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offices to be appofnted by the Pres- ' The bill required "that the consti-

1 

ident. It was recognized even at l tution shall provide a republican 
that tim th t th i 1 d' t L I. form of government and shall in· 

-----··- ---------·-·--- -···--·------· ,__ ________ _ OEC 8 

e a e s an 5 s a us elude a. bill of. rights." It provid· 

o · Rico Is Unique As was unique in the American politi- ed for a Puerto Rican referendum 
c.al system. Historically and Cvn· on the acceptance or rejection of 
:stitutionally the U.S. has always Public Law 600~. which referendum 
provided fo~ the greatest degree of supported it overwhelmingly_ The 

P I 
•1• I s bd I I I Of u s self determmation in government. constitution was subsequently 

0 I lea U lvlslon 
This has b~en achieved by the ad.opted by the people of Puert~ 

1 1 
of Pu~rto Rico as well as the right Rico and ratified by the Congress 

. . grantmg of ~tatehood, territorial and the new government this con-
.,. · . . · status, or outright independence 11,s stituted was referred to as a Com-

. Lteh,,islatwn !st currently ~endmg l Rico, or rich port. For foe next 400 was the case of the Philippine Lil· monwealth in English while in 
m e Commit ee on Interior 1•.nd lif;LnciL s · h · Insular Affairs on which I serv.o years Porto RiCQ wu, in varied pan.is it became Estado Li b r e 
in the House ~hich would : status, '1 Spanish possessii:>n. The The Jones Act of 1917 granted Asoc1ado, or Free Associated Sta~e. 
siderably alt~r the statu f c~n·t island was occupied by U.S. troops collective citizenship to the people Thus, a political subdivision of 

Of Amer
.ca I k , stho Cpar during the Spanish American War ~o elect certain of their ow'n "'OV· the U.S. exists which is unlike any 
1 . spca o, e Om· d · ff' · " · th t f · · monwealth· of Pu t R. b t an was ceded to the U.S. as : ernmg o 1c1als, b u t retaitied· ? er par o America. This .boom-

which the history~r poolittcc:i, :vo~~- res~lt of the Treat~ of Paris o: strong veto power with the :Presi- mg, burgeoning Carribean isle en­
tion and status are hazy to manv April 11, 1899, . which designate 1 d.ent and the Congress. Many bene- joys a great degr~e of self g;;l\7-

people The Co 
·tt 

1 
t' Congress as havmi< the responsil: ,. fits were extended to the pe6ple ernment, although it bears the ti-

. mm1 ee 1as recen · ·t . ~ f p t · · ti C ly conducted a surve of the his· 1 y for ~~termming the civil ri? its o ue.r o R~co durmg the next 30 e ommon~ealth rather t h a n 
torical economic a l IT 

1 
f and political status of its inh ,'Ji· years mcluding those of the Smith· state or territory. Many questions 

fal
·rs 

0
'f Puert R' n podi i~a a . . tants. Thus began a period of 61 Hughes Act, the creation of the have been raised as tu the posi· 

o 1co an is cur· . . p t · t" f th · J 
re iv -holding 'hearings in an ef· YthearsPu, stilt! continuing, in w hi ch ~e~ to t~1can Reconstruction Ad· a1onth o 't e ifs ancd as regards the 
f determine prop 

1 0 

.. 

1 
ti e er o ~ican people l av e m1ms ra ion and the right to elect u on Y o ongress. Several 

m s . er e.,,is a. ve gradually evolved from military their own governor. In 1950 Con- factions in Puerto Rico seek 'l 
, _, m many areas coocermng t· t .. d 1 · ' chang · t t our Carribean possess·

0
.
1 

occul'a ion oward complete 'loc,al gress pas .. e eg1slation which e m s a us, and bills have 
1 ' · self government, and 'from an ex" would allow the people of Puerto been introduced in the 86th Con-

Naturally, the entire s u b j e c t elusively agricultural economy to a Rlco to draw up their 'own consti· gress which would (1) provide for 
could not be covered in the brief rapidly diversified industrial an d tution, but did not abdicate Con- extensive amendments to th e 
span of this newsletter, but it oc- commercial system. gressional responsibility for th e "compact" between the people of 
curred to me ydu might be inter· Th F k A t island, Untler the terms of PubEc Puerto Rico and the U S., (2) 
est~d in some .of the facts cufrent Con :es~r~ er c passed by t~~ Law 600 "in the nature of a com- grant o~tright independence to 
\yh1ch are pertment ta g t 'l 9oob etnd~d the mih· pact so that the people of Puert<> o Rico or (3) gran~ statehood 

... · ry occupa 1-0n u did not gra:it R' · · o th · I d I h 
.. h e n Christopher Columbus citizenshi t th · 

1 
f Pu :t ico may orgamze a government. e is an . ave heard many 

landed on the island in 1493 ~he Rico It Pp 0 'd tid pfeop e of er 0 pursuant to a constitut!on of their of these proposals discussed. From 

S 
. • . rov1 e or a orm of ow d t' " n1 tw he express· f th p t 

pamsh anticipated great mineral civil government 'th t f th n a op ion , o y o stipula· ions o e uer o Ri· 
wealth - hence, the name Porto legislative 'ud' i 71 ~os 0 t' e tions were included with respect to an ~eople which have come to 

," " • J IC a an .execu ive, the content of that constitutio:i. e, it would appear the majo1ity 
f them are conscious of t h e i 
erp.?cratic growth and develop 
ent in their present status and 

ores~e no immediate change. 
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