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This has been reported by the ·following persons 
who attended the meeting : Dr . Mariano Garcia 
Rodriguez ,- Head, athematics Department ; Dr. Ovi
dio. Garcia Moillinary, Dean , ·Faculty of Agriculture ; 
Pedro J nier Boscio, i n char e of t he Department of 
Social and Cultural ctivities . 

It ~s informed to Pro • Charneco by Professor Rafael 
Pietri Oms, Faculty Representative in the Univer ity 
Bo rd at r ayagUez. 

On September 6, 1957, Chancellor Benitez met a t the 
Colle e of Agriculture •th the Vice-Chancellor, the Deans , . 
some heads of Depart ents , T 10uld b n st dent le d·ers in a 
possible future tri~~a d some fri nds . 

He indicated to those present th t ·he had \On the battle 
wit t he Popular Democratic Party when he r ecently presented 
the 1 ad rs of that party a letter writte t o him by the Presi
dent of the ~iddle States As ociation of Colleges and Univer
sities, which said that if he ( C ancellor Benitez ) ~as dismissed, 
the Association would Wi:thdr it r cogni ion from the Univ r
sity o~ Puerto Rico . Upon b co ing are of this the lea ers 
of t he ·Popular Par ty told him (Chancellor Ben itez ~ , to forg t 
about the fight th t h d been going on be~ en him and t e 
Party leaders, and to proceed to wor nd plan t hi ngs for .the · 
University for the next te y ar • , 

The Chancellor reported th t the A sociati on's l etter was 
the f irst card he inte ded to use in th University ff ir . He 
as ured those present tha~ e h read t e l etter f the 
Pre ident of the Association to the Party 1 aders, these felt 
like "birds with clipped in ·s" and had no a l terna iv but to 
accept d:efeat . 

In vie · of the attitude of t he leaders of the Popular 
Party, the Chancellor -sked those present t t he eeting to 
remain calm, not to urit letters of protest nor to manif est 
their discontentment in ny for. ana to feel compl etely assured 
that he had won. 
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(It is rumored at t he MayagU.ez .·campus that the Chancellor 
is trying to have the Ford and Carnegie Foundations withdraw 
their contributions to the University for future 1*ojects if he 
is dismissed from the Chancellorship.) ~-
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