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·SPECIAL COiv'Jl'ilITTEE ON THE SITUATION 
. WITH REGJLRD TO THE ... I MPLEMENT.t.TIQl\T 

OF THE DECLARATION OF THE GRANTING 
OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES 
AL~D PEOPLES 

. I 

ORIGINAL: ·. SPANISH 

Letter dated 9 FebruP-rY 1972 fro~ the Permanent Renres e~t ~~i ve 
·of Cuba to the United Na:t io:-!s c.d.dressed to the Chairma..r1 of the 

Spe cial Committee 

· . . On· the instructions of t he Revolt:.tion~~J Go.vernment ·of C·..:.';)e. , I ~:1ve the 
honour to request the inclusion of the colonial . question of P~erto Rico in this 
year's agenda of the Committee on Decolonizati on . 
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Consideration of this Territory falls well within the competence of the 
Special Co:mmittee on Decolonization under t he mandate e::-..-pressly entrust_ed .to it 

. by the General ~ss ,er.'lbly of the tJni ted Nations. 

' As will be recalled, the inclusion of the question .of Puerto ::\ico in the 
· agenda of the Special Committee was requested ·:Jy the Minister of Foreign .~Sfairs 

of Cuba in a letter ad.dressed to the Chairme.."1 of the Cortmittee on 1 Oc~ ob..::::- 1965 
· . (A/AC.109/144). ~Y Government made that request in accordance ·witn t he · decis ~ o~s 

adopted in October 1964 by the Second Conference of Heads of State er Gove rnte~t 
of Non-Al;i.:gned Countries, which included the following in the Declaration it 
adopteri: . 

. , / · "I;t draws t~e attention o~ the_ Ad hoc Decoloniz~tion Comrr.ission of the 
United Nations to the case of Puert·o Rico and calls upon that commission to 
consider the situation of these Territorie s in the light of· resolution 
1514 ·(XV)° of the Unite.d Nations (A/5763). r; 

The Special Committee was unable to discuss the question of Puerto Rico at its 
1966 session for lack of time, and it decided to postpone discussion to the 
following year. 

In April 1967, after the question had been exe.mined by t::e Worki :-ig Pa::.-ty , 
the Committee discussed the situation in Puerto Rico at two mc-et ings and C.e -::ide6. to 

• \ ·. . :- - -adj.ourn the -discussion of _the question .of _:Eu_erto Rico sine die . 
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. My Government is strongly of the opinion that far too much time has already 
elapsed without . the Committee finding any solution to this problem. . . . 

. ' · ·.And yet, Puerto Rico . is . a Territory to wh ich resolution 1514 (1.'V) fully 
applies; Puerto Rico is not an independent Territory and it does not fo rm an 
integral pa~t of any other. Territory but has been un.der the colonial domination 
of the United States of Am~rica i'or 73 years. For that reason, ir:.:rc.ediate 
discussion of this matter · ar.d the fulfi lme!'lt by the Special Cornrni ttee of. the· · 
mandate specifically .laid upon it by the General Assembly involve an impe:cc>.tive 
question of principle and there must be no more delay . 

. . In this connexion I . should like to draw the Com.'llittee•s · attention to 
resolut,ion 2878 (XXVI) adopted by the General Assembly on 21 December 1971, 

· paragraph 10 of which reads as follows: · '· 
. I . 

I . 
' 

1110·. Requests the Special Committee to continue to see:~ suito.ble r:ie:ins 
I . ---·-- -

for the i rJ..r:!edic.te and full ir:lDlerr.cnt:..>.tion of Ge11ercl Assel!'lbly :resoll:tions 1514 
(XV) . a.."ld 2621 (XXV) .in all Territories which have r.ot yet titt2-ined independence 
-and; in particular, to formulate specific proposals for the eiir:iination of 
the ·remaintng manifestations of colonialism a.rid report thereon t o the 
General Assembly at its twenty-seventh session·. 11 

In view of the .fact that it is more than six years s:'..nce Cuba origine.lly 
'made its req1iest ancl that the General Assembly is to cons:. de:::- "the. immediate 

. · and full implementation of General AssembJ.y resolutions 1514 (XV) and 
. 2621 (XXV) :ln all Territories which have not yet attaine d. independence" at its 

next session, the Special Committee is under a!1 obligation to include the 
question of .. Puerto Rico ·in its a[;enda, to discuss it at its present session and 

.· to make appropriate reco:r;m1endations to the General Assembly for discussion at its 

...... : ' . 

next session, in the autunm of this year. 

My Government therefore requests the Special Committee to decide i:r:.!!lediately 
to ·include the question of Puerto Rico in its agenda and to give dt:.e priority · 
to the discussion of this question at· the ses.sion now besinning. 1 

~ · -tI -should· be -grateful. i:f you would have this letter · circlllated 
as a official docun:ent of the Special Committee. .. · 

. ., . . 
to all members 

· ' 

... . 
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(Si r;z~ed) Ricardo ALARCO:f 
Ambassador 

l'erma.."'lent Representative of. Cuba 
to the United Nations 
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