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In commemoration of /llwenty-fifth anniver
sary of the United Nations and the tenth anni
versary of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo
ples, the United NatiOns General Assembly, on 
12 October 1970, adopted resolution 2621 
(XXV) on the Programme of Action for Full 
Implementation of the Declaration . 
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

Having decided to hold a special commemo
rative session on the occasion of the tenth 
anniversary of the Declaration on the Grant
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples, 

Considering that, by arousing world public 
opinion and promoting practical action for the 
speedy liquidation of colonialism in all its 
forms and manifestations, the Declaration has 
played and will continue to play an important 
role in assisting the peoples under colonial 
domination in their struggle for freedom and 
independence, 

Conscious of the fact that, although many 
colonial countries and peoples have achieved 
freedom and independence in the last 10 years, 
the system of colonialism continues to exist in 
many areas of the world, 

Reaffirming that all peoples have the right to 
self-determination and independence and that 
the subjection of the peoples to alien domina
tion constitutes a serious impediment to the 
maintenance of international peace and secu
rity and the development of peaceful relations 
among nations, 

1. Declares the further continuation of co
lonialism in all its forms and manifestations a 
crime which constitutes a violation of the 
Charter of the United Nations, the Declara
tion on the Granting of Independence to Co
lonial Countries and Peoples and the principles 
of international law; 

2. Reaffirms the inherent right of colonial 
peoples to struggle by all necessary means at 
their disposal against colonial Powers which 
suppress their aspiration for freedom and in
deoendence; 

3. Adopts the following programme of ac
tion to assist in the full implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples: 

( 1) Member States shall do their utmost to 
promote, in the United Nations and in the 
international institutions and organizations 
within the United Nations system, effective 
measures for the full implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
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to Colonial Countries and Peoples in all Trust 
Territories, Non-Self-Governing Territories 
and other colonial Territories, large and small, 
including the adoption by the Security Coun
cil of effective measures against Governments 
and regimes which engage in any form of re
pression of colonial peoples, which would seri
ously impede the maintenance of international 
peace and security. 

(2) Member States shall render all necessary 
moral and material assistance to the peoples of 
colonial Territories in their struggle to attain 
freedom and independence. 

(3) (a) Member States shall intensify their 
efforts to promote the implementa
tion of the resolutions of the 
General Assembly and the Secu
rity Council relating.to Territories 
under colonial domination. 

(b) In this connexion, the General As
sembly draws the attention of the 
Security Council to the need to 
continue to give special attention 

. to the problems of southern Africa 
by adopting measures to ensure 
the full implementation of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 1514 
(XV) of 14 December 1960 and 
its own resolutions, and in par
ticular: 
(i) To widen the scope of the 

sanctions against the illegal 
regime of Southern Rhodesia 
by declaring mandatory all 
the measures laid down in 
Article 41 of the Charter of 
the United Nations; 

(ii) To give careful considera
tion to the question of im
posing sanctions upon South 
Africa and Portugal, in view 
of their refusal to carry out 
the relevant decisions of the 
Security Council; 

(iii) To give urgent considera
tion, with a view to promot
ing the speedy elimination of 
colonialism, to the question 
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of imposing fully and uncon
ditionally, under interna
tional supervision, an em
bargo on arms of all kinds 
to the Government of South 
Africa and the illegal regime 
of Southern Rhodesia; 

(iv) To consider urgently the 
adoption of measures to pre
vent the supply of arms of 
all kinds to Portugal, as such 
arms enable · that country to 
deny the right of self-deter
mination and independence 
to the peoples of the Terri
tories under its domination. 

( c) Member States shall also intensify 
their efforts to oppose collabora
tion between the regimes of South 
Africa and Portugal and the illegal 
racisl regime of Southern Rho
desia for the preservation of col
onialism in southern Africa and 
to end the political, military, eco
nomic and other forms of aid re
ceived by the above-mentioned 
regimes, which enables them to 
persist in their policy of colonial 
domination. 

( 4) Member States shall wage a vigorous 
and sustained campaign against activities and 
practices of foreign economic, financial and 
other interests operating in colonial Territories 
for the benefit and on behalf of colonial Pow
ers and their allies, as these constitute a major 
obstacle to the achievement of the goals em- · 
bodied in resolution 1514 (XV). Member 
States shall consider the adoption of necessary 
steps to have their nationals and companies 
under their jurisdiction discontinue such activ
ities and practices; these steps should also aim 
at preventing the systematic influx of foreign 
immigrants into colonial Teritories, which dis
rupts the int~grity and social, political and 
cultural unity of the peoples under colonial 
domination. 

(5) Member States shall carry out a sus
tained and vigorous campaign against all mili-
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tary activities and arrangements by colonial 
Powers in Territories under their administra
tion, as such activities and arrangements con
stitute an obstacle to the full implementation 
of resolution 1514 (XV). 

( 6) (a) All freedom fighters under deten
tion shall be treated in accordance 
with the relevant provisions of the 
Geneva Convention relative to the 
Treatment of Prisoners of War of 
12 August 1949. 

(~) The specialized agencies and in
ternational institutions associated 
with the United Nations shall in
tensify fheir activities related to 
the implementation of resolution 
1514 (XV). 

(c) Representatives of liberation 
movements shall be invited, when
ever necessary, by the United Na
tions and other international or
ganizations within the United 
Nations system to participate in 
an~ppropriate capacity in the pro
ceedings of those organs relating 
to their countries. 

( d) Efforts shall be intensified to pro
vide increased educational oppor
tunities for the inhabitants of 
Non-Self-Governing Territories. 
All States shall render greater as
sistance in this field, both individ
ually through programmes in the 
countries concerned and collec
tively by contributions through 
the United Nations. 

(7) All States shall undertake measures 
aimed at enhancing public awareness of the 
need for active assistance in the achievement 
of complete· decolonization and, in particular, 
creating satisfactory conditions for activities 
by national and international non-gove"rn
mental organizations in support of the peoples 
under colonial domination. 

(8) The United Nations as well as all States 
shall intensify their efforts in the field of public 
information in the area of decolonization 
through all media, including publications, 
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radio and television. Of special importance 
will be programmes relating to United Nations 
activities on decolonization, . the situation in 
colonial Territories and the struggle being 
waged by colonial peoples and the national 
liberation movements. 

(9) The Special Committee on the Situa
tion with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples shall con
tinue to examine the full . compliance of all 
States with the Declaration and with other 
relevant resolutions on the question of de
colonization. The question of territorial size, 
geographical isolation and limited resources 
should in no way delay the implementation of 
the Declaration. Where resolution 1514 (XV) 
has not been fully implemented with regard to 
a given Territory, the General Assembly shall 
continue to bear responsibility for that Terri
tory until such time as the people concerned 
has had an opportunity to exercise freely its 
right to self-determination and independence 
in accordance with the Declaration. The Spe
cial Committee is hereby directed: 

(a) To continue to assist the General As
sembly in finding the best ways and 
means for the final liquidation of colo
nialism; 

(b) To continue to give special considera
tion to the views expressed orally or in 
written communications by representa
tives of the peoples in the colonial Ter-
ritories; · 

(c) To continue to send visiting missions to 
the colonial Territories and to hold 
meetings at places where it can best 
obtain first-hand information on the 
situation in colonial Terirtories, as well 
as to continue to hold meetings away 
from Headquarters as appropriate; 

(d) To assist the General Assembly-in mak
ing arrangements, in co-operation with 
the administering Powers, for securing 
a United Nations presence in the co
lonial Territories to participate in the 
elaboration of the procedural measures 
for the implementation of the Declara-
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tion and to observe the final stages of 
the process of decolonization in the 
Territories; 

( e) To prepare draft rules and regulations 
for visiting missions for approval by 
the General Assembly. 

Resolution 2621 (XXV) was adopted by a 
vote of 86 Member States in favour to 5 
against (Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, 
United Kingdom, United States), with 15 ab
stentions (Austria, Belgium-, Canada, Den
mark, Finland, Iceland, Italy, Japan, Luxem
bourg, Malawi, Netherlands, Norway, Spain, 
Swaziland, Sweden). 
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