
.Remarks to be made by U. S . Spokesman After Vote on Buenos Aires ~ 
Convention - March 23, 1954 

Mr . Chairman: 

In voting for the revision of the Convention for the Promotion 

of Inter - American Cultural Relations, I wish to express the 

satisfaction of t he United States Delegation with the work that has 

been accomplished by the Committee in this matter and . the spirit in 

which it has been undertaken . 

The Convention is a unique document . The original version, 

concluded at Buenos Aires in 1936 , was the first Convention in this 

hemisphere, if not in the world, which represented the common 

recognition by a large group of sovereign states 0£ thB va~uB of--~_,.,.~- ........... ~ 

exchange of persons progr ams in t he development of cultural relations 

as a fundamental basis for the improvement of international under-

standing between peoples . Prior to that time the United States, 

through non- governmental organizations, had done much in this field""'-. 

ailli fach . o:i'ganizations have, through the years, continued to promote ~ 
projects,,_ytliii:bh thab al1']m9i;o purpgse ip m:ipg..,. Since 1936, however, 

when our government · proposed the original Convention, we have made 

States between 1940 and 1944 Cl'B:{l 1 °3 6 oo@±@ S@ilC CO !sasin I"•ud 2 2 , 
.q ' 

In addition, projects for the interchange of specialists and for the 

training of technical personnel under the Institute of Inter- American 
Affairs and other Americ 
auspices have increased that number consriderably .' 



· 2~ -- ~ 

Moreover, in r~cent years critical objective 
~ 

kind of activity have been urtdert.aken , all of which indicate that 

the objectives of this Convention ~- the promotion of a mutual under

standing among peoples of diverse culture;--- have been successful. 

None of this would have been· possible, of course, without the 

wholehearted interest and cooperation, financial and otherwise, of 

the other States, members 9f this Organizationc ~zhe cooperative 

spirit which has been mani:fest!3d throughout the .years in the conduct 

which has been exhibited here in the review f 

are, to us, · ample assurances that the cooperation 

which has characterized the program in the past will be even more 

intensive in the future. 

FJC:egj 
3/23/54 
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