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An angry Archbishop James P. 
Davis returned to Puerto Rico 
from the mainland last night with 
newly consecrated Bishop Alberto 
Mendez of Arecibo, and told . re
porters waiting for him at In 
national Airport that his Chicato 
statement was meant ."to end" the· 
conflict of the church position over 
its stand against the Popular 
Party. 

Striding purposefully through a 
small army of press that was 
""'.aiting for him at the plane, Arch
bIShop Davis said: 

"I have made my statement and 
I have nothing to add. I have 
said what I am going to saf." 

At- ot point, Arch
1
b;.:rti Davis, 

~1iiO<Je fF.- foot J>J.gs f . towtr 
. •· ;: .,, reporters, pointed a 

,L-:e ~A~ Page 

finger at one newsman and 
"I have said enough and 

better get that correct." t. 

He then turned to another. rt-
porter and said: · .. " ! 

"Why do you fellows "Want to 
drag this thing out? When I 
made a statement, it was to end 
it. It is not y_our function to 
drag it out." 

Archbishop Davis wa~ referring 
to a st)ltement he made in Chi-· 
cago this week in which he said 
the Catholic Church will not im
pose any punishments on Catho
lics who voted for the Popular 
Party. He said nobody would be 
denied the sacrements of the 
church for having done so. 

He said a circular letter issued 
last Sunday by his secretary, 
Msgr. Rafael Grovas, which con
tradicted statements made pre
viously by Archbishop Davis, was 
"not authorized" by him. 

At the airport last night, 
though Archbishop said he would 
answer no questions, he did sub
mit to one. 

He was asked if somebody who 
had voted for the Popular Party 
had committed a venial or a 
mortal sin. 

"That depended on so many 
things," he said, "that it would 
take too Jong to explain." 

He said he would be willing 
to discuss the matter "some 
other time, but not now." 

Bishop Mendez, who will be j 
installed officiaHy as the new 
bishop of Arecibo in ceremonies 
tomorrow, praised .AJ:chbishop 
Davis's Chicago statement as "in 
the great spirit of conciliation. I 
think it will go a long way to 
clearing things up," be said. 

The two prelates were. '4'00m-
f panied by the Most Rev. JIJd.win 
I Byrne., ;tc:hbishop of Sa~ Fe, 

I 
N.M., who will take part · 'ttie 
Arecibe eeremonies. Arebbillho 

Byrne was formely bis . 4 
Ponce. · . ___ .. _,1 

M£&r- Gl'ovas's letter br.w.ucu. 
as "pubtfe sinners" tho~e ' 'Wft(J 
publicll' stated not havmi 
pented for voting for the . . 
lar Party. Citing canon Jaw, tli 
letter made clear that the Church 
would deny these people sacra-

l men ts. It also stressed that these 
people could be excommunicated. 
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