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GENERi.L OBSERVAl'IONS 

TCH ON PUERTO RICO 

The Island of Puerto Rico is the smallest and east
ernmost of the Greater i.ntilles which [0.lso include Cubn, 
J nma1ca, and Santo Domingo. Area is nppr~ximatoly 3,400 
square mile s; popul~ tion in 1945 is 2,060,000. Tho· popula
tion density is greater than that of ·any of the West Indi an 
Islands with the single exception of Barbndos. 

' Of the total land area, some 1 1 100,000 acres are under 
some kind of cultivation; 900 1 000 acres ure in pasture or 
woodland. As the Islo.nd is volcnnie in origin and very 
mountainous, this is one of the highest l and-use pcrcontnges ~ 
in the world. If the United Sta tes produced ns much from 
its soil, per square mlle,; ns Puerto Hico produces, the 
va lue of the product of United States agriculture .would be 

,40 times as great as it is todr.y. 

Puerto Rico lies entirely within the tropics. L.verngo 
-summer- t-empernture is 78 degl~oos. J.ivernge winter tempera ture 
is 73 degrees. There is no well-defined rainy se Rson. Bulk 
of the Island's r ainfall comes in quick showers, which co.n 
be expected any time of the do.y, ~ny do.y of the year. i .. verngo 
r ainfnll on the North Co ns t is about 60 inches per annum; 
on tho South Coast about half tho.t tmd , in tho mount a ins, 
r a infall figures rise to 160 inche s per year. It is for 
this re&son that Puorto Rico's hydro-e l octric development 
is far ahead of that of nny area south of tho Tropic of 
Cuncer. For ~bout a de cade, nn nvcrugo of 40% of the total 
consumption of e l e ctricity h~s been generated by wnterpower, 
and thore nre more electrified homes per square mile in 
Puerto Rico th~n in any country in the tropics anywhere. 

Puerto Rico hn~ thre e dependencies; Mona Island 
(20 sq. mi.); off tho Wos t Cons t, 1Tieques (57 sq. mi.), 
off the Er.st Coas t, rmd Culebr o. (11 sq. mi.), an importnnt 
naval outpost, off trw East Co a st. Tho Island's forest 
reserves ar e very smnll, totalling only 92,000 n6res 
&ltogethor. 

THE PEOPLE 

The Isl-:,nd of' Puorto Rico W8.s discovered by Columbus, 
whose fleet took on fresh WP tor a t Guayanillr:-. Bl?.y, on the 
South Co~st, on Novomber 19, l~J3 1 on tho second voynge. 
The Indina nRme of the Isl~nd wns Borinquen, a n qme which 
still persists in tho n~mcs of societies, business firms 
and other enterprises • . The Islr.nd wns woll popul~ted by 
Irtdir:.n tribes when it W?.s discovered, but the Spr.nish method 
of onslr..voment in the mine s so decimf'. t e d the Indi an populr. 
tion, th8. t only f', f ew tr r:.ce s of the origin8l - Indi ~m blood 
r emc·ins in the populr tion today . The popul r.tion is of 
S~nnish Hnd Afric an nogro stock; Sp2nish stock predominating. 
The people of Puerto Rico hr.vc been Americ Rn citizens since 
1917 and [;~re thus di stingulsh0d from the inhabit .t:1.nts of the 
Philippines, Sf.Lmo c~ , Gw:m, otc. 

Puerto Rico is ~n unincorporated territory within the 
U. S. Comrnonwe r: l th, hn s its own bi-cr.mer Rl legisla ture 1 and 
approximately the s r-~me control over 1 ts internr.l affidrs a s 
is exercised by the governments of the 48 St r.>. t e s, the 

! 
Governor is elected by the P. R. people, who ~re exercising 
this privilege for the first time in 1948. Voting in 
Insul~r elections, which coincide in point of timo with the 
N~tiongl e l e ctions, is by univers~l adult suffrnge, mnle 
r:i.nd ~emr. le. Puerto Rico is represented in the United Sta tes 
by a Resident Commissioner who hns a sea t in the House of 
Representatives, but no vote. 
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Tho principa l spec tr.tor sport in Puerto Rico is 
b c.. seb ~ll, with horse .r i?. cing r. close s e cond. Br. skotb all 
nnd tra ck t eams furnish the bulk of inter-scholastic 
comp e tition. Footbnll is not pl '"'.yed; either J.meric o.n or 
~nglish. 1~ mc. jority of the Island's people pl ay the 
Insul tw Lottory, which prov.ide s weekly drf'.wings and oc
c Rsionnl prizes R S high r.. s $90,000. Profit from tho 
Lottery is use d to support some of the Isl~~nd's hospd.t a ls 
r:.nd sanitariums. 

CITIES 

There r..r 0 77 municip r. lities r.. ltogothe r in Puorto Rico; 
they nre the only poli tic 8. l subdivisions, there being no 
countie s or s t n t e s. L~rge st is tho c npita l and principa l 
port, s ~.n Jur1.n, with n popul :.1.tion of 208,055 and .'"l. property 
v ~ luntion of some $78,000 1 000. Only one city in the 
Caribboun, Hnv an a , is l~rger than S ~ n Junn nnd the port of 
S ~n Junn, · in 1944 1 QCtu~lly h nndle d more tonn~ge thnn did 
the port of Hnvr.nn. Second l nrgest city is Ponce, on the 
&ou--th Gcrn rt, vdth some 114,-007 inhr.bitants. Third c1: ;r rs 
Mnya guez, on the Wost Co r,st, with 84 1 766. 

1 

BRIEF ECONOMICS 

The principr~ l occµp ".tion o.f the p e ople of Puorto Rico 
is n.griculturo , n.nd r:~griculture provides : .. bout 90% of the 
Island's we ~ lth, directly and indirectly. Nonrly 75% of 
Pu8rto Rico's totnl ennunl income is derived from the sugr.r 
crop, with its byproducts; rum, a lcohol r-.nd chemic P. l solvents. 
Tho sugar crop h n s r ~nge d between 750,000 ~nd 1,250,000 tons 
of r nw sugar p e r r.nnum throug h tho le.st dec a de. · Tho crop 
wo. s wor•th $75,000,000 in 1944 u.nd the principr1,l byproduct, 
rum, wns worth even mor e (ne arly $100,000,000 including 
t axes.) · 

Second most import u.nt agricultura l crop is tob Pcco 
which, in 1944, wa s worth, in nll forms, some $18,000,000. 
Coffee, formerly more import nnt to the Island's economy 
than sugnr, still covers most of the slopes of tho Isla nd's 
mount nins, rmd the avernge unnun.l crop is still in excess 
of 22,500,000 pounds but, relr. tively spenking, the crop is 
not productive of much of the tot c.l n n tionr_ l income tod ny. 
In fnct, in 1944, the product of the Islnnd's dnirie s wn s 
worth more, in tnrms of doll r.r s, thf'.n tho coffee er ')p. 
Virtua lly nll of the coffee crop is now consumed locr'.lly. 

AGRICULTURE 

Sug nr is the mast import ~ht industry in Puerto Rico. 
During the fisc r: l yeo. r 1939-40, (normo.l ye ars) sugr. r nlone 
a ccounted for $ 57 1 328,790 of oxports~ in ~ ddition to its 
by-products. ;1.bout 300, 951 ~cr e s of l ":nd. nre pl r,).nted in 
sug r•.r c r.ne. Thc-;; r e nrc 41 modern grinding mills on the 
Islr:nd, of which 11 wer e in the northern distri'ct, 5 in the 
e n. stern, 12· in the south0rn, 4 in the we stern, r.nd 9 in the 
interior. 'l1J.es e mills oper c_ t e more th~n 1,000 miles of 
r a ilways, s e ver r~ l . hundreds mile s of priva tely owned highwa ys, 
a nd over 9~000 fnrm~. 

Puerto Ric nn clima te is ide['. l for nll tropical ve get a tion. 
There is little chnnge in the se n sons, hence, it is possible 
to ripen vegct nbles sever a l we e ks before ~ny section of the 
mc.inlf-. nd. This ndvnntnge forms tho bnsis for a r !.lpidly 
growing trnde in fresh veget ables. Similarly fresh fruits 
nrc nv o.il~ble earlier than on the mainlnnd. 

Two of the most import nnt fruits exported (in volume) 
a.re pineapples c,nd grnpefrui t • They r~re exported both fresh 
~nd canned. Puerto . Ricnn citrus fruit is excellent both in 

,.,.o;_. ------~--~ 
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quality nnd nppe nr nnce , being compnr nble with the product 
of any other citrus sections of the United Sta t e s. Favored 
by climo. tic conditions, Puerto Rico is ~ lso nble to supply 
overse~ s mnrkets ~t sen sons when price s &r e highe st. 

GRl~PEFRUI T 

In 1929 ... 30, the citrus industry shlppe d closo to 
l,000,000 boxe s of grapefruit to the United Ste t es. i!. 
hurric~ne caused he avy losse s in tho citrus s ections in 
1932 nnd shipments f e ll off. The Islr.nd : hns never recovered 
fully. Low price s h~ve continued, ~nd, a s ~ result, the 
industry hns become l e ss i mportnnt. 

PINE1\PPLES 

Puerto Rico is also nn important pineapple-producing 
so~tion. Cuba i s the only other impor t Rnt east coa st 
competitor. Puerto Rico hc. s r.round 6 1 000 ncre s devoted to 
the produotlon of pinenpples, repre s enting a tot o. l investment 
in l ~nd of more th~n $1,000,000. 

COCOANUTS 

· The i)roduction of Pue:rto Ric an coconnuts . (of both the 
green and ye llow varie ti es) is e stimo. ted at 16,500,000 c. 
yeur, 20 per cent of which nr e sold a s culls a t r~duced 
price s. The y ar e grown in scattered ar ea s ~long the liter al, 
occupying same 10,000 r.cres. Nu'ts shipped to the mainln.nd· 
~re sold chiefly to t he consumer in • the fr e sh st nte. No 
copra is produce d in t he Islr.nd, 

OTHER TROPICAL FRUITS 

In addition to t he ma jor fruits, fuerto Rico f..lso grows 
orr nge s, mo.ngoe s, b o..n ~ma s, l emons, sour or anges, quenop r~ s, 
t r.mnrinds, r. lmonds, mnmeyes, gu~m~ , gunyr.bns, jobos, pruns, 
cherri es, tropicnl gr npe s (uva s-plnyes), r. nd mnny other. 

INDUSTRY 

The most import ::nt industri r.l enterpris e in Puerto Rico 
is not r, singl e industry in the strict sense of thr. t word, 
but r. group of hnndcr af ts whos e product, known in the tra de 
by the generic t erm ''nee dlework", include ~ such c.rticle s a s 
garments, lingeri e , h~ndkerchiofs, t nble linon~ _ &rt : 
embroidery, t ape strie s, hooked, woven ~nd string rugs, · 
glove s, le .:'.ther goods, etc. Over 90% of the workers in this 
industry nre women ~nd, in 1944, tot r l employment in the 
nee dlework industry excee de d 61 000 persons. The totnl 
pL>oduct of the industry in 1944 wr.s worth $22, 000, 000, 
including nrticl os produce d f or l o ca l consumption . 

Puerto Rico mr.muf r.. cture s most of t he portl 'l.nd cement 
thfJ.t i s use d nt t he pr e sent time , h :::,.s two lr.rge breweries in 
addition to n group of some t wenty fiv e distill eries which, 
r.nnunlly, :?roduce mor e rum than r.ny other sing le -country 
in the world. 

Some other Puerto Ric nn products; dried coconut, vanill CT , 
citron, gu~va j e lly, pineapples, lime s, oranges, grapefruit, 
cucumbers, peppers, tomr toes, h o.rdwood furnitur e and 
woodworking spe ci altie s, straw h~ts, tile nnd glnss bottle s. 

HISTORICJ~L NOTES 

The originnl n nme given to the Islnnd of Puerto Rico by 
Columbus wa s Sr' n Junn Bnutistn (St. John tho Bnptist~ ~ 
Origin::1 l n n.me given to the city of Scm Juan wns Puerto Rico 
(Rich Port). During the i6th Century, howover, r f'. ids by 
the French ~nd the Indi ans wiped out the pop~l2 tion of the 
southern half of the Island r.nd, ns the northern pr.rt of 
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the Island was in the jurisdictlon of the capital city, the 
no.me of the cnpitnl city wns, for nenrly n century, applied 
to the only well developed pnrt of the Island. By the 
middle of the 17th Century ~he Spanish Crown had become 
accustomed to spe f'.k of the ,Islrmd a s Puerto Rico nnd the 
city of San Juan adopted the originnl Colombian nnme. 

The origin~l settlement in Puerto Rico, by n group 
of colonists under Juan Ponce de Le6n, wa s at n site now 
in the suburbs of s ~m Junn, . Caparra , in 1509. The site 
of the capital wa s moved to the present location of Snn 
Juan, on .an Isl und which fo~ms the northern shore of the 
Bay of San Juan, in 1519. The expedition commanded by 
Ponce de Le6n which discovered Floridn sailed from San Juan 
in 1512. 11he Cathedral of San Juan, which is still stnnding 
and in a stato of excellent pre s erva tion, wa s finished in 
1529, when the city of San Juan consisted of 120 buildings 
altogether. There is one older church in Puerto Rico; tho. t 
of Porta Coeli in the city of Snn Germnn, which dates back 
to 1515 and is the oldest church building ·in the lifostern 
Hemisphere • 

The French r a ided Puerto Rico several times between 
1529 and 1554, landing on the South nnd West Coasts. hs 
a result of the French wnrs nnd tho frequent Indiqn raids, 
the Spanish government began the construction of a major 
fortress nt San Juan in 1533. This is the building which, 
with many additions since tha t time, is called La Fort a leza 
and serves ns the official residence of tho Governor. 
iuiother San Junn building which dates back to the same 
period is the Ch8.pel of San Jose, which f nces the plaza where 
st ands the statue of Ponce de Le6n. Shortly aft or the originnl 
building a t Ln Fort a leza wn s finished, a nephew nnd one of 
the direct heirs of Ponce de Le6n began construction of the 
residence now known a s Cnsa Blanca (tho VJhit e House) which 
servos ns the officinl residence of the Commrmding Officer 
of the Puerto rtico Department. Due to the fact that Spnin 
wa s at war with the British, French and Dutch during most 
of the 16th Century, most homes were built with a view to 
defense, a s w~ro o.11 public buildings oxcept churches. 

Construction of tho principnl fortress of San Juan, El 
Morro, bognn in 1540 and continued intormittontly over more 
than a century. The City Wall of San Juan, most of which is 
still presorvod, wns not bogun until 1630 and the newest of 
tho heavy fortifications ~t San Juan, San Crist6ba l Fortress, 
Wa s built in 1771. 

In 1595 Sir Frances Drnko ~nd Sir Jorm Hawkins tried to 
force the ontrnncc to tho harbor of S11n Juo.n. i ... pnrt of tho 
f'l co t was groundod on tho shn. llows oppos -to El Morro fortress 
and tho ships wore poundod to piocos by the guns of tho fort. 
Sir John Hawkins wn s killed nnd the r qid wns·beaton off. In 
1598 Gcorgo Clifford, Eo.rl of Cumberl r..nd, with a fleet of 20 
ships, forc e d a J. f'.nding a t the present location of Esc .nmbr6n 

_Bo n ch Club, ntt nckod the m.n. in works nt Snn Junn from tho l nnd 
side, nnd forced tho surrender of' tho garrison. Typhoid and 
mal aria, however, so severe ly decimQtod his troops thnt he 
wa s forced to withdraw. 

~·!,. Dutch squndron, under tho comni.'l.nd of Bowdoin Hendrick, 
in tho employ of tho Dutch Indie s Compnny, accomplished tho 
near impossible in 1625, and forced a l o.nding nt Srin Juan 
from tho Bay. Tho Dutch, aft er the Spr.ni ards hnd r efused 
to surrondor, burned tho city to tho ground but wore ovontunlly 
driven off by tho El Morro garrison with the loss of 400 dond. 

No serious attempts wore ma de to storm tho works at Snn 
Juo.n nft or tho completion of San Crist6bal fortress in 1771. 
Tho addition of San Crist6bnl to the defense system mndc 
tho works improgno.blo unti·l the ad'1ent of the stool armored · 
battleship. 
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The Snn Jua n forts surre ndered without a fight in 
1898, during the Sp nni sh .:-.. meri c nn V'Jrr, nfter n short nnd 
ineffe ctua l bombardment by units of Admir n l Snmpson's 
squc dron. Gencr.n l Nelson ; •• Mile s h nd, previously, put 
troops a shore in an unopposed l ?.nding on the unprotected 
South Co8. st nnd tho Sp['.nish garrisons in Puerto Rico did 
not h r.ve the support of e ven 101G of the popul~tion. The 
U. S. mili t nry c .i:~mpnign in Puerto Rico in 1898 WP..S n. . p a r e.de. 
Tho entire , popul c~ tion,. with the exeption of ~- h o.ndful of 
Spaniards, welcomed the U. S. troops. A movement to declnre 
the Islnnd independent of Spr,in h o. d becor.ic well ndvnnccd some 
time beforo the Spnni sh i~meric c.n '.Vnr. During both the first 
\Jorld V/ri.r o.nd tho present Wf',r, mon in Pue rto Rico h nve boen 
dr nfted into the U. S • • ~.rmy under the s r~me conditions ri. s 
hnve continental ; ... mori c r•.ns. 

Hll.NDCIL:.FTS 

Puerto Rico produce s mc:.ny r~rticle s of h '1ndcr 2ftsmnnship 
th~t nre well known in tr~de circles ·utside the Isla nd. 
The Isl 'md's exports of finishe d consume r goods ar-e gr:i.R.ter 
th8.n tho so of e.11 t ho oth:.;r Ca ribbenn I slc.nds combined. 
In July 1945, there is n g enuine snort nge of mnny kinds of 
consume r goods in Pue rto Rico, n s elsewhere. This rt.pp lies 
as well to products of the IslE~nd itself ns to imported 
go oda 4- ~ !I1he Isln. nd rs f 2ctorie s h nv e suffored severely from 
manp ower• e nd mr.~ teri. nls s hortages nnd tho products · offered 
for s o. le 8t the pre sent time in Puerto Hico ['..r e both fewer 
and high e r price d th0n in norm&l y enrs. 

Some of Puerto Rico's spe ci a lties mny still be bought, 
hov.revcr, in Spn Junn s :torc,n. The follov!lng list is a p arti a l 
one; l a die s a nd mBn' s l. :mdkerchief s 1 e mbroi de red Ol'' initial
le d; lingerie, h r.nd embroidered nnd h nnd sewn; - lo.dies 
nightgowns, h r.nd embroidered; - bridge, te o. rm t nble sets, 
h nrdwood novelties, (cigrr e tt e boxes, bookends, l r'.mp 
stands, etc.), strRww~re nnd b~ ske t ware; straw b eech hnts 
and sandnls; cotton string rug s nnd r0g rugs; ci gors; 
liquors; furni t ur e ; l o.mpsh~ des; purses r.md mnny loca lly 
mnde clothing it e ms. 

HELLTHii'UL C LI Mt .. TE 

Few rJ.ro ~. s of the Unite d St a t e s r~fford such 2 delightful 
climo. te a s Pue rto r{ ico which is suitb.ble throughout the ye fl.r 
for t ourists. Th e loca tion of tho Isl['.nd within the trr.de
wind b e lt and lts mount ninous surf :J. c e md(e it one of the 
mo st f avor o.ble r e gions in the Tropics. 'l1he climn te is warm, 
but excessive temp er· n tur"cs do not ocour. There is n. slight 
annunl r r..ngo of t omper r~ ture rmd the Islllild is sp r.r ..e d the 
extre me hent common to contine nt a l nr 02 s of the s r~me 
l ntitudo. The D. Ve r nge winter t emµo r ", turo is 73.7 de gr ee s F. 
Qnd the summer ~v er~ge is 78.8 degr ee s F. 

The r e is no clcnrly define d r~iny s ec-~ son in PuEi rto Rico -:-< 
Rninfa ll is f 8. irly we ll distribute d throughout the twe lve • I 
months of the y cnr, with the he~ vi o st do wnfa ll t nking pln ce 
from Mny to Decemb e r.. Hninfnll v aries in different locf1li
tie s. Tho he a vie st r c..infnll is in the mountainous arens of 
tho northen stern nnd southwestern p a rts of the Islnnd, where 
recording of 100 to 200 inche s nre mr·do. The r [\ infnll 
de cre nses townrd the north '.:'.nd south co n sts, from 55 to 75 
inche s per ye nr occurring on the north coast, ri.nd from 29 to 
52 inches per yenr on the south coQst. Puerto Rico is one 
of the most healthful :i.reas in the hemisphere. 

HOUSING 

Bungnlows or low Spnnish-type houses with two, throe or 
four b e drooms predomina t o . 'rhe ir rents r ange betwe e n $90.00 
~nd $125 .oo pe r month, unfurnished, rlnd between $90.00 and 
$150.00 furnished. '11here nre few furnished hous e s to be 
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hnd, however, except in summer, when for two nnd three 
months many of the ir own ors or tennnts ar e in the Sta tes. 
More pr e t entious r e sidenc~ s, or those with sp ecia lly 
a ttrnctive lo.cations 8. S, for e x ample, those f ncing the ocea n, 
r ent for from $125.00 to $150.00 unfurnished nnd up to 
~;200.00 n.nd mor o furnished. 

Most of the r e sidences in r..nd a round s ~.n Jua n are built 
of r e inforced concrete , the smfl.ller houses hn.ve pre p P.red 
roofings or g nlvuniz e d iron; [1.nd the l nr e er, tile roofs. 
Many h nve gnrn.ge s rmd de t r·.ched quarters for one or t wo 
s ervnn ts; rmd a ll h n.v e running vm t or, with b n t h tubs o.nd 
sh owers. Mc.ny h ouso s h D.v e tile floors in kitchens, dining 
rooms, b a th rend p orche s nnd some h n..vc them throughout. 
11hi s type of floor is g re n.tly to b e de sired since it is 
cool in hot we ather, e nsily cle r,n e d, r.nd ins ect proof. 
The re ar e numerous n ow 8.. ncl up-to.da te np c.rtment housos 
at moder a te price s. In the smnller tovms, conveni ences 
nre fewer but Ponce rmd Mnynguez re nch n.lmost th0 s nme 
s t<r\.ndn.r...d n s Snn Jun.n. 

Prncticnlly nll house s in Sun Ju~n 8..nd its vicinity 
a r e wired for e l e ctricity usua lly with e l e ctric or g n s 
cooking. i.11 comunities of more thn.n 1,000 inhabitants 
rtr e served by power line s. TI1.e r e r~r e o.pproximf~ tely 1, 500 
mile s of rur n.l line s in s ervice nnd 100 miles under 
construction. Ele ct~ic power is av nil8ble in a ll sections 
of the Islnnd through ci.n interconne cte d system of approxima 
tely 70,000 HP instnlle d· c apacity. '.rho system of production 
consists of e l e ven hydro-e l e ctric plnnts ~nd three steam 
plants. 

Ga s is supplie d. 

THE COST OF LIVING 

Puerto Hico imports most of its cssenth~l commoditi e s. 
Notwithst ttnding this, tho volume of purcha s o s brings rtbout 
somewha t r e duce d price s. 1ne cost of living is not higher 
than in the e a stern s e ction of the Unite d Sta t e s. 

Clothing for both s e xes is r e t a iled in Pue rto Rico for 
nbout the s ame price ns on t h e mninl.nnd, and in ma ny c n se s 
the cost is sli[ htly lower. · '.I'he trop ic ~l climate mnkes1 
he nvy winter clothing unnc c e s sf ry, but a t the s o.me time 
c a lls for n.n nmple supply of wa shable; app nr e l. 

~ 

20 Sept emb er 1948 
Office of Tourism 
Se ction of Informa tion and Publicity 
Snn Junn, Puorto Rico 
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