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We, the p€cple of Puerto Rico, in order t o orgnnizc curselves 
politically on a fully democrntic bnsis, to promcte t he g<meral WE:lfnre, 
1md to secure;, for ourselves and our p osterity the complete enj ::Jyment cf 
human rights, placing our trust in Almighty God, d o ordain nnd establish 
this Constitution for the commonweal th which, in the exercise of our 
nntural rights, we now create within '.)Ur uni en with the United States cf 
America. 

In so doing, we declare: 

The democrotie system is fundamental t o the life of the Puert o Rican 
community; 

We understand thnt the demoerotic system of government is one in 
which the will of the people is· the source of public power, the political 
order is subordinate t o the rights of mon, and the free portici potion of 
the citizen in collective decisions is assured; 

We consider as determining fnctora i n onr life our citizenship of 
the United Stntes of America and our aspiration c ontinually t o enrich 
our democratic heritnge in the individual and collective enj oym.ent of 
its rights and privileges; our 1 oyal ty to thr;; principles of the Federal 
Constitution; the coexistence in Fuert e• Rico of the two great cultures . 
of the American Hemisphere; our forv .::i r f 8r education; our faith in · 
justice; Qur devotion t o the courageous, industrious, and pe Ll ceful way 
of life; our fidelity to individual human volues ab ove and beyond social 
position, rnciol differences., and econ omic interests; and (; u.:·· hope for 
a better world based on these principl es. 

ARTICl.E I 

rHE COMMONNEALTH 

Section 1.-The C om..''IL . .mwenl th r;f Fuerte Rico is hereby CDnsti tuted • . 
Its political power emonates from the people ond sha ll be exercised in 
accordance with their will, within the terms of the compact agreed upon 
between the pGcple of Puerto Rico ~nd the United States of America. 

Section 2 .-The government of the C ommonweHl th of Puerto Rico shall 
be republican in form end its legisl3tive, judicial nnd executive branch­
~s as established by this Constitution shell be equally subordinate to 
the s c'vereignty of the people of PuErto Rico. 
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Section 3.~The political authority of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico shall extend to the Island of Puerto Rico and to the adjacent 

. i's-lands within its jurisdiction. 

Section 4.-The seat of the government shall be the city of San Juan. 

ARTICLE II 

BILL OF RIGHTS 

Sectien l.~The dignity of the human being is inviolable. All men 
are equal before the law. No discrimination sh.all be made ~n account of 
race, color, sex, birth, social origin or condition, or political 0r 
religious ideas. Both the laws and the system of public educati~n shall 
embody these principles of essential human equality. 

Section 2.~The laws shall guarantee the expression of the will of 
the people by means of equal, direct and secret U.niversal suffrege and 
shall protect the citizen against any ooercion ·in the exercise of the 
electoral f'ranchise. · 

Section 3.~No law $hall be made respecting an establishment 0f 
~eligion Qr prohibiting the free exercise thereof. There shall be 
complete separation of church and state. 

Section 4.-No law shall be made abridging the freed.am of s~h 
or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and 
to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 

Section s.~Every person has the right to an educati 
·be directed to the full development filf the human personali 
strengthening of respect f~r hume.n rights and fundamen~al f 
There shall be a system of free and wholly non-sectarian 
Instruction . in the elementary and secondary schools shall free and shall 
be compulsory in ·the elementary schools to the ext~nt permi · < by the 
facilities of the state. No public property or ,Public fund\ .. . all be used 
for the support of schools or eduoe..,,tional institution:( o~I than tho~~ 
of the state• .. Nothing contained in this provision 13hall prevent the state 
i'roip. furnishing to ~n.y child _:r~_g_n .. educatiotl.81 services &Sta\Jlished by law 
f'or 'thf, pro~:~ion or welfare of chil&ren.k 

ki3y Resolution number 34, approved by the Constitutional Ceavention 
and rati!'ied in the Refe:r:endum held on November 4, 1952 11 aee-tion S of ar­
ticle II was amended. adding to such section the following de6laration: 
"Compulsory at.tendance at elementary public schools ti" the &Xtetlt permitted 
by the facilities of the state as herein provided ·shall not btl c~nstrued 
as applicable to those who receive -elementary education in seb.ools--esta­
blished under non-gavermnental auspice.s • 11 
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Section 6.-Persor..s moy j oir.. with G'.:' Ch et he r rind or gnniz e fr. ee ly 
f or nny hwdul pur p0s e , except in mili t f.l ry er qua si-mili tery nrg ani .za ti<.m.s • 

Se cti op 7 .-The right t o life, lib0r ty ~nd the enj oyment r>f prop0rty 
is reo ognized. as a funda mental right of rnan . The dea th pena lty shall n :-i t 
exist. · No person s hall be deprived of his liberty or pr ope rty without ·:J ue 
process of law. No pGrs on in Puerto Ric o shall be denied the e qua l 
protection of the laws. No l aw s impairing the obligat i on of c ontracts 
shall be enacted. A minimum amount of property and possessions shall be 
exempt fr om n.t tnchment a s pr ovided by lcrw. 

Section 8.-Every pers on ha s the right to the pr otecti on of l aw 
ag~ inst abusive ·1 ttncks on .his h on o:r, re put::1 ti on and private or f amily 
life. 

Secti on 9 .-Priva t e pr oper ty shall n ot be taken or dameged f or public 
use except upon payment ::>f just c ompensa tion and in the Jillanner provided by 
law. No law shall be ena cted authorizing c ondemnation of printing presses, 
machinery er material devoted t o publicati ons of a ny kind • . The building s 
in which these objects are l oca t e d may be c ondemned only after a jud icia l 
finding of public convE;nience ond necessity pursuant to procedure that 
shal1 be provided by law. and may be t a ken before such a judici a l finding 
;mly when there is placed at the disposition of the publication an adequate 
site in which it can be installed and continue t o operate f or a re a s onable 
time. 

Secti on 10.;._The right of the peoplo t o be secure in their persnns, 
. h ouses, papers and e ffects against unr e <:1sonable seerches ond s e izure s 

shall n ot be vi olated. 

Wire-tapping. is pr ohibited. 

No warrant for arrest or s earch and sei~ure shall iss.ue except by 
judicia l authority and only up on pr o~able cause supported by oath or 
affirmation, nn d. particula rly describing the pla ce to be s0arche:J and 
the persons t o be arrested or the things t c be s e ized. 

Evidence obtainec. in vi olati on of this section sha ll be in8dmissibl e 
ir. the 0 our ts • 

Section 11.--In all crimina l prosecuti ons, the accused shall enj oy 
the right t o hrnre a speedy and public tria l, t o be informed of the na tur e 

.and cause of the a ccu~ o ti on r.md to have a copy thereof, to be confr onted 
wi.th the witnesses against him, t o have c ompuls ory process f or obtaining 
witnesses in his favor, t o ha ve assistanc e of c ouns e l, and t c be pre,sumeG 
innocent. 

In alJ. prc.secutiqm f nr a f e l ony the a cc used shall have the right of 
trial by an i mpartia l ,iury c omposed of t we l ve resi dents of the district, 
who may render their ve rdict by a majority v ote whi.ch in no· case m8y be 
iess than nine. · 
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No pe rs on shnll be c nmpell ec1 in nr..y crir.i.i nol cns t: t n be: .'.1 wi tneo s 
against hims e lf nnd the f nilure of the ~ccused t o t e stify may be ne ither 
t "J ken into conside r ati on r.nr comment ed u pon ogciinst him. 

No person shall he twice put in je opa r dy of' punishment fx the som,~ 

offex:ise. 

Befc. r e c onvicti on ev-e_ry accused sha ll be entitled t o be admi ttd. t D 
bnil. 

Inca rcer a ti on prior t n tria l shal l nnt exceed six ~onths n~r sha ll 
hoil or fines be excessive . No p0 rson shr> ll be impris one d fr• r debt. 

Secti on 12 ...... Nei thEr slave ry n or involuntn ry s e rvitude sha ll exist 
· except in t he l a tter c nse a s a punishment f or crime 3ft e r the accused has 
be en duly convicted. Crue l and .unusu'1 1 punishments shall not be inflicted, 
Suspension of civil rights including the right t " v ot e ~holl cease upon 
service of the t e rm of impris onment i mposed . 

No ex post facto law or bill of '.:lttainder shall be passed. 

Secti on 13.~The writ of habeas corpus shall be granted without deley 
and free of c osts. The privilege of the writ of habe a s c or pus ,ehall not 
be suspended, unless the public safety req~ires it in c a se of rebelli onJ 
insurrecti on or invasi on . Only the Leg islative As sembly she ll hove the 
pnwer to suspend the pri vilet;6 of' the writ of hobeos c or pus nnd the lows 
r eguloting its issu~nce. 

The militF.1ry nuthority shall nlwoys be subordinate t 0 civil nuthr:i rity. 

Secti on 14 .-Nr) titles nf n r-bility or other }ue re ditory hrmors shall 
be granted. No officer or empl oy6e of the Commonw ea lth shall accept gifts, 
donations, de c oroti rms or offices from nny f oreign country o_f officer 
without prior outhoriz::ition b y the Legislative Assembly •. 

Secti on 15.-The empl oyment of child ren less than f ourteen years of 
age in ony occu~; a tion which is pr e judicia l t o their hea lth or morals· or 
which places them i n j eopa r dy of life or limb is prohibited . 

No child less than sixteen years of 0ge shall be kept i n custody 
in a jail or penitenti ary. 

Section 16.-Tho right of every employee t o choos e his occupation 
fr eely :md to resign therefr om is rec ognize cl , os is his right t o equo1 • 
pay for equal work, t o a reas onable minimum salary, t o protection against 
risks t o his heolth or pers on in his work er employment, and t o an 
ordinary workday which shall not exceed eight h ours. An employee may 
work in excess of this da ily limit only i f he is pa id extra c ompensati on 
as provided by law, a t a r a t e never less than one r> nd on e.-half · times the 
r egular rate a t which he is employed. 
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Section 17.- Persons employed by private businesses, enterprises and 
individual employers and by agencies or instrumentalities of the govern­
ment operating as private businesses or enterprises, shall have the right 
to organize and to bargain collectively with their employers through repre­
sentatives of their own free choosing in order to promote their welfare. 

Section 18.- In order to assure their right to organize and to bargain 
collectively, persons employed by private businesses, enterprises and 
individual employers and by agencies or instrumentalities of the govern­
ment operating as private businesses or enterprises, in their direct re­
lations with their own employers shall have the right to strike, to picket 
and to engage in other legal concerted activities. 

Nothing herein contained shall impair the authority of the Legislative 
Assembly to enact laws to deal with grave emergencies that clearly imperil 
the public health or safety or essential public services. 

Section 19.-- The foregoing enumeration of rights shall not be con­
strued restrictively nor does it contemplate the exclusion of their rights 
not specifically mentioned which belong to the people in a democracy. 
The power of the Legislative Assembly to enact laws for the protection 
of the life, health and general welfare of the people shall likewise not 
be construed restrictively. 

*Section 20.- The Commonwealth also recognize the existence of the 
following human rights; 

The right of every person to receive free elementary and secondary 
education. 

The right of every person to obtain work. 

The right of every person to a standard of living adequate for the 
health and well-being of himself and his family and especially to food, 
clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services. 

The right of every person to social protection in the event of 
unemployment, sickness, old age or disability. 

The right of motherhood and childhood to special care and assistance. 

* By Resolution number 34, approved by the Constitutional Convention 
and ratified in the Referendum held on November 4, 1952, section 20 of 
article II was eliminated. 
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The rights s e t forth in this secti on ar6 clos e ly cormected with the 
progressive. development of the economy of the Commonwe olth and requir e , 
for their full effectiveness, sufficient res ources and an agricultur a l 
and industrial development not y 0t a t ta ined by the Puerto Rican community. 

In th€ light of the ir duty to achieve t he full liberty of the citiz Em , 
the people and the government of BJe rt o Ric o s hall do everything in t he ir 
power to promote the grea test possible expansion of the system of productio:c , 
to assur e the fairest distribution of economic output, ::md to obtain the 
maximum understanding be tween individual initiative and collective co ope r a ­
tion. The exe cutive and judicia l branche s s hall bear in mind this duty 
:md s.hall construe the l aws t hat tend to f ulfill it in the most f a vorabl ~ 
m::mner p ossibl e . 

ARTIC LE III 

THE LEGISLATURE 

Section l.~The legisl a tive power s ha ll be ve sted in a Leg isl a tive 
Assembly, which shall consist of two h ouses, the Senate and the Hous e of 
Representatives whose members shall be e lecte d by dir e ct vote nt e a ch 
general electi on. 

Section 2.-The SGna te shnll be c omp os ed of twenty-seven Se nators 
and the House of Repres enta tive s of fi f ty- one ReprEJsentnti ves, exce pt 1:1 s . 
the se numbers may be incre ased in acc ordance with the pr ovisions of 
Section 7 of this Article. 

Secti on 3.-For the purpos e of ele cti on (·. f members of the Legisl a tive 
Assembly, Puerto Rico shall be divided into e ight s enatorial .districts cmd 
forty repr e ~enta tives districts. Ea ch seriet ori nl district sha ll elect 
two Senators and e ach r e presentative district one Repres entative~ 

The re she1 ll als o be eleven Senators and eleven li.epr esenta tives . electod. 
at large. No el e ctor may vote for mor e than one candidate f or Senator at 
La rge or for mor e than one c ::mdidate f or Representative at Large. 

Section 4.-In the first and subs 0quent electi ons un der _this Const.itu­
ti on the di visi on of s en a torial nnd representative districts as ·pr ovicied._,:· 
in Article VIII shall be in eff e ct. Afte r e ach decennial census beginning 
with the.year 1960, s a id divisi on shall be r evised by a BoDrd c omp os.ed tlf 
the Chfof Justice of the Supreme Court as Cha irman and of two additiona l 
members app ointed by the Governor with the advice and c onsent of the Senate . 
The two additi onal members shnll not bdong to the s ame political par.ty. 
Any revision shall mainta in the number of s enet ori 1)l and representoti ve 
districts her e cr6a ted, which sha ll be c ompe s cd of contiguous a nd compoct 

territory ~nd sholl be ~)r ganiz ed, ins ofar a s prncticable, upon the basis 
of po-pulation and means of c ommunic nti cm . Ea ch senatoria l district shell 
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•)1Ways inclu-:Jt.; fi VC repres entot:i V 6 r~ istri cts • 

The decisions of the B0ord shell bs &~de by maj~rity vote and shell 
t ake effect in the general elections next f oll owing each revisi :;n. The 
Board s.hall ceas e t o exist aftc: r the c ompl etion of ench revisi on. 

Section 5.-No person shnll be a membe r of the L€g islative Asse::1bly 
unless he is able to read and write the Spanish or English langua ge :mC' 
unless he is a citizen of the United St::ites and of Puert o Rico and has 
r esided in Pue rto Rico ot leost two years immediately pri or t o the date 

· of his electi on or opJ?ointment . . No person sha ll be a member of the SenElte 
who is not over thirty ye ars of'. age, snd no person sholl be 8 member of 
the House of Representatives who is not over twenty-five ye ors of oge. 

Section 6.-No pers on sholl be eligible t o election or appointmen t 
EI S · Senator or Representative for a district unl e ss he has resided ther ei n 
at least one year immediately prior t o his electi1)n or appointment. Nhen 
there is more than one re presentative district in G municipality, resi dence 
in the· municipality sha 11 s <;i tisfy this r equirement. 

Section 7 .-If in a general election mc; r e than two-thirds of the 
members of either hc·use are e lected from one political pGrty or from · a 
single ticket, ns both are defined by law, the number of members sholl he 
increased in the f oll owing cases: 

(a) If th6 party or ticket which elected more than tw ::>-th,ird of the 
members of either or both houses shall have obtnined less than t\vo-thirds 
of the t otnl number of votes cast f or the office of Govarnor, the number 
of members of the Senate or of the House of Representative or of both 
hodies, whichever may be the · cnse, sha 11 be incre nsed by decllHing elected . 
8 suffici ent number of cnndidr.ites of the minority pa rty or' parties to 
bring the t otal number of members of the minority party or parties to nine 
in the Senate and to seventeen in .the House of Representntives. Vv hen th6re . 
is more than one minority party, said additional members shi:i ll be decbred 
elected fr om among the candida tes of 6ach minority party in the prop1.1rti on 
that the number of v otes cast f or the c ~ndidnte · of each of said parties f or 
the office of GCJvernor bea rs t o the total numbe r of votes cast f or the 
candidates of a ll the min ority parties for. the office of Govern or. 

When one or more minority parties shc111 have obtnined representati on 
in a proportion equnl to or greater than the proportion of votes received 
by thei r respective candidates f or Governor, such party or pa rties shall 
not be entitled to nd :litional members until the representation established 
for each of the other minority parties _under these provisi ons shall have · 
been completed. 

(b) If' the party or ticket which elected more than two-thirds of the 
members of either or both houses shall have obtained more than two-thir~s 
of the total nUJY;ber of v otes cast f or the offi ce of Govern or, and one 
or more minority po rties shall not have elected the number of members in 
the Senate or in the House of Representstives or in both houses, whichever 
may he the ctJse, which c orres ponds to the proportion of Vr:ltes c ~rnt by each 
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c.f· them fo r the officE, of Governor, such add ition al numb e r of t he ir 
candidates shall be de cla red e lected as i s necoss or y iu or der to cor;q:; l c tE: 
said proportion as nearly a s possible, but the numb e r of Sena tor s of all 
t he minority parties sha ll never, unde r this pr ovi si on , be mo r e than nine 
or that of Representatives more than s ev~nto en . 

In order to select additional memb0rs of the Legislative Ass embly 
f rom a minority party in a ccordance with thes o provisions, its candidate s 
at large who have not been elected shall be the first to be · de cl a r ed e l ect.:,d 
in the· .order of t he votes tha t they have obtained, and the r eaft er its 
district cand idates who, not having been elected, have obtoincd in the ir 
respective districts · the h ighes t proportion of the tot9l number of vote I:' 
cast as compared to the proportion of votes cast in favor of othe r cendidotes 
of' the s ame party uot elected t o nn equol o:t fi c e in the othe r c.l istrici::.;.·. 

The aciditional Sena t ors and Representntives whose election is declor ed 
under .this . section shall be cons idered for nll purp ose s as Sena t ors a t 
Large or Repres en t atives a t Large . 

The measures n6cessary t o implement thes e guarantees, the me thod r.f 
adjudicating fr acti ons t ha t may result from t he application of the rules 
con tained in this secti on , ~ nd the minimum number of votes that a minority 
party must cast in fav or of its c::mdidB t e f or Governor in ord e r to have 
the right. to the !'e pre sentation providecl herein sha ll be determined by thu 
Legislative Ass embly. 

·S6ction 8.-'rhe term ::i f offi ce of Senators and Repres en t s. tives sha ll 
begin · ·on the second da y of Janua ry i mmedia t e ly foll owing the date of t he 
general e lecti on in which they shall ha ve been elected. If, pri or to the 
fifte en months i rmnedi otely preceding the dnte of the ne.xt gene ral· electi.:m , 

' o. va cancy occurs in the office of Serwt ::.1r or Repr esenhitive for ll district, 
the Governor shall coll a spe cial e l e cti on in said distr ict ·within thirty · · 
days following the dnte on which the vo.cnncy occurs. This election shall 
be he ld not late r than ninety da ys after the call, and the person elected 
shall hold office for the r es t of the unexpired t Er m of· his predecessor. 
Nhen said vacancy occurs during a. legisla tive sessi on , or when the Legis­
loti ve A'ssemb ly or the Semi te ha s been called for a date prior t o the 
certification bf t he results of the special e l e cti on , the preceding offic e r 
of the app.roprinte· h ous e shall fill s a i d vacancy by appointd:ng t t he per s on 
recommended b y the centra l c ommittee of the politic a~ pa rty of which his 
predecessor in office was a member. Such pe rs on sholl ho l d the off ice until 
certificati on of the election of the candi da t e who ·wa s elected • . Whe~ the ' 
va ca::icy occurs within fifteen months prior t o a general election, or when 
it .o qcurs in th€ office of a Sena t or a t La r ge or a Re pr e sen t a tive at Lar ge, , 
the presiding offi ce r of the appr opri a t e house shall fill it, up on t he 
rec orrunendation of the p olitical pnrty of' which the pr evi ous h ol de r of the 
office was a membe r, by appointing a person s e lected in the s ame m~nner ~s . th0 t· 

in which his predecessor was· selected. A va c ~mcy i n the of'fi ce of a Sen;:i t or 
nt Large or a Repr esenta tive at Large electe ,: a s an inde pendent candida te 
shall b~ filled bv an ~lection in all districts. 
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Section S o-Eoch house shnll ~)e the s ole judg e of' the electi on, 
returns ond qua lificati ons of its members; sholl chcos e its own off icE. r s; 
shall adopt rules f or its own pr oceedings appr opria te t o legislative 
b odies; and, wi th the c oncurrence of thre e-f ~mrths of the t ot e 1 number 
of members of which it is comp os ed , may expel any membe r f or the caus e s 
e stablished in Secti on 21 of this Article, outhLJrizing i mpeachments. ThG 
Sonnte shall elect a President :rnd the Hous e c.f Represent Dtive s a Spenker 
fr om among their respective members. 

Secti on 10.-The Leg isl ative Assembly shall be deemed 'J c ontinues 
b .-,dy during the t e rm f or which its members ore elected and shs ll mee t i n 
r egulo r sess i rm es ch year c ormnencing on the sec ond Monday i n January. The;, 
auretion of r egul Br se ssi ons and the perioes of time f or intr oduction ~na 
consi de r [l ti on r.f lJ ills sha ll be pr es cribed by low. When the Governor ca l ls 
the Leg isln t i vo Asser:i.bly int ro specia l sessi on it mgy c ons i der only those 
mn tters specifi ed. in the cnll or in ony s pecial message s ent t :) it by him 
during the s e ss i on. No special s e ssi on shell c ontinue l onger thon tw enty 
calenda r dnys. · 

Section 11.-The s e ssi ons of ea ch ·hc,us e:.sha ll be open. 

Section 12 .-A mnj ori ty :)f the tota l number of members of which e a ch 
h ouse is c omp osed shall c on::: ti tute a· qu orum, but a smaller nwnber moy 
adjourn from day t o day nnd shsll have .?i uthcrj.ty t o c ompel· the attendance 
of nbsent members. 

Section 1 30 -The t w r: h ouses shall mee t in the Capito l of Puerto Rico 
and neither of them may adjourn f or more than three c onsecutive days 
without t he c onsen t c,f the other. 

Section 14.--No mem'ter of the Legislative Assembly shDJ.l be nrrested · 
while the house, of' which he is 1:1 member is i n s es si on, or during the 
fifteen days before or ofter 'such s e ssion, except f or tr eas on, f e l ony or 
br each of the pea c e . The members of the Leg i slative As sembly sholl net 
be questi oned in any other pl a ce f or any s pee ch, debate or v ote in either 
h ouse or in any c ommitt ee . 

Secti on 15.-- No Senator or Representa tive may, during the t e rm ·for 
which he wos elected or clrn s en, be appointed t o any civi l r)ff ice in the 
Government cf Puert 0 Rico, its municipa liti es or instrumenta liti es, which 
shall have been crea t ed or the · sa l a ry of which shall hove been i ncreased 
0uring s n ir'I term. No person mny hold off ice in the Gove rnment of Pue r.t o 
Ric o, its munici poli ti es or i nstrumentalities a nd be n Senator or Re pre­
sentative at the s ame time, The se pr ovisi ons s hci ll not pr event a member 
of the Legislative Assembly f r om being des i gnated to perform functi ons 
ad h on0rem. · 

Section 16.~The Legisla tive Assemb ly shall have t he powe r t o create, 
C •)nsolic~ate or :re or ganize executive depsrtments nnd t o define their 
functions. 
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Secti on 17.-N o bill sha ll bec ornr o lC\w unless it h c1S :K en printc ", 
rend, referred t <l n c ornmi tte c ".l nd r e turned ther efr om vii th u written 
re port, but either h ouse r.iny d ischarge o c ci:m!ittee fr om the study and 
re p0rt of any bill and pr oceed t ': the c onsidernti on thereof. Each h c.usG 
shall keep a j uurnnl of its proceedings ~r~:1 of the v otes Cf.lst f or 1rnd 
against bills. The legisla tive procee dinE:; s s hnll be published in n daily 
record in the f orm determined by low. Every bill, exce pt generol a ppr opri £i ­
ti on bills, shnll be c onfined to one subject, which shall be clearly exr res s , 
in its title, n nd any part of on net whose subject has not been expres~ed 
in the titl0 sholl be v oid. The genercil n /pr opriotion net shall c onta in 
only oppropriotions and rules for their jisbursement. No bill shall b 0 
amended in a manner tha t chtn1ges its original purp ose or incorporates mottE.Jr-:: 
extraneous t o it. In amending ::my article or secti on of a l[rw, snid nrticls 
or .secti on sha ll he pr omulgateft in its entirety os nmended. All bills f 0r 
rnising revenue sha ll originnte in the House of Representatives, but the 
Senate may r:rop oso or c oncur ·with amenc!.ments a s on other bills • 

. Section 18 .-The subjects which mriy be dea lt with by means of jr.int 
resolution shall be determined by law, but eve ry joint resolution shall 
follow the snme leg islative pr ocess as tha t of a bill. 

Secti on 19.-Every hill which is a pproved by n maj ority of the t obl 
number 0f members of which each h ouse is c ompos ed shnll be submitted t (', 
the Governor ond smll be c ome l aw if he signs it or if he does n ut return 
it, with his objections, t c the h ouse in which it originated within ten 
days (Suncbys exc epted) c ounting from the date on which he, shall hnve 
received it. 

When the Governor r e turns a bill, the h ouse that receives it shall 
enter his objections on its journa l and b oth h ouses may reconsider it. 
If ap pr oved by two-thirds of the total number of members of which ea~h 
house is c omposed, said bill shall become law. 

If the Le6 islative Ass embly adjourns sine die before the Governor 
has acted on a b ill thot has beeri presented t o him less than ten days 
before, he is r e lie ved of the abligati cn of r~turning it with his 
objections and the bill shall bec ome low only if the Governor signs it 
within thirty days ofter rec e iving it. 

Every final passag e or rec onsideration of a bill shall be by a .roll­
cnll vote. 

Secticn 20.--In appr oving any appr opriati on bill thnt contains more 
than one item, t he Governor may elimina t e one or more of such items er 
reduce their amounts, a t the same time r erlucing; the total amounts in v ol vec . 

Secti on 21.~The House of Representatives shall have exclusive pcwer 
tc' initiate impea chment pro•eedings and , with the c oncurrence of two­
thirds of the total nurr~be r of members r_; f which it is comp osed, to bring 
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nn indictment. The Senc t e s hn ll have cxcl us i ve powE. r t o try ~J nr-1 to i ecitle 
i mpe nchment cas e s, anj in meeting f or such pur pos e s t he Sen-:1 t ors shnll a ct 
in the name of the peopl e nnd unc! er oa t h ur nffi r moti on. lfo j udgment cf 
c onv iction in an i mpea chment tri a l s ha ll be pr onoun ce rJ without the c oncurr0nce 
of three -fourths of the t otal numbe r of membe rs of which the Sena t e is 
Cf)mpose d ., nn d the judgment shfl ll be limited t o r emova l fr om of fice. The 
person i mpe a ched , h ow eve r, may be liab l e and s ur,j e ct t c indictme nt, tri 13 l, 
judgment and punishment a cc or d ing t o l e.w. The caus e s of i mpe a chment s hall 
be trenson, bribery, other fel onies, m~.d misdemean ors involving mor a l tur pi­
tude. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall preside a t the i m­
pea chrr£nt trial of the Governor. 

The tw c h ous e s ma y c onduct i mpeoch..'ile nt pr oce e d ings in their r egu lar 
or s pe cial ses s i ons. The pr es i d ing of f ice r s of the t wo h ouse s, upon 
written request of tw o-thirds of the t otal numbe r of membe rs of which 
the Hous·e of Re p r e s enta tives ii;; c ompos ed , must c onvene them to deal with 
such proceedi ngs. 

Secti on 22.-The Governor shall o;ipoint a Con t r oller with the advice 
a rid c onsent of a ma j ority of the t ot a l number of members of which eoch h ous e 
is c omposed . The Contr oller s ha ll mee t the r equirements prescr i bed by l aw 
an_d shall hold office f or a te r m of ten y ears nnd until his · success or ha s 
been a p pointed nnd qualifie s. The Cont r oller sha ll a udit 811 the revenues, 
acc ounts an0 ex pend i tur e s rf the Commonwealth , of its ag encie s ond in­
strumenta lities ::rnd nf its municipalities, in or de r t o iie t e r mine whe t he r 
they have be en mn c'1. e in o_cc or danc e with l aw. He sha ll r en de r annua l r e ports 

_and any s pe ci nl r eports thot may he r equire :l of him by the Legislat.i ve 
Assembly or by the Gove r nor. 

In the pe rf or manc e of his (luti e s t he Contr oller. sha ll · be ~uthoriz ed 
t o a dministe r ooths, t oke evi dence and c ompel; unde r pa~n of c ontemp~, the 
attendance of wi t ne ss e ss an d the pr oducti on of b ooks, l e t tl!; rs, d ocuments, 
papers, r e c or ds on d r:1 ll othe r articl e s deeme d e s sentia l to o fl,l.11 under­
standing of the mo tte r under investiGati on. 

The Contr olle r may be r emoved f or the c aus e s and. pursuant t o the 
pr ocedure established i n the pr e ceding secti on . 

ARTICLE IV 

THE EXEC UT I VE 

Secti on 1.-The exe cuti ve powe r s ha ll be ve sted in a Gov ern or ., who 
sha ll be elected by d irect v ot e in e ach gene r a l electi on. 

Secti on 2.-The Gove rnor ishall h ol d of fice f or the t e rm nf f our 
y ears from the sec ond da y of J anuary of t he yen r f ollowinE his electi on 
ond until his succ e ss or h '3 s been e lected and qua lifi es. Ho shall r e side 
in Puert o Rico ond ma intoin his offic e in its c a pita l c i ty. 
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Section 3.-Nc person sha ll be Gcv0rn or unless, •_in t he c!nte of the 
e lection, he is nt l eos t thirty-five years of Cl[6 , enc is and hn s been 
during the preceding five years n citiz en of the United States nnd a 
citizen and bona fi~e resident of Puertc Rico. 

Section 4.-The Govern or shnll execute the l aw s :rnd csuse them t ;:, be 
executed. 

He skill coll t he Legislntive Ass embly i:; r the Senn t e into specia l 
session when in his judgment the public i ntere st so r equir e s. 

He shnll Dp 1:oint, in the manner prG scr i bed by this C onsti tu ti on ur 
by lllW, a 11 offi cers whc·se ai> ;:iointment he is nuthori~ed t o mnk6 . He 
sha ll have the povver t o make npp ointments whi_le the Legislntive A~sembly 
is n ot in session. i~ny such a pp ointments th!l t require the ndvice [;lnd 
c onsent :of the Senate r) r of both hous es sho 11 expire nt the end of the 
next regula r sessi on . 

He shall be the c omm;:rnder-in-chief of the militin. 

He shnll ri.1:1ve tho power t o coll out the .militio "1n.:1 ·s ummon the posse 
c omitatus in or de r t o prevent or suppress r ebelli on , invasi on or any 
seri ous disturbDnce of the pub lic pe£lce. 

He sha ll have:the powe r t o proclaim mertial law when th(;) pub lic 
safety requir es it in case of rebellion or invasion or imminoµt danger 
thereof. The Legislnt i ve Ass embly shall mpe t fc.rthwi th on t{.le:i;r own 
initiative to ratify or revoke the pr ocLnriciti on. · 

He shall ha ve the powe r t o suspen'.'l the execution of sentences in 
criminal cases an:l t o gnmt pa rd ons, c ommuta ti ons of punishment, on cJ. t ots l 
or psrtial remissi ons of fines nnd forf e itures f or crimes c ommitted in 
violation of the l:::rws of Puerto Rico. This ·rower shn ll n ot extend to 
ca ses of impeach·nent. 

He shDll approve or di sa pp r ove in ac c orccince with this Constituti on 
the joint resolutions and bills passed by the Legislative Assembly. 

He sha ll pr esent -t o the . Legislative Assembly, Dt the beg inning of 
eoch regular session, n mes s nr;e c oncerning; the; affa irs of the Cornmonwenlth 
~i:id a re port c oncerning the st::i t e of the Tre asury of Puerto Ric o and the 
proposed expenditures f or the ens uing fiscal year. So.id report shall 
c ontain the infor ma t.i cn necess a ry for the formulatiL'n of a prog ram of 
legislation. 

He sh.'111 exGrcise the other powers ond functions and discharge .. the 
other duties a ssigned to him b y this Constitution or by lnw. 
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Se ction 5.-F~ r the purp ose elf exe rcising executive p rJwer, the Go1Te ru ··, r 
shal l be assisted by Secretn ri~s whom he shall appoint with the advice and 
consent oft he Sencite. The app ointment cf t he Secret3ry of Stnte shnl l i n 
addition require the advice and c nnsent of the House of Representatives , 
and the person appointed sha ll. ful.fill the requirements established in 
Section 3 of this Article. The Se cretnries shall c oll e ctively c onsti tate 
the Governor's r>d v isory council, \~hich shall b0 desginnted ::is the Council 
of Secret1J ries. 

Section 6.-Jili thout prejudice t o the p cwer of the Legislntive Ass emb ly 
tc, crea te, re orgnnize nnd• ' consolidnte exe cutive departments and t o define 
their ·functions, the f oll owing depa rtmen ts a r e hereby established: st~te, 
Justice, Education, Henlth, Treasury, Labor, Ag riculture '.lnd Comrm::rce, 2DJ 

Public Works. Each of these executive depa rtme ·.ts shall be h e£1ded by a 
~eere tnry. 

Section 7 .-Nhen u vacancy occurs i n the c:ffic·e of Governor, c;:,usecl 
by death, resigna ti on, r emova l, tota l and permonent . incnpacity, or any 
other absolute d isability, s aid office shall devolve .. upon the Secretory 
of State, who shall h old it for the rest cf the t e rm nnd until a new Gover.~~or 

hns been elected and qualifies. In the even t that va can cies exist at t he 
same time in both the office of Governor and thot uf Secretery of State , 
the law shall provide which of the Secretories sh[1ll serve r:is Governor. 

Section 8.-vVhen for any r ·eason the Governor ·is temp ororily unable 
.to perform his functions, the Secretary of State shall substitute for 
·him during the period he is unnble t o serve. If for any re 3·son the 
Secretary qf State is not available, the Secretory determined by 11wi . shall 
temporarily hold the office of Gov0rn or. 

Se ction S.-If t he Governor-elect shall .not hove. qua.lified, or if he 
has quolified and n permanent v £1 cancy c· ccurs in th0 officE; of ·Governor 
b~fore he shall have appointed n Se cretsry of, State, or beforG S3id 
Secretary, having been appointed, shall have qualified , the Legislntive 

'Assembly just elected , uprm convening for its first regub r session, shnll 
e lect, by D majority ·')f the tot£1l number of members of which each house 
is c.omposed, a Govern•~r who shnll hold office until his successor is electsC. 
in the next genernl election and qua lifies. 

Section 10.-The Governor may be re ::10v ed for the cGuses and pursuo:ut 
to the procedure estahlished in Secti on 21 or Article · III of this 
Consti tu ti on. 

ARTICLE V 

'l'HE J UDICIARY 

Secti cL 1.-The judicial power of Puert2 Rieu sha ll be vested in a 
Supreme Court, and in such other c ourts ns m::iy be ·e stoblishcd by law. 
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Section 2.- The courts of Puerto Rico shall constitute a unified 
judicial system for purposes of jurisdiction, operation and administration. 
The Legislative Assembly may create and abolish courts, except for the 
Supreme Court, in a manner not inconsistent with this Constitution; and 
shall determine the venue and organization of the courts. 

Section 3.- The Supreme Court shall be the court of last resort in 
Puerto Rico and shall be composed of a Chief Justice and four Associate 
Justices. The number of Justices may be changed only by law upon request 
of the Supreme Court. 

Section 4.- The Supreme Court shall sit, in accordance with rules 
adopted by it, as a full court or in divisions. All the decisions of the 
Supreme Court shall be concurred in by a majority of its members. No law 
shall be held unconstitutional except by a majority of the total number of 
Justices of which the Court is composed in accordance with this Constitution 
or with law. 

Section 5.- The Supreme Court, any of its divisions, or any of its 
Justices may hear in the first instance petitions for habe..§1! corpus and any 
other causes and proceedings as determined by law. 

Section 6.- The Supreme Court shall adopt for the courts rules of 
evidence and of civil and criminal procedure which shall not abridge, 
enlarge or modify the substantive rights of the partie3. The rules thus 
adopted shall be submitted to the Legislative Assembly at the beginning 
of its next regular session and shall not go into effect until sixty days 
after the close of said session, unless disapproved by the Legislative 
Assembly, which shall have the power both at said session and subsequently 
to amend, repeal or supplement any of said rules by a specific law to that 
effect. 

Section 7.- The Supreme Court shall adopt rules for the administration 
of the courts. These rules shall be subject to the laws concerning 
procurement, personnel, audit and appropriation of funds, and other laws 
which apply generally to all branches of the government. The Chief 
Justice shall direct the administration of the courts and shall appoint 
an administrative director who shall hold office at the will of the Chief 
Justice. 

Section 8.- Judges shall be appointed by the Governor with the ad.vice 
and consent of the Senate. Justices of the Supreme Court shall not assume 
office until after confirmation by the Senate and shall hold their offices 
during good behavior. The terms of office of the other judges shall be 
fixed by law and shall not be less than that fixed for the term of office 
of a judge of the same or equivalent category existing when this Constitution 
takes effect. The other officials and employees of the courts shall be 
appointed in the manner provided by law. 

Section 9.- No person shall be appointed a Justice of the Supreme 
Court unless he is a citizen of the United States and of Puerto Rico, shall 
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have been admitted to the practice of law in Puerto Rico at least ten 
years prior to his appointment, and shall have resided in Puerto Rico at 
least five years immediately prior thereto. 

Section 10.- The Legislative Assembly shall establish a retirement 
system for judges. Retirement shall be compulsory at the age of seventy 
years. 

Section 11.- Justices of the Supreme Court may be removed for the 
causes and pursuant to the procedure established in Section 21 of Article 
III of this Constitution. Judges of the other courts may be removed by 
the Supreme Court for the causes and pursuant to the procedure provided 
by law. 

Section 12.- No j.udge shall make a direct or indirect financial 
contribution to any . ~olitical organization or party, or hold any executive 
office therein, or participate in a political campaign of any kind, or be 
a candidate for an elective public office unless he has resigned his 
judicial office at least six months prior to his nomination. 

Section 13.- In the event that a court or any of its divisions or 
sections is changed or abolished by law, the person holding a post of 
judge therein shall continue to hold it during the rest of the term for 
which he was appointed and shall perform the judicial functions assigned 
to him by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

ARTICLE VI 

GRNERAL PROVIS IONS 

Section 1.- The Legislative Assembly shall have the power to create, 
abolish, consolidate and reorganize municipalities; to change their ter­
ritorial limits; to determine their organization and functions; and to 
authorize them to develop programs for the general welfare and to create 
any agencies necessary for that purpos~ 

No law abolishing or consolidating municipalities shall take effect 
until ratified in a referendum by a majority of the qualified electors 
voting in said referendum in each of the municipalities to be abolished 
or consolidated. The referendum shall be conducted in the manner 
determined by law, which shall include the applicable procedures of the 
election laws in effect when the referendum law is approved. 

Section 2.- The power of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to impose 
and collect taxes and to authorize their imposition and collection by 
municipalities shall be exercised as determined by the Legislative 
Assembly and shall never be surrendered or suspended. The power of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to contract and to authorize the contracting 
of debts shall be. exercised as determined by the Legislative · Assembly. 
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Secti r n 3.-·i'he rul e.; of t axati on i )~ Pucrt c.. Hi c o shrJ ll 1::0 uniform. 

Secti on 4.-Generol elections shr.11 b.::; held every years nn the day 
of No'Tember determine::"'. by the Lei;islntive As~:ernbly. In said elections 
there shnll '.:le e lected n Governr..r, the mere.hers cf the Leg isl.'.:1ti ve Assembly, 
1.rnd the other ·Jfficinls whose ele cti on :. n tha t date is provided f or by 
lQWo 

Every pE-: rs ~m ove r tw enty-one ye 'lrs of ng0 shall he entitled t o v ote 
if he fulfills the othe r c cmd iti ons de termined by law. N0 pe rs on shall 
l)e deprived of the ri ght t::.i vote hec':luse he ,; oe s n ::..' t knov·i h ow t o rend 
,,r write or :foes nr)t own pr ope rty. 

All Ill£1tters c :Jncerning t he elect:~ral process, registr::1tion of voters , 
political lAirties .1 n c'l c~~nr1idotes shall bo fotermined by law. 

Every popularly e l e cted officinl s ha ll ~e ~ l e cted by direct vot e 
and any candidote who receives m<J r e vot es thon any other c .'.lnd i da t e for 
the same offic~ s ha ll be de cla red elect0d. 

Section 5 .-ThG l aws sha ll ·'Je pr omulga t ed in accordance with the 
procedure prescribed by l aw ond shall specify the terms under which they 
~hall take effect. 

Secti on 6.-If Dt thG end of any f i scal year -che Dppr opriciti ons 
necessary for the ordina ry operating expenses of t he g;c.ve rnment and f or 
the payment uf intere~t on and nmortizati un C·f the pub lic debt for the 
ensuing fiscal yQ~r shall not ha ve beer.. made, t he several sums appro­
priate.d in the lost appropirntion octs f or the ob j e cts anr1 purp os e s therein 
. .specified, so f Dr os the same rnny be opplic ablo, sha ll c ontinue in effect 
item. by item, and·the Governor shnll authoriz e the paymants ne c e ssa ry f or 
such purp oses until c nrresp:bnding. nppropriati c.n s ore rrtLlde. 

Section 7 .-The approprintions made for sny fisc nl ye or shall not 
exceed the tota l r evenues, including ovoilnble sur plus, estimate d f or 
soid fiscal year unless the imp osition of t <:1xe s sufficient tr: c over Sfl id 
~ ppropriations is provi ded by l aw • 

. Section 8 .-In Cf\ Se the nvailahle :revenues including surplus f or 01w 

fiscol year are insuf ficient to meet the appr opriati ons mode f or thot yaar, 
interest on the pub lic ct e b t nnd amortization there of shnll first be paid, 
and other dishursements sh:::tll there8fte r be made in ncc or dn nce with th6 
order of priori ties estnblished by lnw . 

Section £ .• -Public. pr ope rty and fund s shall only be dis posed of for 
public purposes, for the support a nct oper c1ti on of state ins ti tut i ons, 
and pursuant to l aw. 

Secti on 10.-No l aw shall give extra compensation t o any public 
· officer, empl oyee , agen·t or contractor . ofter services sha 11 have been 



-1 7-

r r3nde re 0. or c ontr ::i ct made . No l ow s hc1l l. extend t}1c te r m c•f' any put lie 
of f icer or d i mi n i s h hi s SCl lo ry or emol uments c,f tcr hi s el E: cti c1n or 
ai:ipointment. No pe rs on sh8ll C: r .?Jw G SCT l a r y f :)r mor e t ha n on e office 
or positi on i n t he ,~ove rnment of Puerto Ric ."J . 

Secti 0 n 11.-Thc su l or i es of t he Gov(;r;vr, t he Se cre t a ries, t he 
members c.f the Leg i sli:i tive Ass embly, t he Contr oll e r 9nd Judge s s ha ll 
be fixed by a s peci a l l l1W and , except for the s a laries of the mombers 
of the Legisl oti ve As semb l y , sho 11 not be de crensed duri ng t he t e r ms 
f or which t hey nr e elected or BPF·Oi n t d . The s n l a ri e s of t he Gove r nor 
nnd the Con t r ul l e r sha l l n ot 1.1e increa sed dur i ng s o i d t e rms. N0 · 
increa s e i n t he sa l a ri es of t he members of the Leg i s l a tive lisserrit l y 
shall t oke effe ct until the expira ti on .of the t e r m c f the Le[ is ln tive 
Assembly during which i t is enacted . A:ny r educti on of t he s a l a rie s of 
the members of t he Leg i s l a ti ve Assemb l y s ha ll be e f fe c t ive only during 
the te;rm of t he Leg i s l ati ve As s embl y -whi ch a '~pr oves it. 

Secti on 12 .--The Gove r n nr shall occupy sn::l us e , free of rent, the 
build ing s and pr operti e s he l ong i ng t o t he Commonwea l th which h11ve J...,e e-a 
or shall he reaft er be us e d nnd 0Ccupi ed by hirr: ns chie f exe cutive . 

Se cti on. 13.-The pr oc edure f or gr anting fr a nchis e s, rights, privi­
leges a n d c onc e ssi ons of a public or quasi-puh lic na ture shall be deter­
mine d by Lxw , but ev6 ry ". c rmcess i un of thi s k i nd t o a pe rs on Jr pri 1rn t e 
entity must be appr ov ed by t he Gove r nor 0 1· by t he exe cutive cffi cbl 
wh om he de s i gnetos. E-ve ry fr anchis e 9 right, privil ege or c once ssi on of 
a pub lic or qunsi-pul)lic miture sha ll ~Je s ub j e ct t o ame ndment, nlte r a ti bn 
or repe a l as de t e rmined by l nw. 

Se cti on 14.-No c or por a ti on shnll .be authorized t i) c onduct the 
business c•f buyi ng and s e lling r ea l e st:::.te or be pe r mi tte'd t o h ol d or 
own real esta te except such a s may .he r e as ona Lly ne ce s sa ry t o en able 
it t o c a rry out the purpos e s f or which it wa s Or ea t ed , and every corp ora­
ti on authorized t o engag e in agriculture s h all hy its charte r by restricted 
t 0 the own e rs hi p and. c ontr ol of n ot t o exceed five hundr ed a cre s · of l a nd; 
and this pr ,-:;.visi on s ha ll be he l d t i:: p r event any membe r of a c or por a ti on 
engaged in agricultur e fr om- be ing i n ·any wi s e i n t en ;sted in any othe r 
c or poration engaged in agriculture . 

Cor por nti ons, however~ may l oan f unds u pon r ea l e sta t e s e curity, 
and l1urcha s e r eo l e stnt e when ne ce ssa r y f or t he c oll e c·ti on of l oa ns, 
but they shall cl is ros e of r ea l e sta te s c obtained within five yea rs 
ofter r e ceiving the title . 

· Corpor ati ons n ot or ganized in Puerto Ric o, b ut do ing busine ss in 
Pue rto Rico, s hnll he boun d by the pr ovi s i on s of t his s e cti on s o f o r a s 
they a re oprlicable . 

The s e pr ovisi ons s ho ll n ot pr event t he own ershi p , poss e ssi on or 
management of l ands in excess of five hun.:J r ed ncre s by the Commonw ea l th, 
its agencie s or ins t rumentnlities. 
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Secti on 15.-Thi:; Lesisl:itive As s~mtly shtill J0 t ermine a ll matters 
c cnc e:-.: rnint; the fl og , t he seal and the nnthe :;i of the Commonwen l th. Once 
determined, no l ow chor1c ing them sholl t oke effect until one y ea r after 
the general e l e cti on next foll ow ing the ·1.e te of en11 ctm€:nt 0f s a id law. 

Secti on 1 6.-Al l p1.fr1lic :)ffici a l s end empl oyee s of the Commonwealth, 
its agencies, instrumentalities and politica l subl!livisions, before 
entering u pon their res pective duties, shali take an o~ th to su:_: ~)ort . the 
Constituti on of the United States and the Cons tituti on and ·l aw s of the 
Commonwealth of Puert o Ric D. 

Secti ~·n 17 .-In cas e of invasi on, r ebell i on, epi demic or any other 
event g iving rise t o a sta te of eme rgency, the Governor may call the 
Legislat ive Assembly t o meet in s place othe r than the Capitol of Puert o 
Rico, sub ject to the BPJ:ir oval 0r disat:•pr ova l ci f the Legislative Assembly. 
Under the s ame c ond i ti. ons , the Governor rnny , ~-J urin[; the period of emergency, · 
orde r the r,overnment, its ~genci e s nnd instrumentalities ·t o be m::ive_d 
t emporarily to a pl a ce othe r than the seat of t he gove rnment. 

Secti on l R .-All criminnl actirms in the c ourts of the Commonweal th 
shaU be conducted in the name and liy the aut.hori ty of "The People of 

· PUerto Rico" until otherwise ;::irovir'led ~'Y l aw. 

Secti rm 19. -It sha 11 be the public policy (! f the Commonwea l th c;o 
c onserve , deve l op and use its ·natlirnl r e sourcEs in the most effe ctive 
manner possib l e f or the genera l welfare of the c ommunity; t o conserve 
and .ma inta in buildinc:s !'i nd places dec 1 <:ired by the Legisbti ve Assembly 
t o be of hist oric or n rti~tic value; to rel ulate ~ts pena l institutions 
in -a inanner that effectively a chieve s their purposes ahd t o· pr ovide~ within 
the limits of ava ilable res oi.irces, f or adequate .trea t ment of de linquents 
in . or ~e r t ci make possible the ir mor11l ".Ind social rehabi li t nti on. 

ARTICLE VII 

AMENDMENTS TO THE 

CONSTITUTION 

::iQct1 on 1.-The Legis l a tive Assembly may pr opos e amendments to this 
Con~tituti on by a c oncurrent r esoluti on al-;pr oved by not le s s thon twc­
third..s of the tctal number of memhers of which each house is composec1. 
All proposed amendments shal l be submitted t o the qualified electors in 
a · s pe~ial referenctum, but i f' the concurrent resolution i~ GPi)roved hy n : t 
less thtm thre e ·f ourths 0f the t oh1 l number of mer.i.bers of whi ch ea ch 
h 0use is c ompc'sed , the Lee:ish1tive Assembly m8y pr ovide that the r efcre nr:i1_.u11 
shall he held a t ·the s ame time as the next [~ Enen1l election. Each pr opcsed 
flmendment shall l;e voted. on sero r ately ::m0. not m0re than thre e proposed 
amendments m:1y he submitted nt the same referendum. E'rery pr oposed 
nmenct:ment shall specify the terms unde r whi ch it shnll t ake effe ct, !:Ind 
it shall be c ome n part rif t his Constituti ::m if it is r a tifi ed ln o mn jori-bJ 
of the electors v 0ting thereon . Once a cpr c•ved , o prr->posed amendment must 
be published 0 t least three months pri or t o the rfate of the r efe reunrlum. 
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Section 2. -The L,egis 1-::i ti ve Assembly, by '..i concurrent resolution 
approved by two-thirds of the total number of men1hers of whi ch es ch 
house is composed, may submit to the qua lified elector s at a rt:Jf0rend.um, 
held at the same time as a general election , tr~ question of whethe r a 
constitutional convention shall be c:3J. J. ed to r evise t Lis Constitution . 
If a majority of t he e l e ctors voting on this question vote in favor of 
the revision, it shall be made by a Constitutional Copvention el e cted 
in the manner pr ovided by l aw . Every revision of t his Constitution shall 
be submitted to the qualified e l ector s ot a spociul refenndum for ri:itifi­
cation or rej ection by o ma jority of tJ~ic votes cas t nt the. r eferendum . 

Section 3 .-~o 3m0ndment to this Cor~st ituti on s hri ll a l ter the 
r epublic 'Oln form of e;ovHnmen t es t abli shed by it or abolish its bill of 
rights.ff. 

ARTICLE VIII 

SENATORIAL AND REPRESE11J TATIVES 
DISTHI C'l'S 

Section l.~The sanatori8l ~nd represents tive distr i cts s~oll be· 
the foll owing: 

1.-SE}.lATORIAL DI STRICT OF SAN JUAN, which shall b e composed of t he 
foll ow i ng Heprcsontoti ve Districts: 

1.--The Ca pi t s l of Pu.\3rto Rico, e xcluding the present e l cctor1J 1 precincts 
of Snnt u rce nnd Rio Piednis; 2 .-Ele ctorol zones numbers 1 nnd 2 of the 
present pr e cin ct of Snnturce; 3.-Electorol zone numbe r 3 of t he pr esent 
precinct of S~mturce ; 4.-Electornl z one number 4 of the present precinct 
of Sonturce; and 5.-V\'ards Ho t o Rey, Puer t o Nue vo and Co porro Heights of 
the Cnpita l of Puerto Ri co . 

.kBy Res oluti on :cumber 34, appr oved by the Constituti.:in1~ l Conventi on 
and r a tifi ed i n the Refe r endum l:icld on Novembe r 4, 1 952, the fo ll owing· 
n ew sentence was added to s e ction 3 of orticl e VII: 11 Any ::unendment 
or . r evision of this constituti on sha ll be consistent with the r e solution 
ena cted by t he Congre ss of t he Uni tE:ld States !:1ppr oving this constitution, 
with the applicable provi~ions of the Constitution of the United Sta tes, 
with the Puert o Ricon Federol Re l otions Act :md with Public Lnw 600 , 
Eighty-first Cr: ngr ess , ndopt ed in the natur e of o c ompoct". 
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II.-SKt·TATChI AL DISTRICT OF B.ri.YAiv!OW, which sha ll he cm'lpo:sed of the 
fo llowing Re ;:iresentnti ve Districts: 5 .-'l'ho n:uni ci rs li t y of Baymr.6n; 7 .­
The municipalities of CarolinD onJ Trujillo i~l to; 8 . -·The pres ent olectoro 1 
"(l recinct of Rio Piedras, excludi~g wqr r~s Hat o Rey , Puerto Nuevo and Capnrr!:l 
Heights of the C:)pital of Puert o Rico; ~ ' .-The municipalities of Gat::dLo, 
Guaynabo and Toa Baja ; nnd 10.-The mur.icindities of Toa Uta, Corozol 
nnd Naranjito. 

III. - SEYATORIAL DISTRI CT OF A.RECIBO, whi<i:h sLall be c omposed o: 
the follow in[; Rc T_: r 0sentati ve Districts: 11.-The municipalities of VE {G· 

Beja, Vr;;z. n .• \ltG ~:nd D ,.; rnd : ~ ; 12.-The rn.u r:- ici:::o l itie:;s of' Ni'.m '.:l ti 'lr,d 
Bc rcc;lor..etn; 13.-The iaunicipuliths of Cinles ci nd Mor ov·is; 14.-The 
munici pu lity c; f .. w c: ci~o; end 15.-The mun.icip lity of Utuodo . 

IV.-SEJ'Jf/I'OHB.L DISTiiICT OF 1;.GU:1.DILL!~ , ·which shnll _b& composud of 
the following Re;:,resent a tive Districts: 16.-'l'he munici;::inlities of C c.mu~', 
Hntillo !1nd Quebndillas; 17. -The munici.p:ili ties of Ag,uodills a rnJ Isabel a; 
18.-The municipolities of Ssn Sebastian an:l )Jloc n ; 19.-The municipalitie s 
of Lares, L8s Mari ns nnd Mn ricao; and 20.-The municipalities of Afia sco, 
~guada and Rincon. 

V.-SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF fulli.Y!1.G1JEZ , which sha ll Le c ump osed of tho 
following Representnti ve Districts~ 21.-The munici po lity of Mny3 guez; 
22.-The municipalities of Cab o Rojo, Horrnigueros and Lajas; 2.3·.-The 
municipalities of San German ~md Sabnno Grande; 24.--The municipalities 
of Y~uco and Gunnica; and 25.-The murdci i:;alities of Guaynnilln and 
Penuel as. 

VI.-SENLTORIAL DISTRICT OF PONCE, which shal'l be comp osed of the 
f ollowing Repres entative Districts: 26.-The first, sec ond , third, _f :-mrth, 
fifth !.'Ind sixth words r:rnd t he City Beacb of the municipa lity of Ponce; 
27.-The municip3liti ty of Ponce, exce :;,;t .for the first, sec ond, third, 
fourth, fifth and sixth words 3nd the City B0ach; 28 .-The mur.. ici pa lities · 
of Ad juntas and ,fayuy£i ; 29. - The munici c,., li ties of Juana DL1z, Santa 

· Isabel nnd Villalba ; and 30.-The muni ci pnlit ies of Coamo :rnd Or oc ovis. 

VII .-S"E:.H;i.TORI :1.L DISTRICT OF GUAY/\.:~rn., which shnll b e c omp osed .:;f the 
f ollowing Representative Di.stricts; 31.-The fitunicipali ties of Aiboni to, 
Barranquitns and Comeri o ; 32 .-The mur..ici t·~•l itie s of CayGy and Ci<Jra; · 
33. -The municipoli ties of Cnc uas :md A!{,uns Bucmns; 34. -The municipoli ties 
of Guayc. mn and S::i linas; and 35.-Th6 munici r olities :-' f P3tillas, 1"1nurn1bo 
and _ Arroyo. 

VII .-SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF HUMACAO, which shall be c omp osed of the 
foll ow ing Representative Districts: 36. -The munici pa litie s :' f Hu...'lwca o 
and Yabucoa; 37 .-The municipaliti e s :-:i f Juncos, Gurol::io ::.nd San Lorenz c. ; 
38.-The municipcilities of Nog ut::l bo, Ce iba and La s Piedras; 39.-The muni­
cipalities of Fajardo Elnd Vieques ond the I sland of Culebra; ~3nd 40.­
The municipalities of Ri c· Grande, Loiz :i and J..Juquillo. 



_21 

Section 2.- Electoral zones numbers 1,2,3, and 4 included in three 
r epl:es.entatift districts within the senatorial district of San Juan are 
those presently existing for purposes of electoral organization in the 
second precint of . -San Juan. 

ARTICLE IX 

TRANSITORY PROVISIONS 

Section 1.- When this Constitution goes into effect all laws not 
inco1'.sistent therewith shall continue in full force until amended or 
repealed, or until the.) expire by their own terms. 

!Jnless othP. :r.wis-e provided by this Constitution, civil and criminal 
liabilitie~, righlsJ f:t' c .. 1-:hises, concessions, privileges, claims, actions, 
causP- s of ac t ion , ~ont!' ;:> c. ts, and civil criminal and administrative 
proc~:edingD shall contir:>.ue unliffected, notwithstanding the taking effect 
of this Constitution~ 

Section 2.- All of ficer s who are in office by election or appoint­
ment on the date this Cm~ ,:, titl~i:' ion t o.ke1 effect d13ll ccntim~e to held 
their offices and to pcd:-.n1n d :.:= f urn: tion.11 t:~re ·:;. f in c: uanm::r not 
inconsiste1:.t with t b.is c .~nsti tu. tion, unlem,~ the f uncticns of their offices 
are abol5.si1ed or until t ll2ir ~ucce.; ~~0rs are selec t!~d a!:.d qual ify in 
accordance v;-ith t his Cou; titution aP.d laws enact.cd pu:ci:iuant thereto. · 

Section 3.~ NotwithstanCing the age limit fixed by this Constitution 
for compulsory retirement, all the judges of the courts of Puerto Rico 
who flre ;,holding office on the date thi'G' Constitution takes effect shall 
continue to hold their judicial office until the expiration of the terms 
for -which they were appointed, and in the case of Justices of the 
Supreme Court durj_ng good behavior. 

Section 4.- The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico shall be the successor 
of the People of Puerto Rico for all purposes, including without limitation 
the collection and payment of debts and liabilities in accordance with 
their terms. 

Section 5.- When this Constitution goes into effect, the term 
"citizen of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico" shall replace the term 
"citizen of Puerto Rico" as previously used. 

Section 6. - Political parties shall continue to enjoy all rights 
recognized by the election law, provided that on tpe e·ffective date of 
this Constitution they fullfill the mini~ requirements for the registra­
tion of new parties contained in said law. Five years after this Consti­
tution shall have taken effect the Legislative Assembly may change these 
requirements, but any law increasing them ehall not go into effect until 
after the general election next following ite enactment. 
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Section ? .-ThE: Lcgisl;)tive l1ssbm1:.iy m:-.y Em.::ict the l u11vs :i.e c e ssary 
tL·· supplement o.nd nmke effective these transit cry pr Dvisio~s in .) rder to 
us sure thEJ functi onin[ of the government until thE. ::ifficers . pr 0vided 
f.or by this Constituti on or e elected or or . ci inted nnd qurAlify, .8n:'1. until 
this C.mstituti on takes effect i n o.11 rc:sJ.ec t s . 

Section 8.-If th.c Legis l ative Assembly cre a tes a Depa rtment cf 
Conunerce , the De partment l'f l~griculture :md Commerce shall the re after 
'be called the Der;artment of 11.gricul tur e . 

Secti on ~.-The first election unde r the prov1s1 ons of this 
C onsti tut i on shall 1.'e hel d i)n the date ,)rrvi :! ed by lnw, t ut n () t lnter 
than six months ofter the effective Jate of this Constituti on. The 
second e;eneral election under this C:"Jnstituti on shall be he ld in the month 
,,f November lS56 on a J ay provided by law. 

Section 10.-This Ctmstitution s hall take effect ·when the Governor 
so procl".lims, l;ut not l ate r trum sixty :lays r>.fter its ratification by the 
Congress of the Unitect Sta tes. 

D:me in Con\rention , EJt San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, .:m the sixth 
dny of February, in the ye o. r 
of Our L;;r d one thousond nine 
hund rc,d rmd f'ifty-tw o . 
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