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3 ‘Since % ﬁﬂaﬁor in war time, perhaps it is fitting that the
: ) tmmmgaahw.ldheacmna It is this: "Fight the good
fight of falth; lay hold on eternal 1ife." That was an order given by a
vetemn ofticer of Chriat'a army to a young recmit.

The tirct Mture of thic oou-nd which atira my wth 1s that 1t
cked by experience, At Easter time it is the voice of experience which
hear. When a peracn talks to me about how to meet death, I wish to
' firat whether he has ever had encounter with the Grim Reaper. The man
1d "Fight the good fight 6f faith; hxholdoneterml 1life” was Saint
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his confidence in the life eternal. He had been born Saul of Tarsus, and
had belonged to the Pharisee sect. As a devout Pharisee, he had shared the
belief in a 1life beyond the grave, - a belief, be it remnberotl which hag
been held among all peoples in all ages. But despite his tuduioml belief
in immortality, he did not credit the current reports about the resurrection
of one Jegus of Nazareth. In fact the storles of Jesus angered Saul beyond

to exterminate this pestilential new sect. He was present on the day whon
one of the Chrigtians named Stephen was stoned. Then as the stones fell on
Stephen, the dying man looked up with beatific face and cried, "I ses the
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God." That
radfant face of the dying Stephen haunted Saul of Tarsus. mtmsmun
really seen? What was it that made these suffering Christians believe their
Lord was alive? What was the secret of the power which the crucified Jesus
gtill exerted over his followers? These were the quoetioai which kept
pricking Saul's mind.

Then one day on the Damascus road he ceased to kick againagt the
pricks of these questions, He surrendered his rebellious will. He went
off alone for months to think it through. Then he came to Jerusalem and met
the dlsciplea who had been present on Easter morning. BHe heard thelr stories
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passes through a long succesaion of lives similar to the present one causes
survival to be looked upon as a doom rather than a blessing. Hence in India
the boon desired is to escape into Nirvana. No, if immortality means only
perpetuation of time sequence then the proaspect would not be very inviting.

But when I look at Paul and beyond to the Christ Himeelf, I get
the feeling that their idea of eternal life is independent of time. I get
@ glimpae of experiences which come ae Mozart said his musical compositions
came, The great composer declared: "My soul gets heated, and if nothing
disturb me, the plece grows longer and brighter until, however long !t 1s,
it 1s all finished at once in my mind so that I can see it at a glance as
if 1t were a pretty picture or a pleasing person. Then I don't hear the
notes one after another, as they are hereafter to be played, dut it ia as

: ‘Mmm‘ re all at e £ TR R e e B

May we not say that in such inspired moments, Mozart was laying
hold of life independent of time? And is not that what eternal life is? It
1s life that is not measured by the ticks of the clock or by the months in a
calendar. However ordinary our lives may be, have not most of us had some
high moments of ecstasy or love when time was forgotten? At such moments we
were touching the quality of what Paul and Christ call "eternmal life." At
such moments we were tasting "the powers of the age to come".

And for those who "fight the good fight of faith" these high mo~
ments lengthen and multiply. Thus they do "lay hold on eternmal 1life" here
and nov. Far be it from me to compars my feeble struggles with the mighty
efforts of the Apostle Paul who gave up about sverything the world holds
dear in the service of his Lord. But as I think of those I have loved and
lost, I feel like saying with Paul, "I know whom I have believed and I am
persuaded that he 1s able to keep that which I have committed unto him
against that day."

Buch is my Easter falth.

'PRAYER: Great God and Father of Mankind, Grant unto us the gladness of this
Eaaster Day. Fill us with the falth that life shall triumph over death Me les

‘of peril. Comfort those who suffer and console those who mourn. Fortify
for the struggles of this present time and fit ue to enter the heavenly
place which Thou has prepared for those who Love Thee. Through Jesus Christ
Our Lord., Amen. y
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