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Twenty-sixth session 

REQUEST FOR INCLUSION OF A SUPPLEMENTARY ITEM 
IN THE AGENDA ' OF THE TWENTY--SIXTH SESSION 

THE COLONIAL CASE OF PUERTO RICO 

I have the honour to transmit to you the attached copy of the document which 

was submitted to t he Special Committee on decolonization on 28 February 1962 by the 

Hovimiento Pro Independencia de Puerto Rico (Puerto Rican Pro-Independence 

Movement). This document is mentioned in the memorandum I sent you with my r equest 

for the inclusion of the item entitled 11The colonial case of Puerto Ri co ;7 

(A/ 8441 , para . 26 ). 

I would appreciate it if you would have this letter and the attached document 

circulated as an addendum to document A/8441. 

71-16459 ' 

(§_~gned ) Ricardo ALARCON 
Ambassad_or 

Permanent Representative of Cuba 
to .the United Nations 
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PUERTO RICAN PRO-INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT 

De Diego 156 Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 

28 February 1962 

The Puer to Rican Pro--Independence 11ovement, a patrioti c association of the 

Puerto Rican people stru.~f,lin~ for the recognition of the i r sovereignty, most 

respectfully submit s to the ·Special Committee the following statement and request: 

I 

1 . Paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution 1514. (XV ) of December 1960 

provides t hat 11 immediate steps shall be t aken, in Trust and Non-·Self-Governing 

Terr i tories or ~l1:_ _2~_her ___ ~E~~j';_?..E_~es ___ >-!.r1.i~.h..}~_~y_e_ P.9-~ y_~t a~-~ -?-in_e,<1_~di;:pen9-_en~<:._, to 

transfer all powers to the peoples of t hose ' territories, without any conditions or 

r e servations, in accordance with their freely expressed will and desire, without 

an:v di stinction as to race, creed or colour, in order to enable them to enjoy 

c01~:plete inclependen.ce a.mi freedom". 

2 . Pue rto Rico is a Latin American nation subj ec'c.ed to political, mil i tary 
• I • and economic domination by the United States and, hence, has not attained 

independence. 

3. In its resolution of November 1961, whereby the Special Committee was 

created , the General Assembly noted that 11with a few exceptions , t he provisions 

contained i n the aforement ioned paragraph of the Declaration have not been carr ied 
• t out·. 

l~. In the case of Puerto Ric o, t he United States has J.n effect violated t he 

Unit e d nations mandate set forth in the aforementioned. paragraph of resolution 

The Special Committee on t he 
Situation with r egard to the 
I mplementation of the Declarat ion 
on the Grantine; of Independence to 
Colonial Countr i es and. Peoples 

United Nations 
New York, New York 
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.:.) .. -L~ l\ .!\.~ ) sines it T1ns r~.ot t 9.!r:en, x1or 11a.s i t .'innounc ed that it \·1·ill tal(e~ an:l 

:~te ;.'') to tn'.nsi'er all r m1ers t o the Puerto Rican people, "without any condit i ons , 

· 1ri th;::- cont !.'2..:ty ., spokesrJc:n for t he Uni te cl Stc.tes Co;iri;ress and it s coxnmi t t ec on 

tr:: :i: ::- i ·~oY:i e:-; tt'.Vt:: recently r:;tn.terl t hat t hey d.o not ant i cipate the passage o f a ny 

l<~c;::::;l9.tion that ni~~ht r,,l t.er o r r eform the existing r egi me i n Puerto Rico. 'rhe 

Pr e si dent of the United Stat e s has v iolated t he pr omi se he !t!ade to the U:nited 

iTat. ions i.~ 1953 to t ake mea:our es a i med at gra nt ing the Puer to Rican n0o !}l~ rnore 

cc,npletc :1or :~ven absolute independence a whenever the Ler:;islat i ve A~;seE:bly o f 

'.1uc~i-to li ico made such a r eque s t .. 

r r 

5. I n it s re sol ution of ~j·ove:mber i9'61 , creat ing the Spe cial Committee , t he 

r~enc-:r<::1 1' s se!-.fbly noted that "contrary t o t he prov is i ons of parae:;raph 4 of the 

D:"cl :~.1 · 2.t io n, ~~n1ed. act:ic•n f'.!'ld r epr essive measu:r· e s continue t o be t ,'i.~ :e !1 in ce :rti:d.:1 

G. Ir -:~;ii:; case of Puert o Hi c o , t he Unit ed State s · does i n e f f e c t cont·Lrn.1e t o 

r-~ .. .:; or· ·:~ tc re1n--e:s s .1.ve '.'l.e<:;..su.res , :1wi t h increas i ng r u t hles s ne ss, ; :· u[!,ai ns t t he ~\1e ~··to 

:Co:: · c~-'3, :)<Yt.h d .v i 2- and military , in consta nt viol at i on of t he most fundament ::i,~ . 

c j 1ri J_ ::'.' :i ": cc".:,s c,f the foJ.1.rn-re rs of the Puerto I\ i ean i Dd ependenc e 1 , ,ov .;-~rne 11t. 

7, 1.h~ lw:reby charc;e "the Gover nment of the Uni t ed e.t a tes wi t h having V:!.. Ol'.l:.:;ed 

.n (i contirrcti:1r; ··.·.o viol ate in Pue rto Ri co, the provi sions of pa.ra.~raph 4 of Ge:teraJ 

:1 · ::;,": · :'~~1y r 2so1u;:.:i_ oi'.J. 1514 (:xv ) . 

I . , ~ 
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III 

8 . In i ts r e solution of November 1961, whereby the Special 'cornmi ttee ~ms 

created, the Gene r a l As sembly expressed its deep concern "that, contrary to the 

provi s i ons of .paragraph 6 of t he Declaration, acts aimed at the partial or total 

di sr uption of national unity and territorial integrity are still being carried out 

i n certa in countries in the pr ocess of decolonization" . 

9. In Puert o Rico the United States has indeed carried out acts, and 

continues to carry out acts ai med at disrupting the national un :i_ty and territoria l 

i ntegr i ty of t he count ry . It has t hus established absolute rule over a vast 

port i on of t he national t erri tor y , i ncluding almost the entire area of the adjacent 

island s of Vieques a nd Cul ebr as (both of which are Puerto Ric an municipalities) and 

i1as a r b i tra.ril y and unilat e r ally transformed our territory into a va st network of 

l'<me ric an mili ta1~y, a ir and naval bases , to the detriment of the territorial 

i ntegrity of Puerto Rico . 

10. The est abli shment by the United States of an enormous network of CTilitary, 

naval and ai r bases on Puer t o Rican t erritory i s a unique case because of t he 

seri ous d.a.nger i t represents . Puerto Ri co is one of the most densely populated 

island:;; in t he world ( 2, l~00 , 000 peopl e live in an ar ea of only 9 , 000 square 

ki l ometres ) . More t han 10 bases, with gr eat arsenal s of .nuclear weapons and gui ded 

lL!i ss i lE:s 0 occupy mor e than 10 pe r cent of the arable land of the country . In our 

case the threat of total extermination of an innocent population i n case of war 

i s gr eater t han anywhe :r·e else , for here t he United States has concentrat ed it s 

most i mpor tant militar y i nstallations in the Caribbean, . an area of gr eat 

i nternational t ens ion . 

11. We he reby char ge t he Govern_111ent of the United States with having carried 

out a c ts incompatible wi th the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 

Unit ed Nat i ons, in cl ear v i olation of the provi s ions of paragraph 6 of General 

Assenbly resolution 1 514 (XV ). 

IV 

12 . In its r e solution of November 1961, creating t he Special Committee , t he 

General As sembly s tated t hat 11 further delay i n t he application of t he Declarat i on 

I ... 
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1 r , 
... O " The F\:i erto Ihc::m Pro- -Indep endence Movement has drawn up a plan whereby 

t he Govern:,1e nt of the Uni t:.ed States could tra.ns fer all powers to the Puerto Rican 
~ 

lieoril ,c, ir i t hou-:-, 2.ny conditions or re serva tions, in accordance \ii th their freely, 

ex ~ressed \rill antl desire, without any distinction as to race, creed or colour, 

i n or1ler to enab l e the Puerto Rican J!eople to enj oy complete independence and. 

fr :;:;edom . 

l (' 
'7· 

1.:e feel sur-2 that none of t he various sectors of public opinion in Puerto 

Ri co could ob ject to this p l an, since it adheres strictly to the principle of 

:=. e l f ·deten:ination, ;fo therefore feel sure that, if given the opportunity to be 

i1ee.t'd by the Spec i al Corii.mitte e, we would hel p i t begin its work with a concrete 

·tc'.:i 1..:vcment of decisive and. immeasurable value for the stren~thening of the 

fu,.1(lanen.tal purposes of U 1e United Nations. 

01! T'd:S :CA~) IS C)Ii' nr:s ABOVE , we most r espectfully request that the Special 

C'o: ·n·1i t t ee : 

l. Gr ant a hearinG to t he undersigned in order that we may exnla in in 

~\.trthe r det a iJ t he c llc:tr ge s rn .:~de hereby a.nc1 that we !!lay explain the concrete plan 

··: i::~ '.iill su l):.'! i t &.s e. :nean :s of ensurinr, t he impl ementation Fi th regard to Puerto 

~.i c o of the provi s ions of p8.ragraph 5 of resolution 1514 (X:V). 

2 . Travel to Puerto Hico to invest i ,?;ate on t he spot the facts hereby alleged 

i''.r! (~ :'!cl .. d publ i c i1earin c;s uhere the Puerto Rican peon.le raay ex:;.i res s their op inions 

3. Request t he Govern::nent of' the United States of Ameri ca to abstain, while 

·:J1ese charges are uncle r investigation, fro ri1 taking any repressive measures 

whe:t.s c ev2r, through any of it s agencies or instrumentalities, including those of 

t.he colon i r:i.l C:overr!lnent of' the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, a gainst t he thousands 

cf ;:ic-.tr iots who ll.::we confirmed their sm;i:port of this statement with their 

S J [; t1a t u res , 

Do ne at Sa 11 Juan, Puerto Rico, on 28 Februa ry 1962. 

F. c_IU? :'.:O.:tU:::: CAE~-iEFA 

DiYe cto:r General 

JUAN MARI BRAS 
Secretary General 

G. VICENTE MAURA 
Secretary for Foreign Relations 

PUERTO HI CAN PRO-I NDEPENDENCE f.l!OVEj1ENT 
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is a continuing ~ource of international conflict and disharmony, seriously impedes 

i nternational co-operation, and is creating an increasingly dangerous situation 

i n many parts of the world which may threaten international peace and security.n 

13 . I q the case of Puerto Rico, the fact that a Latin American people in 

t he Caribbean -· currently an area of' great international tension - continues to be 

sub jected to colonial domination by the United States and that, furthermore, the 

United States obstinately refuses to recognize the right of the Puerto Tiican people 

to self-determination and independence, while intensifying its repression against 

the yatriotic forces that for over a century have kept alive the struggle for 

inuependence, constitutes a threat to peace in an area of great international 

t ension ? where it is of the utmost imnortance to avoid new problems which mi rr,ht 

aggr avate the existinc; situation. 

14. We submit that the urgent consideration by the Committee of the case of 

Puerto Rico is essential to the achievement of the funda.~ental purpose of 

preservinG peace. 

v 

15. Paragraph 4 of the resolution adopted by the General Assembly in 

December 1961, whereby the Special Committee was created, requests the Special 

Co17lmittee to examine the application of the Declaration contained in General 

Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), to make suggestions and recommendations on the 

l_) rogr e ss and extent of the implementation of the Declaration, and to report to the 

Ge neral Assembly at its seventeenth session. 

16. Paragraph 6 of the same resolution 'authorizes the Special Cormnittee to 

meet elsewhere than at United Nations Headquarters, whenever and wherever such 

meetings may be required for the effective discharge of its functions, in 

consultation with the appropriate authorities"· 

17. In order to verify the charges that we are hereby making against the 

Gover~~ent of the United States of Ar~erica, it would be necessary and useful for 

the Spe cial Committee to meet in Puerto Rico and investigate on the suot the 

f acts alleged herein. 
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