
PARTNERSHIP 
IN A KINGDOM 
Dhe ne1 ... , legal order of the Q{,·n~dom of die rnether· 

lands 1.vhich made 05,,,n·nam ancl the ·netfau-lands CWe8l 

~ndies an integral part o.f their Q{in~Jo"11 '" is 8ifineJ 

hy ~ueen 8ufianci on C!Jecemher 15 , I 954 . rJhe accom ~ 
. - ::z 

panyi n g artt'c/e Ri1 1<?s the hackgrou»d to this step and 

QU.EEN JULIANA 
of the Netherlands 

hrie~y suY11manse8 the main points o/ the charter 

estabfishinFJ the new @ommonweaLth. 

"'( AM convinced, and history as well as reports 
from the occupied territories confirm me in this, 

that after the war it will be possible to reconstruct 
the Kingdom on the solid foundation of complete 
partnership, which will mean the consummation of 
all that bas been developed in the past. 

I visualize, without anticipating the recom
mendations of the future conference, that they will 
be directed towards a commonwealth in which the 
Netherlands, Indonesia, Surinam and Curacao will 
participate, with complete autonomy and freedom 

1lw lir,t p;1rt oi 1hc llJth u:tllllry. till' c;c)\'lTll!llellt 
rq .. :ul:tti()tb uf J;-.1,1J 11tlrud11n'li i11 ~uri11an1 i;opular 
n-pn· , 1·11t:1ti1111 111 a li111itccl c·x11·11t . ~lllllL' repr('SC'ttl;t 
tin·, \\'l'J'l· d"· tc'CI 11.\ :1 li111itt:rl 11u 11 1lier ui C'ledur~. 11tlier~ 
1111111i11:tll'cl 11.\ tlw t ;,f\'l'rncrr lklth Surina111 and 

l '11r:w:111 l1;irl tl1" rigltt 111 111;iilllai11 :1 budget though with 
1Trtai11 r1·~trirtiw1s "' 1\·lli<·l1 the 111•1st i111pu rtant was 

that tl1v l111clg1·t !1arl Ill lie ap1•rvn•cl Ir.\· 1he l\c-:th.-rl;ind~ 

·;'( ;c)\'lTllJll\'111 if it ~h<rl\ t'ri :t •J.- lic tl 

.. 
lh J .. \ . .1 . \ ·' ·' 1:<ll\l-:<n1. 1.1.'.\t.. 

of conduct for each part regarding its internal . 
·" affairs, but with the readineaa to render mutual 

I 11fur111otiu11 () lfi(('1 111 /Ii, · ( ·ul>i11d of the Gm•f'r11or 

11/ ,\trri1111m. 

a.as is tance." 
These word:- 11·<-re :-poken by ~Jueen \Vilhel111ina 

-0f the '.'Jetherlan<ls un Dece111licr 7. 1942, in th e ..\-1111 
year of her reig-n, when the powers ui terror a11rl aggre:-.
sion had rlimhed to their zenith and keµt large· parts 
<>i the NethC'rl:rnds 1 ~: 111pirc under tltcir l1ech. Tltcy 
initiated a de1· elnpn1e11t. the rnn1pletic111 pf which (]111·e11 
.Juliana sealed 011 I Jecembe r I 5 at the Hague in a 
so lemn confirmation of the Ill'\\' il'gal .(Jrder of tl'1e 
Kingdom uf the J\ictlierla11cb . Tltis, hmH·1·er. rl ors not 
111ean that these Royal w11nb 1narkcrl the beginning uf 
th<' development of the X et her lands i'lverseas territories 
frnm possessions tmder Dutch tutelage tu autonomous 
parts of the Kingdom. That had already begun many 
years beforf'. A brief rlesc-ription oi that development 
is g1ven in this article. 

Summary of History 

fn Suri11a111 the Charter issued for the colony by 

tlif States General uf Holland in 1683, hy which the 
territory was ruled ttntil 1816, breathed for that time 
a liberal spirit which granted to the prominent inhabi 
tant:- a ce rtain arn11unt of participation in the rule nf 
the cril1111y . .\itC' r 1!t" l\riti~h in ~c-rreg111m1 ( 1804- 1816) 
and a perind of. rep<·;itecl r1111~1 itutional mr cl ifications in 

I :m 

.\itC'r \\ tcrlrl \Var l tin l(J.!2 ) tl11· paragraplt~ ,,1 
th(' N{' t}wrla1JCl s Con-titutirm 1·1111rerning the positiur: uf 
thc 11\C'r, c·;1 , territuri{'~ t11Hl1·n'l' Itt ~rn11e i11q1orta111 
11t1Hliricati1111-.. The word "k11!(l)1ie" \ l't1!011y). ll'hir l, 
ltas in tl1c Uutrh languagr the ~01ind of subordi11at1011 
clis;q•pt':trt'cl ancl the general principle that the ad1n11 1 

trati1111 uf tli1· intn11al aff:1ir ~ ,,f tlw o\Tr,..ea-; tc 11 11 n ·-

11·asio he l<' ft t1rthe ttrr1t111 ial l ~11\'l't'nurs, inc• •'I" r tr• n 
with the 1n·ople' s reptT:-.l'n t:tti\'l''· \\' ;1-; intruclure<l . As 
a result. a 11ell' la1\· ,·.,111:1·111i11i; tl1e organisati(fn oi th< 
.;talc ( 11Tt 11p de :-taat,inric!tting) f<•r each of the \V('st 
I 1tr!i an tcrritvrics wa,.. f'nacted in 1 116. lh- hi~ la\\ 
thr rigl1t of intcrfcrcnn· !iv ti I lutL Ii Government 1 

the internal affairs c>f the territories berarne st ' 

limit ed. I lmvevn . huclgl'la1 11 ric tions \\Trt' 

tainerl. i>ut ~ince Cur;1 . ;, fr 1 :111d S11ri > •111 

1<140 had a ~urp l us, this infri .; .c:nl' of their to . 01m 
lack<'cl prartical importance. 

\\' urld \\' ar II ~qi;1rated ~11n11a111 a 11J the '\et. 
lancls Antilles from 1IH mothrrland and 1!11·e11· thet" 
011 their nw11 r esoitt ,. This 11a1uralh· -' 1111u lat ed 

· ()f st'li -sufficiency of t hr peu1 he: • the 
'· ended sever 
1 • rlands Ant i• 

petitit1n:, 
were cl 

111 \ 
ed 

.rn<l tlie 
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members in Surinam and of 22 111elllliers in thr .\'"ether
lands Antilles. 

Still, the keystone of the ne\\" legal order had t1J 
lie laid. The conflict \l·ith Incionesia \\"a~ finalh· con 

dudecl with the transier ui sovereignty to J 11cl011e~ia . 

In the spring of 1952 delegates of the Netherlands. 
Surinam and the Netherlands Antilles met again at the 
Round Table but could not reach complete agreelllent 
owing to some differences of opinion which at that time 
could not be resolved. However, in June 195..J., the 
parties renewed their efforts and, thanks to careful 
preparation, rapidly agreed upon a draft Charter of 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands. In the following 
months this draft was accepted by a very great majority 
in the two houses of the Dutch parliament and unani
mously by the representative bodies of Surinam and the 
Netherlands Antilles. 

The mam points of the Charter are summarised 
below. 

The Fundamental Principles 
According to the promises of Queen \Vilhelmina, 

chapter XIV of the Netherlands Constitution, added in 
1948, prescribed that a new legal order should be 
established in which the countries should autonomously 
manage their own affairs and should be united on a 
footing of equality for the protection of their common 
interests and the providing of mutual assistance. More
over, it was stipulated that the new legal order should 
be voluntarily accepted t>y the peoples of the countries 
which were to take part in it. These two elements, 
the voluntary acceptance and the principles of the 
regulation-autonomy, unity and equality-are indeed 
the fundamentals of the new legal order. They are 
expressed in the preamble to the Charter. The volun
tariness of acceptance is provided for in the regulation 
concerning the inauguration of the Charter (article 61 ) 
.and in connection with the provisions regarding altera
tions (article SS) which require agreement between the 
countries. 

The Queen and the Governors 

The Queen of the Netherlands (for obvious legal 
reasons the Charter speaks of the King) is the head 
of the Government of the Kingdom and of the partici
pating countries. Constitutionally she can do no wrong. 
In the fulfilment of her task she always acts with the 
countersignature of one or more of her Ministers who 
are responsible to . the parliaments of their respective 
countries. In Surinam and the \;" etherlands Antilles 
naturally the Queen cannot reign personally; she is 
represented by a Governor nominated by her 
as Head of the Kingdom. This means that the.. 
Governors, as heads of the local Governments consti
tutionally can do no wrong, and that Surinam 
and the Netherlands .-\ntillcs have a voice in the 
nomination of their GO\·ernurs. Besides being the repre
sentative of the Queen and head of the local Govern-
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WE 
WILL 
PAY 

Have you got a picture you think 
we could use on the cover of. 

We will pay $5 for every picture 
sent to us and used on our cover. 

c=::i 

Whether you are an amateur or pro
feuional photographer the chances are 
you have in your files just the picture we 
would like to use on the cover of The 
Caribbean . Of course, it must be a 
picture from a country served by the 
Caribbean Commission. Just send us the 
negative (we wiU return it) with a short 
descriptien of the scene and any other 
data which will be of interest. If we 
find your picture unsuitable for the cover 
you may still earn $2.50 if it is used in 
the inside of The Caribbean -

SEND AS 
AS 

MANY PICTURES 
YOU WISH 

Pictures should be a dciressed to: 

The P~cture Editor, 
The Caribbean, 
Kent House, 
Port-of-Spain, 
Trinidad, B.W.I. 

The Editor reserves the right to 
reject an y or all pictures submitted and 
cannot enter into correspondence about 
rejec t ed pictures. 

Copyright of pi ctures accepted will be 
held by th e Ca ribbean Commiss ion w hich 
ll'ill have th e rig ht to use such pictures 
in any o r all o f it s existin g publicati ons 
ur in any publicati on it may publish in 
future, provid ed how ever , tha t the owner 
of th e negativ e will no t he res tricted in 
th e use o f the picture. 
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of the motherland asking for the fulfilment of the 
.promises of full autonomy made hy Queen \Vilhel111ina. 

The Netherlands Go\·ern111ent was willin~ to 111eet 

these demands and tu call a Hound Table Conference 

of delegates from all parts of the Kingdom. The 

conflict with Indonesia prevented the realisation of this 

plan and therefore, in 1948, a conference was held in 
the H~gue which hrought together representatin:·s of 
the Netherlands and of the two \Vest Indian tert·itories. 

It stipulated the broad outlines of a reconstituted 

Kingdom of the Nether lands. Before that Ct)nf erence 

took ?lace, a partial re\·ision of the rnnstitutional laws 

of Surinam and the ~etherlands :\ntilles bad already 

been enacted, creating a se111i-parliamentary re:-.pon

sihility of a board of administrators to a representative 
body elected by general sufTrage. :\ll restrictions on 
the right of budget were removed. 

These four Caribbean countries, Surinam, Curacao, 
Aruba and Bonaire, together with part of the island 
of St. Martin, Saba and St. Euatatiua are now partners 
with Holland in the Kingdom of the Netherlands. 

Further rciurn1s cuuld nut lie made hec01l!se oi the 
Nethcrbnds Constitution. floweYC'r, an1end111C'11ts of 

this Const it ut ion passC'd in 19.+8 111acle pc)ssihk rd11r111..; 
in ke<"ping with 01n entirely 111oclcrn rnm·q 1t i1111 d 
peoples within a l·rn11111on\\·c01ltli. l'<'nding the linal 

settlenwnt 11[ 1h<' relati1111!-. with l111l11n('..;i;1. tl1<' '\etl1n

lands and \\'est Indian ( ;on•rnn1e11ts :1grl'C'd that. i11 

anticipation uf the n<'w legal L>rcler of the Kingdon1. 
Surina111 and the '.\ttherlancls Antilles shot1ld l:c 
end1>\\Td with full a11tunon1y and the right to be con
sulted in all 111nlttrs of c0111111011 interest. This 1 ru\·i 
sional arrang(·nwnt was enacted in 1 ()-tl) and entned 
i11t11 forr<' in Surina111 at th1· hq,~inning t1i I ()~() ;111d 

in tlw Nt·therlands ,\ntilles in 1951. Tt provided for 

the assig11111e11L 11f rn111pletc respun,.,iliility fnr internal 
affair" to the· lucal g11vcn1111enls whirh shared their 
powt:r with an elected parliament (Staten) of 21 

Ft-:llRU1\ f~ Y, IYS.1 
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5~1--~~-+~~~~~~~~~-~~~~-;--~~~-t-~~i 
i 
' 

·. 



--

ment, the Governor is the representati,· e oi the 
Oovernmrnt of the• l\i11gdo111. 1n this eapal'it,Y ht• 

must look after tlH· i11t ri·1•s t>:; of th <' l<ing-clom jn 
his country. 

Management of Affairs 

A number of nm ttt·r·s w hi<· h will be cousider l' d 
as affairs of tlw .Kiugdom are enum r ratfd i 11 

article 3 of the Charte r. Sonw of th e most im
portant are national clefc·n cp, rx terna l 1l ffa i r~ . tlw 
nationality of c itizPns and SC'agoing ves;;els and 
the supervision of the general rules r cga T'(ling 
admission and expulsion of Netherlai1ders and 
aliens. In cooperation betweeu the three countri es 

these affairs are first ly manage<l by the Council 

of Ministers of the Kingdom wl.Jicli is composed 

of the Ministers appointed by the l~11c>c · r 1 ( tJw 
Dutch cabinet) and of the Mini::>ters Pl enipoten
tiary appointed h:r the GoYer·nml·nt of Surinam 
and the Netherlands Antilles n'spectiYPl~-. Th ese 
Ministers Plenipotentiary take part iii c·o11;;11lta
tions concerning all affairs of the> Kingdom \1·hieh 
affect their couutries. The \\rest Jndia11 Uon• rn 

ments may decide for thrmselves wh c> tb<•r an affair 

of the Kingdom is pertinent. to their countr~- and 

consequently have the authority to voie<' an opinion 
in any particular matter. The Charter stipulatrs 
that certain affairs will , under all ein·11rnst.11H·Ps, 
bl' considered of importan1:1· to Suri11art1 H11d th 1· 
N'etherlands Antilles, fur rx11 mpl1', th1• dl'fr111·1· ol' 
th1·se countries and forl'ign r e lations wh C' 11 tlw 
interests of one· or both of the \\' ,· -,1 fJ1cii <f 11 

countries are affect ed. 

Under the aboH me ntioned regnl<1t ion~ t l1t • 

right of Surinam a11d th r N'f'thC'rlan<ls .\ntill c·s t" 
have a voice in all Kingdom affairs affPding th e ir 
countries is guara11terd. But, what is their real 
influence in these matters ? The Council of MinistPrs 

of the Kingdom usually consists of 12 or more 
Netherlands l\[inisters. Would not the Ministers 

Plenipotentiary of the Wc>st Indian (• ountries 

always nm the risk of bein g overruled '! It is 11•1 

secret that this vital point has for a- lon g tirn t• been 

crucial in discussions about the Charter. Finally 
this matter was solved in the following way 

(article 12, of the Charter). If the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of one of the West Indian countries, 
in anticipation of serious harm to hi s \'Ountry, 

maintains that it should not be bound by a pro
posed provision, this provision will not bin<l his 
<'Onntry unh•ss it is i11h1·rent in the frrms of partn<'t'
ship that such a provision 'Should_ be binding. 

If the Coumil decides that s uch is. the casl! 
and onP of thP l\finisters Plenipotentiary d eclares 
that hr has serious obje1·tions to this d ecision, the 
1·ornrnltation on tlw nrntte r mm;t be continued in a 
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s 1111ill .. 11111111it I!'" 1 · 1111-..i~t i11g· "I' t Ii·· l'rim1· :\li11 i-..1 .. 1· 

oJ thv l\ingcl0111 . 111· 0 ( l>11t 1· h ) !\li11ist1' rs n11d t h<· 
}fi11ist1•r l'l1·11iput1•11ti<1r,\· uf th<· eu1111try 1·11111·t' l'IH'd, 
loµ·t>t ltPl ' witl1 ;1 spl•1·ially authnris<'d :\li11i ,,f1' 1' 
appoi11tt•d b.1· his (io\'<'l'llllll'llt. 'L'h1• ( 'c 11u1l'il of 
i Ii11i .;; t"r" d1 •l' irks i11 H1·1·o rdanc·<· \'lit Ii th<' re,,11lt of 
tlw t·o11s1tlt<1tion i11 1his l'Ommittc•1" 

It may be clea r tl1at thi,, p1·11t·1•du1·1·, 11s11all.1· 

ntllPd the· procc•1lur<· of' " l11tC'J'11r1l <1pp1•a l'', stro11!.d.1· 
saf'l'g1111rds :-)11ri11Hlll and till' \'l'thl'rl(Jllds .\11till vs 
agai1t-.;t trnd1w d u1ni11 at ion by t h1• N<>thl'l'la1Hls. 
8om13arahl(' prn1·isio1i:-, '1 ;1 1·1 · h1•1 ·11 111a d1• !'or h<11lltli11 µ
Ki11irdo111 stat11t<•s h,1· 1 h1· \'l'tlw 1·la11ds parli arn1• 11t. 
\\'hi1 ·h similar!~· is tl11 · l!'gislatiH organ of th1· 
l\i11 g durn. First I~ · l' \'1·n· draft ~tatut1· I hat is i11 -

t1•11drd to b1· operatiY<' in both or 0 11 c of th<· \\- t>st 

111dia11 countrirs mu st at th <• tim<' of prP. entation 
to th e Nrthrrlands S1•1 ·u1Hl l 'hamb1•r. also b1• prt>
sr ntc-d to th<' rc·pr1•s1•11tatin· boclies of thesr 
c·ounlf'i('s, whic·h ~a n rnak!' tlwir remarks thereon. 

Sl'l'ond l.1· t hi' l\fo1 isters· Pl 1•11 i pot en tiary of th1· 
W 1·st I ndia11 c·otrnt.ric·s ot·-if t.he r epresent a ti Ye 

bod~- of tlw c·o11ntry ec>11eernC'd "n d es ires-on e or 
11!o r1· spc·c·ial clt'l egates froni th1• \V est Indian 

1·011ntri1•s J11a .1· i.rin• t h1 •ir Yi1•\1·s <111 111<' draft d11ri11g 
th1• ,·nlrnl .dls1 ·11 -<, io11s in the• :\dhr rlands pa rlianl<'nt . 

( Cu11ti111trd n 11 f'a.gr 151 J 

NOW Available 
• 1n bound volumes 

Twelve issues of the MONTHLY 
INFORMATION BULLETIN (from Jan
uary-December, 1954) attractively 
bound and indexed for easy refer
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trade. tran s po rtatio n, financing or folklore. 
tht· chances a re you will find the information 
you ne ed in thi s volume which brings together 
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<>ilfoel:! and library of the 
Department's Central Ex·periment 
Station where they were intro
-Ouced to members of the staff. 

La. Pastora. 

The ChiPf H.Phahilitation Offi1'Pr, 
Mr. E. R. l\loll , and his staff 
demonstrated the layout, planting 
and maintenance oJ cacao 
nurseries from which the cuttings 
are taken; the selecti0n of 
cuttings and their transport in 
water to the propagating sheds; 
the preparation of stem and 
si.ngle,leaf ,cu.ttings for setting; 
the setting of the cuttings in the 
rooting media; the pot:ting of 
rooted cuttings and the methods 
by which they are hardenPd-off, 
-0r acclimatised to natural atmos
pheric conditions, in bins and 
glass houses; and the fertilising, 
weeding and repotting of plants 
while in storage pending distri
bution to planters. The visitors 
were also shown the t.: losed bin, 
-Open bin and continous humidifier 
type of propagator; different 
types of equipment used for 
watering plants; various rooting 
media; and the composition and 
preparation of potting soil. 
La Pastora has been in operation 
since 1942 and 'has reached its 
maximum production of 400,000 
plants per annum. The party 
.also inspected the demonstration 
plot containing nature specimens 
-0f ICS and P (Peruvian) clones. 

The visitors attending the first 
tour were: Mr. Salva, l\'.Lr. & Mrs. 
Hayot and Messrs. Bordaz and 
Desgrottes from Martinique; 
Messrs. Hazael-Massienx and 
J;ative from ~tH1.deloupe; and 
Messrs. Thomassin, Dolin and 
Clouet from French Guiana. 
Those attending the second tour 
were: Messrs. Wright and 
;Lynch, Jamaica; Francis and 
Burton, Dominica; Atkinson and 
Duboulay, St. Lucia; Cave. and 
Van Loo, St. Vincent; Branch 
.and Nedd, Grenada; and Williams 
<rnd Kitching, British Guiana. 

The Caribbean Commission and 
t hP participants in the tours 
gratefully acknowledge the assist
ance and hospitality afforded by 
the Imperial College of Tropical 
Agriculture, the Cocoa Board, 
the Department of Agriculture 
and the planters. 
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MUNOZ MARIN 
TO OPEN. SHOW 

IN JAMAICA 

Governor LUIS MUNOZ MARIN 
of Puerto Rico 

H 1 S Exl'ellency the (;, i\·ernur lll 
l'ueno l{in1. 11(111. l .ui,., \lul1oz 

1'-larin. will attend aucl OJW1l the 
Denhigh .-\grirnltmal Slim\ which 
will IX' held in !a111ail'a 011 !line ,<..: 

and 9 this year. . · 

The show wi ll niark the l>irn11n11cl 
Jubilee uf the Jamaica Agrirnllllral 
Society and is one oi the highlights 
in the year-long celebrations which 
marks the 300th anniver,.,ary !lf 
Jamaica's Association with the 
British Con1111onwealth. 

l n his letter of invitation to Mr. 
Muiioz :'darin. Sir Hllgh Foot. 
Governor of Jamaica. said that the 
Jamaica Agricultural Society had in 
mind "not only the outstanding 
position which you ocrnpy in the 
Caribbean. but also the special 
interest which you have al\\'ays 
taken in the de,·elopment of agricul 
ture ." 

l\'l r . \Iu11uz Mari 11 ha,, accepted 
the invitation tu open the Show and 
has p ledged the utmost cooperation 
of the Department of Agriculture of 
the Commonwealth of Puerto T\.ico. 

A report from the J a111aican 
Press early in February disclosed 
that Puerto Rico will be an exhibit
ing country at the show and space 
has already been booked on behalf 
of the Department of Agriculture of 
the Commonwealth. 

According to a letter to Hon. 
Rudolph Burke, president of the 
Jamaica Agricultural Society from 

.L 

Education Through UNESCO_ 
( ( ·n 11t i1111ed from f'11!JI' 73oJ 

The enu111eratior1 given in the 
l'rect'd1ng lines dne;, not claim to be 
l·xhau-.tive. In \lrder to avoid 
repetition 111any publications of 
l " :\ l·:~u > devoted to the subject of 
l'< lucat ion Ii ave !l()t been included. 
Tl1e d1ief aim 11i thi:, article is to 
111akl' tlte peuple of the area aware 
()f -.11111t· of t I 1e re ou rces of the 
Caribbean Co1111nissinn I .ih rary. 

Partnership in a Kingdom 
IC1111ti1111td jro111 f'<1fJI' 733) 

Tiley can CYe11 propose amendmen ts . 
Hef.,re the final nite on the proposed 
-. tatlltt' tltc ;\finister rlenipotentiary 
•>r - if present- th e -.pccia l delegates 
iron1 the \Vest Indian parliaments 
\\'ill he enabled to give their ultimate 
11pinio11 un the proposed provision. 
If they reject it, the assembly cannot 
an·ept tlie statute with a majority 
ks:; than three-fifths of the polled 
V<•tes. 

:\s thC' reader will have observed, 
tlw-;e provisions too effectively safe
guard Surinam and the Netherlands 
. \ntilles against easy overruling by 
their bigger partner. This possibility 
(Ji 01·erru ling, however, d1ies not 
exist in the field of international 
financial and economic agreements. 
:\s already stipulated in the Interim 
t Jrrler nf 194'1. the \Vest Indian 
L'fllln tri e~ carn1CJt he bound to such 
agTeernt·nh against their will. 

Mutual Assistance and 
Cooperation 

Th{' 0: ether lands, Surinam and 
the :\ t't lier lands Antilles extend to 
each other ai<l and assistance (article 
3() of tlte Charter). In the next 
artil·lc a number of affairs are 
e11u1m-r;1ted which will be considered 
111 lie t•f common interest to the three 
coumries or to two of them . In
cluded is the furtherance of efficient 
cultura l, social, economic, financial 
and monetary r elations hetween the 

(Conti1111ed on page 152) 

Hon. Ha111011 Colon Torres, Secre
tary of 1he Department of Agricul
ture a11cl Commerce of Puerto Rico, 
the display will he based 011 tht> 
agricultural prugrammes of the 
various agricu It ura 1 agencies of 
I 'uerto ]{in>. 

:\1r. :"dunoz ;\Jari11 and his wife 
will he tlw guest of His l·:xcell ency 
and Lady Fnot for a few days 
during their stay in Jamaica. 
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SHIP IN A KINGDOM 

countries ; matters of banking and 
foreign ex change policy, shipping, 
air and telecommunication, etc. 
Special representatives may be ap
pointed to look after these affairs 
and joint committees may be set up 
for that purpose. 

The Autonomy of the Countries 
The autonomy of Surinam and 

the Netherlands Antilles was already 
firmly anchored in the T nterim 
Order. This l nterim Order was, 
however, a Dutch law which, 
theoretically, could be altered unila
terally by the r\ ether lands legislative 
organ (King and parliament in 
cooperation). Now the provisions 
concerning autonomy are incor
porated in the Charter and can be 
amended only with the approval of 
the representative bodies of the 
three countries. Amongst other 
things this means that the Nether 
lands cannot unilaterally add some
thing to the number of ' 'a ffairs of 
the Kingdom" which are exempted 
from the autonomous sphere . Under 
the Interim Order the organisations 
of state of each of the \\'est Indian 
countries ~\'ere established by Dutd1 
law and therefore subject to unila 
teral alteration. u nder the Charter 
these local constitutions acquire the 
status of local la\v am! can, there
fore, be amended locally except for 
the paragraphs concerning the 
fundamental rights and freed oms, 
the powers of the Governor, the 
powers of parliaments and the para
graphs concerning the system of legal 
justice. Draft amendments on these· 
subjects must he submitted to the 
Government of the Kingdom and 
cannot be operative without its 
co n s e n t. Amendments of the 
Netherlands Constitution on these 
points (except of course that con
cerning the Governor) will be 
considered affecting the West Indian 
countries. Consequently the Minis
ters Plenipotentiary in the Council 
of Ministers have a voice in these 
amendments and, if they think it 
desirable, can use the precess of 
internal appeal. 

This is only a summary of a long 
document of 61 articles, superficial 
like all summaries but, I hope, 
sufficiently elaborate to give ~11 
impression of the equilibrium and 
practical idealism which have in
spired the makers of thi s Charter. 
May this idealism be rewarded by a 
long and prosperous life of'the'newl 
horn Kingdom of the Netherlands. 

152 

Two Years 
Assistance in 

of Technical 
the Caribbean 

JECHr\lCAL assistance in the 
Caribbean was fir st considered 

by the Caribbean Commission at its 
Eighth Meeting in Port-of-Spain In 
] u n e 1949. The Co1i1111ission 
recorded ' ' its complete agreement 
with President Truman's call fo r a 
procedure uf technical co-operation 
and encouragentent of private capital 
investmen t in the under-developed 
areas of the \\'t1rld. " It r equested 
its national sections to consult with 
tlteir gm·ern111rnts as to the part the 
Caribbean Conunission should play 
in the progranmte projected as a 
result of President Truman's call 
and instructed the Secretary General 
to prepare a report on technical co
operation assistance in the area on 
1natters crnning within tlte scope of 
tlte Con1111ission's acti\·ities. 

Subsequently, un July 20, 1950. 
a joint statement was issued hy the 
Governments of lit e French I~ e
public , tlte Ki11gdon1 of the Nether
lands, the U nited Kingdom of Great 
Britain and r\ortl1 ern T re land anrl 
the LJnitecl States of .'\merica, con
taining the \·ie\r s of the four 
member goven1n1e111:> on the role 
the Caribbean CCJ1111ni ss ion should 
play in the technical as:-.i~tance pro 
gramme to he carried out in the 
Caribbean area. 

At its Twelfth 111eeting in Bar
bados in l\Iay 19S 1. tlte Con1111i ss io11 
expressed it~ read iness to act a::. a 
clearing house inr inforn1ati rn1 on 
programmes of tec ltnical assistance 
and as a coord inating a(h·i ser for 
such programn1es in tlt r Caribbean . 
Since that time the Commission , 
which was already rendering techni
cal assistance to the countries \\·hi ch 
it sen·es in the a rea hy making 
availabl e to them thr servi ces of its 
tecl111ica.! staff. has hcen instrun1enta l 
in hring-ing to the area, in coopera
tion with various intrrnational and 
metropolitan organi sa ti ons a nd 
agencies. the services oi highly 
qualifi ed experts and in 111aking 
arrangements with these agencies 
for scholarships and fel11m·ships for 
thf' training of selected students. 
In addition. the Commission dis
seminates. informati on on aYailable 
assistance on the activities of these 
agencies and on tlte procedure for 

olitaining t e c it 11 i ca 1 assistance. 
i\rti clcs setting 111 1t the scope of tlte
Technical Assistance by these 
\'arious i 11 t c rt ia t ional urgani,,at i on~ 
and agencies, and outlining the pro
cedure to be adopted in requesting 
tlteir aid. were published in the 
l\farch. Apr il , ;\[ay and June 195J 
issuL'S of the :- fo nthly Informatiun 
Bulletin of the Commission. 

T echnical assistance has becume 
a standing item on the agendas of 
the C 0111111ission and the \.\: est 
l ndian Cunf erence. 

Thr \\ 'est T ndian Conference, at 
it,; Fifth Session held in 1fonteg<> 
Bar. I an1a ica. in 1952. recommend
ed.' tiiat the Ceneral Secretariat 
prepare and distribute annually a 
repo rt on all form s of technical 
assistance mad e a\·a;.lable by the 
l' nit r cl I\ at ion s and its :;pecialised 
agem·ies to the cuuntries se rved by 
the Crn11111issio11. 

It is in keeping 11·ith this pulicy 
that tlte present i:;sue of ' 'The 
Carihliean" ca rri e:-; an appendix co11-
1ai11ing iniormation on all t echnical 
;i:-;,.,istance extended to the area frnm 
January 19S.1 tn December 1954. 

Tlte sta le111enl deals onlr with 
technica l a~sistance recei\:ed hv 
countri es in the area as a result c)i 
di rl:d agreements bet ll'Cen agenc ies 
render ing as,., ista.nce am! recipien t 
g-.1 \·t-r111ne11ls . P ernsal of it 11·ill 
shCJw that the fields in which tlte 
:--en·ices of expert s are 111ade ;l\'ail
a lil <.:. and schola rships and fellm1·
:-hips are granted, cover a wide 
range inclt1di11g ,\ gricultme. Educa
tion. Fi sheries. J-1 ome Econumics. 
T lousi ng. Public :\dministra tinn . 
l'ulili c Tfealth. Social \.\'eliare, etc. 
1 nio rma tion on technical ass istance 
rrnderecl reg ionally hy the Carih
l 1ean Co111111ission through it:; tecl111i
cal staff and / or \1·i th the help of 
C111t ,:i cle C1rgani sations and agencies 
is not included in this statement . 
Inn 1\·ill be found in the report of 
t lte Secrctan · General to member 
g11\-er11 111 cnts - of the Commi ssion 
\1·hich \\'ill he issued shortly and j,., 

abo to he presented to the \\' e,;t 
l ndian Concerence (Sixth Session) 
in Puert CJ Hirn in May 1955. 

· THE CARIBBE.\.N 
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