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Statement by the Honorable Mrs. Frances P. Bolton, United 

States Representative, in Committee IV o~ Puerto Rico. 

Mr. Chairman, 

As we take up Item 3( b ) of our a genda -- Cessation of Informa­
tion on Puerto r~co -- it i s my pl easure to advise the Committee 
that the spokesman for the United St a tes Government and the Govern­
ment of the Comri10nweal th of Puerto Hi co will be Dr. Antonio 
Fernos-Isern, the Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico before our 
Federal Government in Washingtono 

I trust that the members of the Committee will find the discus­
sion of this item interes ting and as a r esult will anpreciate w4y 
the Governments of Puerto Rico and the United States are so satis­
fied with the full measure of s elf-government which has been 
achieved by the people of Puerto Hi co under the Commonwealth Consti­
tution which came into effect on July 25, 1952. I should like to 
touch briefly on the main events which preceded the decisi~n of the 
Uni t ed States Gover nment to cease transmitting information on Puerto 
Rico under Article 73(e) of the Charter. 

In 19L B the Puerto Rican people held a national election in 
whi ch the issue as to what kind of a government they desired was de­
bated. Al t er nat ;i. ves which were compaigned for by opposing political 
parties were whether Puerto Rico should become: 

(1) A state in our Federal Union; 

(2) An independent state; 

(3) A commonwealth as s ociated with the United States. 

By an overwhelming vote the people of· Puerto Rico chose the 
commonwealth association with the United States. 

Subsequently, the Resident Commissioner, Dr. Fernos, caused 
legislation to be introduced in the Congress of the United States 
to give eff.ect to the will of the Puerto PQ can people as expressed 
in t~e 1948 election, The r esult of this legislation was the 
adoption by t he Eighty-first Congress of Public Law 600 which 
authorized the pe~ple of Puerto Rico to draft and adopt their own 
constitution. 

Following the adoption of Public Law 600 a constitutional 
convention was convened. in Puerto Ri co presided ove:ri by Dr, Fernos. 
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In due course the new constitution was ratified by the Congress of the 
United States ~nd the Puerto Rican reople, again by an overwhelming majority. 

A fundamental feature of the neVI' constitution is that it was entered 
into in the nature of a compact o·etween the American Congress and the Puerto 
Rican people. 'l'his arrangement has been described by 'Senator Butler of Nebraska, 
Chairman of the Senate Cwi.mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs and co-sponsorr:, 

of Pnblic Law 600, as a ·: relationship between two parties which may not be amended 
or abrogateQ. unilaterally. Congressman Hiller of Nebraska, speaking as Chairman ' 
of the .House of Representatives Coinmi ttee on Interior and Insular Affairs, has 
said: 

"Thus, Puerto Rico ••• is a Commonvrealth, comparable 
in its politic al authority to any of the h8 c omrnomveal ths which 
we know a.s the h8 states that form the Union; but under the 
terns of' compact embodied in Public Law 600 of the Eighty-first 
Congress 1950, the Federal Government of the United States will 
do for it what it does for the h8 member states of the Union, 
while it will not interfere in any matter not normally reserved 
to a federal government in a federal system, 11 

Moreover, the United States District Court for Pue,rto Rice, which is a 
Federal Court, has ruled on this relationship as follows: "As a necessary legal 
consequence of sai d compact, neither the Congress of the United states nor the 
people of Puerto Hic o can, unilaterally amend Public Law 600 nor the Puerto Rican 
Federal Relati ons Act without the consent and approval of the other party to the 
Compact." 

This decision of the United States District Court has been upheld in the 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Before rconcluding; Ur. Chairman, I should like to say a few words about 
my distinguished colleague of long standing in the United States House of Repre­
sentatives, Dr. Fernos. 

For many years Dr. Fernos has represented the people of Puerto Rico in the 
United States Congress ancl the Government in Washington. At the pres ent time he 
serves as a member of t he House Cammi ttees on Interior and Insular Affafrs, 
Agriculture, and Armed Services. 

While !TI.Y .friend, Governor Luis Hunos Marin of Puerto Rico, may be described 
as the spiritual father of the new commonwealth constit11 tion, certainly Dr. 
Fernos-I sern should be re garded as its powerful arc hi tee t. As I have already 
noted, he served as President of the Constitutional Convention, and my Government 
could have no better qualified spokesman to deal with our present agenda item. 

It gives me great pleasure to introduce to ~,rou and to · turn over the 
United States chair, as we did this year in the Committee on Informationfrom Non­

' Self-Governing Territories, to Dr. Antonio Fernos-Isern, Resident Commissioner 
for Puerto Rico in the United States H?Use of Representa tives, 
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