
19 February 1957 

Dear Professor Wilgua: 

I regret the delay in replying to your letter of 
January 29. I am now recovering from an operation and 
have ju.st returned to the office to attend to my personal 
mail. 

I am very ppreciative of the invitation to speak 
at the Eighth Annual Caribbean Conference sponsored by 
the Unive •ity of Florida. I am checking the dates of the 
Caribbean Commission meeting in December to know for 
sure whether 1 ahall be able to attend your meeiing. As one 
of the U.S. Commiaaionera, I must participate in the Com
misaion meetings which normally fall in the first fortnight 
of December. 

There is one point about your program to which I 
ahould like to call your attention. 1 notice that Item IV refers 

. to U. s. T rrltori •. Both from the constitutional and political 
st ndpoint, the only U. s. territories in the Caribbean at thia 
time are the Virgin Islands. Under its commonwealth atatua 
P uerto Rico has ceased to be a "territory. " · Puerto Rico ia 
eo:risidered now a self-governing commonwealth. It ha being) ~ 
re ni&e a a such by the United Nations bl ita General Aa-
aembl y Re solution of November Z 7, 19 53, copy of which you 
will find encloaed. Technically, therefore, Puerto Rico would 
not fall under your Item IV• _ 

lil line with our compact with the Federal G •1r n 
(P. L. 600) and with the U. N. Reaolution,1 we make it a point, 

Professor A. Curtis Wilgua 
Dir~ctor 

University of Florida 
Gaineaville 



Profesao:r A. C.urtia Wilg\la 

a s you wiU readily und.eratand, to diapel any co:ftfuaion that may 
arise rega rding our commonwealth atatua. l would be moat 
happy and honored to accept the iDvitation to speak at the Univer .. 
aity of Florida on tbia occasion, if you find. it possible to change the 
program ao aa to bave a correct claaaification of Puerto Rico's 
status under your 1eneral heading. 

Encl. 1 

AMC/lmo 

Warm peraonal re1arcia from 

ARTURO MORALES CAR.R.lON 
Commonwealth 

Under Secretary of State 
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