an island-wide 
. '·,; ~efere1~dum for acc'i.~ptance · or rejectioh. If the act 
, ·::.were approved by a. majori ty of participating voters, 
.: -~.''the Legislature of' Puerto R.ico vvas authorized to call 
· .". a consti tutional convention to forn1ulate · a constitu
-, ,;/:Hon, wh.ich would ; become effective upon its adoption 
:: ;?' by . the ·peopl~ · jf approved , by the Congress after a 
· ".· .. ,finding by the President · that• it. conformed with the 

.: npplicable provisions of the act and of the Constitutiou 
,, .·;,of the l,Jnited 'States. Th9se ptovisions of the O rganic 
. ,·:·~· Act which r:.elated to matters of local government would 
- :.· thereupon.)~e repealed, while the remaining provisions 
·,., .. of the. Organic Act./ . .rcl;iting to ,such mattC'rs as Puerto 

·1· .· Ri_co"s e·con0:m,ic refa~i?n~hip -to the United States, ,the 
;~ . . ·i . .'· £orce · and effect of .·applicable Fccleral , laws. and con- , 

; ... · tinued representation in Washington, would the1Keforth 
1;· ... :b~ ·known. as the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Ar:t. 
.. ii .,:.~1 -Trye Co11gress ,made ·only. two stipulations with respect 
{(~. ;·, t<;(the conte!}t of the -~bnstitution t9 be adbpte<l; that 
;;~ :.',''"; ~t J_ p,rovide ·~ ,~epub~,i.~an ,forn:_, ,, of .·!?ovcrr:unent )-t~1d tly1t 
.::C •. ·~··"'F ._._+41"1'-".rlp_._ b ".·h,,lhn..f · .. t .... l-tf.o :v l!. •.i:. ·: .~· .. , · ~··,.- "" ,, ... , ..... ~ , 

f>'our political p:i rties participa ted in the campai •rn 
preceding the referendum: two advocated approval ';f 
Public Law 600, 31st Congress, one opposed it , and 
one was divided in its position . On June 4, 1951, 506.185 
persons, 65.08 per cent of the 777,675 quali fied voters 
of Puerto Rico, participated in the referendum, and 
76.5 per cent of those voting· approved the act. On 
August 27, 1951, ninety-two delegates were elected to 
a constitutional convention, representing the Popular 
Democratic, the Statehood and the Socialist parties . The 
conventi on met in September 1951, and concluded its 
painstaking work in February 1952. An official English 
and an official Spanish version of the Constituti on were 
adopted, and the text was published. in the four daily 
newspapers of Puerto Rico in. both languages. Copies 
of the document were distributed throughout the Isla 

On March 3, .1952, th~ · Con~titutio'n ;was.61W1~•111iii 
for adoption or 1~ejection. Of ·the 783-;~1 
voters, 456,471 participated in the refete'~'ti.''..,,., ~ 
these, 373,594 or 8L84 per cent of those ·v:ofin~ 
ported adoption of the constitution; oriiy 82,877 or 
18.16 per cent of those voting disapproved it. All of the 
elections and referenda held in Puerto Rico in con-
nexion with the development of the constitution were 
on the basis of universal adult suffrage without property 
or literacy requirements. · Puerto Rico has had universa l 
<:tclult suffrage since 1929. There have been no. property 
requirements since 1906 and the last literacy require
ments were removed in 1935. 

On April 22, 1952, the President transmitted the 
Constitution to the Congress with his recommendation 
for approval; and by Public Law 447, 82nd Cong. 
(66 Stat. 327), signed by the President on July 3 .. 
1952, the Congress approved the Constitution subject 
to certain conditions which were to be submitted for 
approval to the Puerto Rican Constitutional Conven-
tion. Public Law 447, in its preambular provisions, . , 
recalled that the Act of July 3, 1950 "was adopted by 

· the Congress as a· compact with the· people of Puerto 
Rico, to become operative upon its approval by the 
people of Puerto Rico" ; that the people of Puerto Rico 
had overwhelmingly approved this Act and that the 
Constitution of Puerto Rico had been drafted by a 
Constitutional Convention; that the Constitution was 
adopted by the people of Puerto Rico in a referendum; 
that the President of the United States had decbrecl 
that the Constitution conformed fully with the applic
able provisions of the Act of July 3, 1950 and the 
Constitution of the United States, that it contained a 
Bill of Rights, and provided for a republican fo rm · 
of government; and that the Congress of the United 
States had consiclerecl the Constitution and found that 
it conformed with the stipulated requirements. The 
operative part of Public Law 447 recorded the approval 
by the Congress of the United States of the Constitu-
tion of the Commonwealth of Puerto . Rico subj ect to 
certain condit ions, among y;hich was that the following 
new srntence be added to article VII; "Any amendment 
or revisi ou of this Constitution shall be consistent with 
the resolution enacted by the Congress of the United 
States approving th is Constitution, with the applicable 
provisions of the Constitution of the United States, 
with the Puerto H.ican Federal Relations Act, and 
with Public Law 600, 8 lst Cong. adopted in the nature 
of a co111pact ." The Puerto T<.ican Constitutional Con-
vention considered ~ncl ·approved these conditions. On 
July 25, 1952, the Governor of Puerto Rico proclaimed 
the establish:11ent of the Commonwealth of · Puerto 
R icn .. 1mrln ;,h, Constitution. " ... \ . ,._1 · 
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PRi-sqPAL. FEA ,·uREs or THE CONSTITUTION or THE 
~. COMl\ION\VEALTR 

The Constitution of the Commonwealth, as it 
LccamC' effective with the approval of the Congress, 
provides that "Its political power emanates from the 
people and shall be exercised in accordance with 
their will, within the terms of the compact agreed 
upon between the people of Puerto Rico and the 
Uni ted States of America" (article I, section 1). The 
Constitntion of the Commonwealth is similar to that 
of a State of the Federal Union. It establishes a tri
partite form of government, with a popularly elected 
Governor, a popularly elected bi-camera! legislature 
and a judicial branch. The heads of all executive 
departments arc appointed by the Governor, with the 
advice and consent of the Puerto Rican Senate; ap
point111cnt of the Secretary of State also requires the 
consent of the House of Representatives. It should 
be noted that with the establishment of th e Common
wealth neither the President nor the United States 
Senate participates in any way in the appointment 
of any official of the government of the Common
wealth. 

The Legislative Assembly, which is elected by free, 
tmiYcrsal and secret suffrage of the people of Puerto 
Rico, has full legislative authority in respect to local 
matters . The Commonwealth has the power to impose 
and collect taxes, and to contract debts. Acts of the 
Legi slative Assembly become law upon approval of the 
Governor, or, in the event that an act is vetoed by the 
Governor, upon its re-enactment by two-thirds of th~ 
total number of members of which each house is 
composed. The President may no longer prevent a bill 
repassed over the Governor's veto from becoming law 
by di sapproving it. The protection 6f a bill of rights 
is extended to persons in Puerto Rico. All public 
officials must take an oath to support the Constitution 
of the United States and the Constitu tion and laws of 
the Commonwealth. Amendments to the Constitution 
may be proposed by the Legislative Assembly, and wi11 
be voted on at a referendum, becoming effective if 
ratifi ed by a majority of the electors voting thereon. 
The Constitution does not restrict the substance of 
future amendments, except to provide that they shall 
be consistent with the act approving the Constitution, 
with the applicable provi sions of th e Federal Constitu
tion with the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act, and 
with the act of Congress authorizing the drafting and 
adoption of a Constitution. 

The judiciary of the Commonwealth is independent 
under the Constitution. The j ustiees of the Supreme 
Court are no longer appointed by the President but 
are appointed by the Governor with the advice and 
consent of the Senate of Puerto I~ico. Justices hold 
office during good behavior and may be removed, after 
impeachment, for causes specified in the Constitution. 
The number of justices may be increased only by law 
at the request of the court itself. No judge may make 
a direct or indirect financial contribution to any politic:il 
organization or party, or hold any elective office therein, 
or participate in any politi cal campaign or be a candidate 
for elective office unless he has r esigned his judicial 
office at \east six months prior to hi s nomination. 
Although judgments of the Supreme Court of Puerto 
Rico may be appealed to the United States Court of 
Appeals, decisions of the United States Supreme Court 
have established that the Supreme Court of Puerto 
Rico is the final authority on the meaning of a Puerto 

. · ·~. 

Eican law and that its decision interpreting such a law 
may not be reversed unless the interpretation is "in
escapably wrong" and the decision "patently erroneous"; 
it is not sufficient to justify reversal that the Federal 
Court mrrcly <lis<igree with the Puerto Rican Supreme 
Comt's interpretation. There ' continues to be a Federal · 
District Court in Puerto Rico, but its _jurisdiction does 
not differ from the jurisdiction of . Federal District 
Courts functioning within the boundaries of States. 

Under the Constitution, there is ' full and . effectiv~ 
participat ion of the population of Puerto Rico in the 
Government of Puerto Rico. Article II, section 1, .... 
provides that no di scrimination shall be made on ac-

' ; 

count of race, color, sex, birth, social origin or' condi- ,. ,: r, 
tion, or political or religious ideas a.nd requires the 
laws to embody these principles. Puerto ·Rico is divided . 
by the Constitution into senatorial and representatiye 
districts for purposes of electing members . of the 
Legislative Assembly, and provision is also mad · fo r }!~·:~ 
election of _senators and represe.ntatives . ~l~~9- ' ' 
Dy a special procedure established by· -q)::~cl 
the Constitution, minority parties are assiirea o 
sentation which recognizes their island-wide 
strength. Elections will be held every four years. . .. c. •. 

Article II, section 2, requires that the laws shall .- ,.: ·; ~: 
guarantee the expression of the will of the people by ·. , .. ·. 
means of eq ual, direct, and secret universal suffrage and ·.• ·. · 
shall protect the citi zen against any coercion in the ., _ 
exerci se of the electoral franchise. Article VI, section 4, ... 
provides that every person over twenty-one years of 
age shall be entitled to vote if he fulfill s the other con.,.. . : ~·· · · 
ditions determin ed by Jaw and prohibits depriving a 
person of the right to vote because he does not know . 
11ow to r ead or write or does not own property. · 

i"' ·-

PRESENT STATUS OF PUERTO Rrco 

The people of Puerto Rico continue to be citizen::; 
of th e United States as well as of Puerto Rico and the 
fundamental provisions of the Constitution of the 
United States continue to be applicable to Puerto Rico. 
P uerto R ico will continue to be represented in Wash
ington by a Resident Commissioner whose functions .. 
are not altered by the establishment of the Common~ . · . 
wealth. Matters of foreign relations and national 
defence will continue to be conducted by the United · .: .,, 
States, as is the case with the States of the Union. ' .. · · .. ; 

At the request of the people of Puerto Rico. and wit~ '~;, 
the approval of the Government of the United States;· ... ,.,., 
Puerto Rico has voluntarily entered into the relation,~ · · 
ship with the United States which it has chosed . to . , . 
describe as a "commonwealth" relationship. The term 1;. 
"commonwealth" was adopted by ' P.uerto Rico as thc(~.::i.. .. 
official English designation of the body politic created'·, ·, ., 
by the Constitution (the official Spanish title is "estado· · 
libre asociado"), to define the status of that · body as .; 
"a state which is fr ee of superior authority in the. · 
management of it s own local affairs but which is \inked · .. ' 
to the U nited States of · America and hence is a part •'<" 
of its political system in a manner compatible with: its· ·' 
Federal structure", and which "does not have an ' .. 
independent an cl separate existence" (resolution No.< '<::· 
22 of the Constitutional Convention). By the various ·· ,_ 
actions taken by the Congress and the people of Puerto . 
Rico, Congress has agreed that Puerto Rico shall hav.~ , · · 
under that Constitution, freedom · from control or iri'
tcrference by the Congress in respect of interrial gov, · , . 
ernment and administration, subject only to comp!iarn;e .~ .. ~· 
with applicable provisions of the Federa l Constitution,·· .... : 
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the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act and the acts 
of Congress authorizing and approving the Constitution, 
as may be interpreted by judicial decision. Those laws 
which directed or authorized interference with matters 
of local government by the Fed'eral Government have 
been repealed. 

.,·· In Hawaii, Alaska, Guam and the Virgin Islands 
of the United States the chief executive is appointed 
by. the President with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, not popularly elected by the people; the exec
utive officer immecliately subordinate to the Governor 
is appointed by the P.resident, either alone or with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, but not by the 
Governor; and judges of the highest courts exercising
local jurisdiction are appointed by the President with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, not by the Gov
ernor. This is so provided by their respective organic 
acts as enacted by the Congress. This is not the case 
,\,j~h respect to Puerto Rico. The people of Puerto 
Rico . will participate effectively in their government 
through universal, secret and equal suffrage, in free 
and periodic elections in which differ ing political parties 
offer candidates, and which are assured freedom from 
undemocratic practices by the Constitution itself. These 
el.ections will be conducted in the future, as they have 
been in the past, without interference by the United 
·States. The people of Puerto Rico have complete 
autonomy in internal economic matters and in cultural 
and social affairs under .a Constitution adopted by them 
and approved by the Congress. 

Under the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act, there 
will still be free trade with the United States, only 
United States coins and currency will be legal tender 
in Puerto Rico, and the statutory laws of the United 

, States not locally inapplicable will, with some excep
tions, have the same force and effect in Puerto Rico 
as 'in the United States. United States internal revenue 
laws· do not apply in Puerto Rico, and the people of · 

· P uerto Rico will continue to be exempt from Federal 
'· :income taxes on the income they derive from sources 
·· " wifhi.n Puerto Rico. The proceeds of United States 

· 'exCise taxes collected on articles produced in Puerto 
' · · Rico and shipped to the United States and the proceeds 

)>;-of: custo~s collected on f?reign merchandise entering 
'•':.-·Puerto Rico a1;e covered mto the Treasury of Puerto 
;·::: ; '_'Rico for appropriation and expenditure as the legis
'\':'Aature of the Commonwealth may decide. 
'.', '?\'.~;r'he final declaration of the Constitutional Convention 
._\·:·of,· Puerto Rico ( resolutioi1 No. 23), expresses the 
-~<··· ·· views of the people of Puerto Rico as to the status 
~- ., t~ey have now ·;<1c1J.ieved.· . •... ~ , - . ..;. . . . . 

,.';~,,'/•. ·. · "-"When ' this ·Constituti on takes effect, the people 
'.'.~ ·:: '_:· of ·Puerto.- 'Rico sh'aU thereupon be organized into 
, ... ,;,')>--· a . commonwealth established within the terms of 

•<::·A. the compact ·· entered . into py mutual consent, which 
,}'.;k ;·/ is the 'basis 'of. our tinion with the United States of 
/·'-, :•America .. · · ' 
:<d: · .... <., .~ .. -. . . ,> ';·:.. ;;'_ . ,, 
< :,. • ~< '.:~:Thtts~~ w¢ attain the goal of complete self-gov
~ :·:. ·:.-X;.verriment, the last ; :vestiges · of colonialism having 
· ~;"; · ·~>- d1~appeared in H the principle qf Con1pact, uncl we 

. "·\ eriter into an era of new developments in democratic 
~:· ,;, '•'>civi lization'' · · 
:, .. . ;::·,/ii'·.;. • J I •;.; . :l' -'· . 1 

'{·:··!~.:· 
/;'.' · <>'.f41;~: ... ~" .; )ti~,,,." :~ <;oNCLUSI0N " · 
~.;~:,ii.~.;;\\,;. ~ ., .i.~ i<t' ::;-, • .' ~~'.1._-..,'1_•·-~---· ,_·,...··..._·tn_.._• ,_· -·---""'~-"""''--"~-'"..,,._~ 

1952, of the new constituti onal arrangements establ
ishing the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, it is no 
longer appropriate for the United States to continue 
to transmit information to the United Nations 011 

Puerto Rico under Article 73 e of the Charter. This 
conclusion constitutes a recognition of the full measure 
of self-government which has been achieved by the 
people of Puerto Rico. 

Letter <lated January 17, 1953 from Mr. Luis 
Muii.oz Marin, Governor of Puerto Rico, to the 
Presi<lent of the United States 

On July 25, 1952, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
R ico was formally installed in response to the wish 
of an overwhelming majority of the people of PuC! -
Rico pursuant to a compact between them . and 4 1e 
Government of the United States. Puerto Rico becat 
a Commonwealth in free and voluntary association with 
the United States, and its people have now attained 
a full measure of self-government. Accordingly, 1 
respectfully suggest on behalf of the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico that the Government of the United 
States take steps to notify the United Nations of the 
status of P uerto Rico, that it is no longer a non-self
governing area, and that reports concerning it are 
no longer appropriate under Article 73 e of the 
Charter. 

This development has climaxed fifty-four years of 
growth in mutual miderstanding and mutual good will. 
Democratic rights in Puerto Rico have been progres
sively recognized as self-government has increased. 
Since 1917, the people of Puerto Rico elected all 
members of their legislature which had comprehensive 
powers to enact laws for Puerto Rico. Since 1948 .. the 
people of Puerto Rico also elected their own governor, 
and all other officials of Puerto Rico were locallv 
elected or appointed by elected officials except the 
Auditor of Puerto Rico and the Justices of the Su
preme Court. Until the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico began to function, the latter officials were ap
pointed ~by the President of the United States with 
the advice and consent of the United States Senate. 
The Congress of the United States, however, retained 
full jurisdiction to legislate ·with respect to ~ue~to 
Rico without the consent of its people, to override its 
laws, to change its form of government and to alter 
its relations to the United States . 

These reservations have been to a large extent 
formal. Tn the entire fifty-four years history of Unit~d 
States admin istration of Puerto Rico, Congress cl1d 
not in any instance exercise its power to annnl or 
amend an Act of the Puerto Rico legislature, nor 
did it modify the relations of Puerto Rico to the 
United States except progressively to extend self
g·overnrnent to its people in response to their wishes. 
Even before 1948, the appointed Governor of Puerto 
Rico was a P uerto Rican ·whose selection was recom
mended by the maj ority political party of the island. 
After 1948, the appointed Auditor and Justices of the 
Supreme Court were Puerto Ricans, also app~in~ed 
with the recommendation and approval of the 111a1onty 
party. 

This political history has been accompanied b_v a 
mutually hcneficial economic relationship. Th,e people 
.of Puerto Rico have receive~ many .services froi;:}h~ "·" <·: ·,,,: 
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tg. the p1',r111e t of taxes anJ have been rnti rely free o F Each of the alternatives of independence, statehood 1~~ 
impdrts, duties or any form of exact ions for the sup- and association has been represented in . Puerto Rico ;.;;~ 
port of the F ederal Government. At al l times si 11 ce by a political party which favoured it, and which actively · : .-t. 
the turn of the century wr: have enjoyed free trad~ campai gned for th e surport of the electorate and nom-· - ,".~f.! 
w ith the United States , and since 1917 we have had the inated candidates for the legislature and the governor- /./~ 
brncfit of common citi zenship. Despite the fact that ship. Jn the 1948 elections the three alternatives were · . ;;'.:,~~ ... 
our population has grown from 953,000 inhabitants fully presented to the electorate by the three main 
in 1900 to 2,219,000 in 1950, our standard of living political parties. The preference of the people, · ex- . ·.;~ 
has su bstantially increased. For example, the average pressed in an election which was as <lemocratic as any .. ;ft! 
per capita income in 1930 was $122.00 as compared in th e world, was unmistakably expressed in favour · ::· \i' 
with $3 19.00 in 1950. of the third alternative: a free Commonwealth as-

The people of Puerto I\ico have been keenly aware sociated with the United States on the basis of mutual 
of our basic economic problems due to the density of consent. Their choice is aptly summed up in the 
population and the pover ty of natural resources. \ Ve Spanish name of the new body politic, "Estado Libre 
are proud of the progress that we have made and are Asociado". 
con tinuing to make by the utilization of our own It was at the request of the officials of the Puerto 
talents and our democratic institutions. This progress Rican government acting pursuant to the mandate of 
would have been im possible, however, i f it had not the people that the Congress of the United States ' .. 
been for the sympathetic co-operation of the United initiated the series of actions which resulted. in the . '\ 
States, manifested in a vvicle variety of ways, material creation of the Commonwealth. On July 3, 1950, the " . · 
and pol itical. vVe have been helped in building sounder 8 1st Congress enacted Public Law 600. This was; :' ··" .\ 
social and educational ba ses for the exercise of our in effect, an offer by the Congress to the people '· · . .,,_ 
po litical rights and for our own economic advancement. of Puerto Rico, which we might accept or re-
Our joint efforts in combating illi teracy and improving j ect, to enter into a compact defining the status of 
health conditions have produced remarkable results. Puerto Rico and the relationships between the respect- ···' 
In 1900 the literacy rate in Puerto Rico was 20 per ive communities. The compact offered the p eople of 
cent as compared to 78 per cent in 1950; and in the Puerto Rico an opportunity to establish our own gov-
same period the death. rate has dropped from 25.3 ernment and to remain in association with the United 
per thousand to 10 per thousand. States on defined terms . It was the precise formula that 

Although the relationship was one of freedom and the people, through their elected representatives, had 
justi ce in practice, the people of Puerto Rico w ere r equested. 
not satisfied to remain in a status which appeared to According to its terms, Public Law 600 was sub-:: . 
reflect the imposition upon a people of the will of mitted to the qualified voters of Puerto Rico in a ;· . 
another community. We are proud of our culture and referendum held on June 4, 1951 after months of 
background, and we cherish our individual dignity intensive debate. The Law was accepted by the people. 
and our common heritage. We profoundly believe that of Puerto Rico by a vote of 387,016 to 119,169. Sixty-
our government should be solidly based upon our own five per cent of the elig-ible voters participated in the 
will and our own free choice. Accordingly, for some . referendum. In this as in all electi ons in Puerto Rico, 
years, as our democrati c institution s developed and a ll citizens of at least 21 years of age, male or female; 
became firmly established, the people considered and . 
debated the matter of thei r status. without property or literacy requirements, were ent1- · 

Specifically, the people of Puerto Rico disct1ssed 
three choices: independence, statehood within the Fed
eral Union, or association with the U nited States as 
a free Commonwealth . At no time clicl we consider that 
our choice was restricted, or that any alternative was 
foreclosed to us or could not be achi eved by peaceful 
means; and it should be said that at no time did the 
Uni ted States attempt, directly or indirectly, to interfere 
with onr choice. On the contrary, President Truman 
said in a message to the Congress as long ago as October 
1945. 

"It is the settled policy of this Government to 
promote the political, social, and economic devel
opmen t of p eople who have not yet attained full self
government and eventually to make it possible for 
them to determine their own form of governm ent ... 
It is not time, in my opinion, to ascertain from the 
people of Puerto Rico thei r wishes as to the ultimate 
status which they prefer, and , within such limits 
as may be determined by the Congress, to grar:t t~ 
them the kind of government which they desire. 

And in bis message to the Congress in January 1946, he 
said, 

"This Government is committed to the democratic 
principle that it is for the dependent peoples them
selves to decide what their status shall be." 

tlcd to vote. ""'.'. · 

After acceptance of L•w 600, a Constitutional Con
vention was elected on August 27, 1951 in an election · .. 
where all the qualified vot_ers had the right to partici- ' 
pate. The Convention met at San Juan on Septenibe1: 
17, 1951 and proceeded to draft a Constitution . On", ~, ... 
I-'ebruary 6, 1952 it approved the Constitution of t11'e' · 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico which it had draftect·: ,., 
by a vote of 88 to 3. On March 3, 1952 the qualified '"',. 
voters of Puerto Rico again went to the polls to ex: ,:,: .:' 
press approval or disapproval of the Constituti01i · .. ~, 
clra ftecl by the Convention. The Constitution y.ra~ , . 
ratified in this referendum by a vote of 373,594;) ri , · 
favour of approval and 82,877 against approval. · ··- _ .s. 

Pursuant to the proviiSions of the Compact, t:Jie 
Congress of the United States on July 3, 1952 appro'{ed 
the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 
O n July 11, 1952 the Constitutional Convention of 
Puerto Rico by resolution accepted amendments -pro
posed by the Congress and took the final step in ratify- . 
ing the Constitution of the Commonwealth. The Com
monwealth was duly insta lled on July 25, 1952 and 
the flag of P uerto Rico was raised beside the flag · of 
the United States. 

The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, therefore, repre- . 
sents the government that the people of Puerto -Rico 
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have freely adopted. It r eflects our own decision as 
to the type of institutions and the kind of relat ionship 
lo the United States wh ich we desire. T here can be no 
doubt that in the full sense of the term, in form as 
well as in fact, the people of Puerto Rico are now 
self-governing. W e have chosen 'Our institutions and 
relationship with the United States. 'vVe have deter
mined the nature and distribution of the powers of 
government. We have created our own Constitution 
under which we established our own government, the 
nature of which is described in article I, sect ion 2 of 
the Constitution as follows : 

"The government of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico shall be republican in form and its legislative, 
judicial and executive branches as established by 
this Constitution shall be equally subordinate to the 
sovereignty of the people of Puerto Rico." 

Under thi s Constitu tion, of course, all our officials are 
either ekctccl by the people or arc appointed by officials 
whom we elect. T he lcgislati vc power of the Com
mon wealth under th e compact and the Constitution cs
srnt ially parallels that of the state governments. The 
laws enacted by the Government of the Commonwealth 
pursuant to the compact cannot be repealed or modified 
by external authority, and their effect and valid ity arc 
subj ect to adjudicat ion by the courts. Our status and 
the terms of our association with the United States 
canuot be changed without our full consent. 

The people of Puerto Rico are firm supporters of 
the U nited Nations, and this great organization may 
confidently rely upon us for a continuation of that 
good wil l. The Government of the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico will be ready at a ll times to co-operate 
with the United States in seeking to advance th e 
P urposes and Principles of the United Nations. 
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