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If the United‘states Senate acts promptly,
the people of Puerto Rico can celebrate
the formal adoption and inauguration of
their new ‘constitution on the Fourth of
July. The date is a Peculiarly appropriate
one for an occasion marking the attainment
of full self-government on the part of a
colonial dependency. It is an occasion in
the celebration of which all Americans can
Participate with pride — Americans on
the mainland ang Americans on the island
alike. For Puerto Rico’s new constitution
marks a modern kind of association among
free men—a relationship which will redound’
to the credit of the United States through-
out the free world, ,

The Puerto Rican constitution was framed
by a constitutional convention called in con- |
formity with an authorization adopted by
Congress in 1950, It has been certified to
Congress by the President as being in con-
formity with the Constitution of the United
States. It has won the approval of the House
of Representatives and of the Senate’s Com-
mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs. All
‘that remains to be won is indorsement by
the Senate itself. But if this indorsement is
to come in time for adoption of the ‘Con-
stitution on Independence Dayjﬁ_pg‘ ‘What £
18 more im porta lor putting it

ns. . The sole serious op

to come from Senator Olin D, J hnston o
South Carolina, who has threatened to bring
Up a number of amendments ‘which would

have the effect of nullifying the constitution
and withdrawing the grant of fy] self-goy-
ernment which was promised when Congress
passed the act enabling the constitution to
be drafted. In the context of the Senate’s
desire to get home, the raising of such
amendments—which seems to be motivated
by narrow personal interests—amounts to.
something like a ﬁlibus_fqr. We hope that
the Senate will not countenance such tactics
and will not let the threat of them keep it
from fulfilling pledge to the people of
Puerto Rico. Adoption of Puerto Rico’s
constitution will be a demonstraﬁon of
American statesmanship ang adherence to
Jemocratie doctrine,



