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H:z and the Dommican Republc  Approsimately I

daki southeast ol New York and “'.
miles north of Caracas, Venezuela, 1t occupies 4
strajegic crossroad position between North and ,
South Amarics Ik locetion ot (he apprbdobes
the Caribbean Sea. and thus (0 the Panama Canal,
gives it military importance. Partly for this reason.
Puerto Rico remained a colomial possession for
more than four centunes, first as a- colony of .
Spain  and later, after the Spamsh-Amercan
War of 189K as a territonial possession of the .
United States As a colony it fared poorly n the
economic sense, and the paucity of natural re-?
sources added to the sland’s mawnal poverty.

Colonial Puerto Rico developed an agncwlival

economy. devoted largely to producing cash ex
port crops. An ufﬁcml Pucrm Rican goverament
reporh sigles.

under e American. nﬂ&w
’ﬁm its * economic ‘w
social mores, and moch of s
primarily 1o the production and export of sagan
all dominated in tug by powerfil absenie¢ corpo-
rate capital * Luis Mufoz Marin, the prgsent

Governor of the @land, tcrmed Puerto

“factory worked by peons, Sought ovee
lawyers, bossed by Absefit industrialists und

clerked by politiciams,” 4, U
Considering theke umm beummp

tion—Frankbn D. lmscvc'lt. Rexford Guy Tug
well and, most of all, Luix Musoz Mann

it was under the New Deal that the farst efforts
were made to overcome the island’s creshwog

‘44

'Jlu e l‘ ht'; efforts, shum Clearange

burden «of pawerty through pubtic works prog
andd low-s
housing  projects, unemployment  reie| and
settiegent PIORIAINS. As Governcu ol the ig
urgler Preudent Rooseveht “hioantruseer™ |
Tugwell laung¢hed some of the programs that h
since rased living standards and converted pos

ty into prosperity  He also prepared the sk

for democratic selt vosernment  nd pohity al

onomy. ]
Puerto Rico's status today o+ Commonwe,

or an  Amocisted Free Male L ado fabro
soctado~of the Unted Mates, A 1 autonom

state, 1t adopted s own comtitaleom. celedts
own officials, appomnty ity courts ol has comp
local self government  This sell governing st

was enacted in 4 compact’ ibetween the Cong
of the Unsted Suates, whah approved it 1Y
and the people of Puerto Riwo, who ratiled

a referendum . Puerio Kiwuns have no young re
sentation i Congress—they elect e own |
Lepsiatuge—and canact vore ton 1he Presade
Ihetetore, w acvordance with \he ponciple of
American  Revolutn, No o Laration  wil

reprosenta n. (hey pey no boderil taaes. H
ever, with a few specific excepuops, all Fed
laws. including those govermng nulitary ses

apply 10 the wland.

In the words of Adolf A Berle Ji.. Assi
Soceetary of State in the Roosevelt Adavmstra
“Puerto Raco has independence in every!
except economics, defense and byewn relal
~~a0d hese three are micinational by hypothe
The “commonwealth coscept 1 live W ew
moreover, either in e birccion ot independs
or-ia the direcuon of statchood  President b
hower bas promwed 1o evonimend that Cong

give Puerto Rico independence any umc
wslande s vote lor it

A few Puerto Rican polibcians stll uﬂ
dependence, and others stalehood, but maos:
the people today seem 10 hke theu commopwe
status, Pochaps tbey sense theu [rcedom beu

they are, as one Puerno Rican leader puts i - "'

roem with the doors open.  Matchood would |
v a degree of | edeial regpmentauon and
fornssm” with Federal rules and icgalations
sompatible with the dutlereot custonis and patt.
of a Spanish cubre Independence would
he slaad adaift as a non-viable coonumy, seve
the winbidwal cord o the manland s capival mai
tanff system and soure ol graton hu f) ‘Wl
Popukiuon. "

How docs Puerto Ruwo s conunonwealth st
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PUERTO RICOS MEANING TO THE ATLANTIC COMMUNITY

{ emonag them the ccononsic imerdependence of a
Mcmlmwﬂﬂ. .58

The election of 1940 in Pucrto Rico was won
byawpmy the Popular Demociatic Party and
a vew leader, Muioa Marin, They were pledged o

cconumic development, unproved oducation sngd
M-MMW-MW-
won (rom the hold of the sugar compunies.
swuﬂmmm won (Roosevelt—
i 1 Rico has forged
~Muam produchios has
Cmcrensed  materially, ndustnalization

mun,hmuodmﬂp&lumm

half of the wiand's meome todoy derwes from’

"mw Industrial production has mipled
since 1940, and the pel real income of the popu-
Intion has more than dowbled—from $463 million

) ‘:".';" lwnmmmwu 1957, The

m;cmhurﬁeutm
m”nm:,mm

| (i current prices) o 1957,
S i 1950 to 82215 in 1957, hmaiv
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New Jactories w Guaynabo prodece paper products, umm and glass. Approxi-

mately 200 new industries have boen lannched in Puerio Rico since 1941

the mainland. in search of cheap labor, are not
welcome in Puerto Rico) an extensive govern-
ment rescarch program designed to discover new
local products and new uses for exising products;
and. perhiaps most important of all, an ambitious
and comprehensive government progran of public
construction- —roads, highways, electric power and
water supply, ports and harbors, housing. school
constrotion, hospitals and so forth-—designed 10
provide those preconditons of economic  de-
velopment’ without which indinucialidavon cangot
proceed, und which, wl the same time, private

capital Canuot provide because of their generally -

unremuneraiive nature.

The above does not by any means exhaust the

‘many novel devices used in Pueste Rico to foster
SCONCNTIL kv::kapnwm But ot i sufficient 10 1o
dicate perhaps (he most stnking feature. of the

Puerto Rivan experiment—-its flexibiiy and lack

of dovmatis vodity, Not for Puertoe Rico the
doctimaire msistomee, wﬁcmm many mfluentisl
cirches, that private enterprise i the source of all
good, puble  etterprise the source of all evil
Gostsamant 6 Puonte Rigo iy ab essentis
part o planing and. leving the groundwork for
econrie devclopinentl.  Nor do Pm Ricany
believe i the opposite dogma, commeon i all 100
maps
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underdersloped  countnes, that  private

“wlea 18 called

usis) -

capital is of nécessity grasping and exploitative,
and that all development must be government
development. Government planning in Puerto Ri-
o is both fexible and realistic, not doctrinaire
and wopiga. -

MMMMM&M ,'A

be Partners

If the many visits' 0 Pueste Rico by leaders of .
underdeveloped countries should result in ((heir |

grasping this central concept-—that government

. and private enterprise. are complementary, not
L aniagomistic, uutbotlnmnhqpuumunpmgm
. of vemain adversaries in stagnation—then the

Pucrw Riean expecimemt may indeed turn out
0 be of global ugaificance. If developing countries
like Indiu and Inbonesia, Egypt and Iraq, come
1o share and apply this concept i their own de-
velopmient programs, the ancient ideologionl war-
fare between anachronisuc dogmas may fade away
and give birth 1 a pew reality. Whether this new
“inixed enterprise” or “democratic
planning” or something che, mailers hitle. What
matters s that e shape of things © come i
beooming increasingly evident in vanous corners
of the globe, from Puerto Rico (0 the Tennessce

_ Valley, from Israel 10 Mexico—wherever men of

47
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good will are laboring 1o lift themselves by their Rico and the United States mo the present 8

own bootstraps, more interested in providing a partnership, based on political autonomy and eco=

_ . good life for their sons than in quarrcling over the ‘momic interdependence. Both may find the gi-
5 . " . dogmas of their fathers. ‘gamtic sk of developing the oil resources of the
" Hly Cutting across the presemt strife over capitalism Sahara far transcends the ability of each 1o tackle
s vs, socialism, vs. anti-colonialism, the problem. single-handed Both may discover
nationalism vs. , lie comain thit ‘working fogether in a common enterprise of

stubborn Wb recogmtion groat scope and challesge will ultimately re
in a world beat on self One  forging new bonds of equality in place of the
is the reality governmént and private entes-  ties of dependence, Tt may be that when A

, mmhmhm& development, |  Malesux, then Minister of Information in the de

'V a task too big and each alone. An- " Gaulle | . proposed a “TVA for Al

© other s shat in rhe shrinking modern  © ghria™ &.m«ow."umu:-
world cdomahm and” anti<coloninlism are mind :ﬁ

8 anuchiomsug Ao, . .. Deriment,

g of nuclear v&’n nhmlﬁ' u?'n‘:lxn ' Beyond Pugrto Rico and the Tennessee Valley s

“ciline Litté islund in the sun and the great valley 3

i the Smokiesf)lie new frontiers 10 be conguered

~the ol fesdurces of the Sahara, the biy' Jam on

the Nile, the valley of the Jordan, the onc: fertile,

~

r to the Caribbean isle ex<

forgetting old hatreds and quarrels in a ne
common task of great endeavor. then Puerto Ricos
; with its brave sew world of Fomenro will have

l- munity may lie simply in repaying an almost
e, centory old debt. ‘
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e soh. Mruo: aiMived it ¥ Niiset] dnd, movewver, forced it
» { A N9 e
o il L, Rexford G. TUGWELL
0 ¥ h ' ' The Art of Polirics
i /e i
Y T ) ot o aod ogM A
A o'l s ¥ ond
v ' g




	img429
	img430
	img431
	img432
	img433
	img434

