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February 6, 1928.

Pr. J.W. Harris, President
Polytecnic Insti*mtc of Porto Rice,

My dear Boutop Hm.’u G

We are a.n%vering your letter of this date. The message of
the People of Porto Rice to the People of the United States entrusted
to Colonel Lindberzh by the Legislature of Porte Rico at the joint
gession held in his honor dces not need any explanatione. It is self
explanstorys Its meaning is plain. Porte Hice wants her internal
sovereigntys that ig to say, the same that the Continental States
snjoy, but with the powsr to retain, as at present, all public
revenues derived from sources on the Island to meet her public ngeds
which are greater than those of any State because we are performing
noew the task of «nmiem

We are not asking for international or absolute mdopendcnce
We do not want to sever the tics of a common flag and a common
citigenship. We acknowledge and accept the sovereignty of the Union
a8 defined in the Constitution, that is to say, the powers vested in
the Federation by delegation of the states themselves. We want the
national tariff, but with power vested in our local Lezislature to
reduce, with the approval of the President said tariff on foreign raw
food staples in order to lessen the cost of living for our laboring
clagses, and to increase,alsp with the approval of the Pregident of
+the United States, the schédules on agricultural products of our soil
not protected by the tariff and not produced in the Continental: States,
in order to prevent the importation of inferior goods into Porto Rico
and their exportation as Porto Rican products. We want the guarantee
of life, liberty, equality, justice and property of the Federal
Constitution, that we fully enjoy now, in spite of the fact that the
Great Document has not been extended to Porto Rico, becaunse of the
Bill of Rights contained in our Organic ict. We wani to preserve the
American institutions and systems that we ourselves have adopted in
our laws; we aspire to a perfect friendship and close brotherhood
with our fellow citizens of the States. Even we do not resent not
being an integral part of the Union, in spite of our American citizen-
ship, sccording to the decisions of the United States Supreme Court.
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But we agpire also, and above all, to the govermment of our people,
by our people and for our people; that is to say, to a republican
form of government. That is, certeinly, imerican freedom. That is
the freedom that we ask in the message of The People of Porte Rico
entrusted to the messenszer of good will sent to ns from The People
of the United States. In the termg of the message: "The freedom
that you enjoy, for which you strugsled, vhich you worship, which

we deserve, and which you have promised us." For this reason we
state: "our message is not far different from the cry of Patrick
Henry. It is the same in substances but with the difference imposed
by the changes of times and conditions.” We : mentignthe cry that
he dared to raise, not against his English ancestry, but against
"taxation without representation” and against the "guiding hand of
governers appointed by the Crown"; we refer to it as an echo of your
history, appealing te your national pride, not in s hostile attitude,
not in an angry mood, but as a friendly noftice to your people, to the
American People, that we are neglected from the standpoint of our
political aspirations and of our economic needs; that our voice is
not heard, that you have forgotten that our prozress in all the
paths of human endeavor is far shead of that of many of our sister
Latin Republics of whose independence you feel so proud and are
prone to maintain.

e

It is inconceivable that we would take advantege of the
courtesy of the Governor in acoeding to our request for a special
segsion of the Legislature o render homagze to Colonel Lindbergh
and hand him a message containing petitions which may imply a
severance of ties of Porto Rico from the United States, or which :
may be construed as inimical to American idesls. Such thing would :
mean & discourtesy %o Porte Rico's guest and a lack of consideration
to our Governor.

As regards our present politicel aspirations, we shall stats
in very few words that these are the following: Complete self-
govermment including the right to elect our own Governor; as to the
future the majority party has reached a conclusion as a compromige,
between the conflicting of solutions of statehood and independence
that this matter must be left to be solved by the coming generations
according to the best interests of both the people of the United
Stater and the People of Porto Rice.
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As regards statehood permit us to say that if Congress is
ready to grant us statehood, no doubt the people of Porto Rico
will feel deeply the honor of becoming one of the stars of your
glorions constelation. There are some of them that have sprung
from the same origin, the same stock that we are. This 1s a
matter that should be placed before our people for its decieion.
But what are the chances of staiehood for Porto Rico in the light
of the utterances of your statesmen and the silence of your
“political platformae? When collective citizenship was urged upon
Oonzress by President Taft, the request was accompanied by the
statement that citigenship did not imply any future promise of
statehood. For these reasons, and many others, we are not now urging
statehoods If you think it is better for your national interests
not to admit us into the Union, we will abide by your decision; but
it is up to you to be true to your history and institubtions and %o -
devige a scheme of government for Porto Rico that will harmonize
your dignity, liberty and happiness and ours. We will cooperate
with you to find the way to the solution of the problem« But do not
misund.eut'i& ug:de not be misled by the ensemies of our moble
aspirations as a People. Do not pronounce the word "disloyalty" to
describe the deepest sentiment in the hearts of men: Love for the
freedom of the country in which his craddle was rocked by the hands
of a loving mother. :

Your letter has besn a surprise fo uns. We can not understand
how the messaze of the Legislature can be construed as a plea for
international or sbgolute independence. It is the same as our
message to President Coolidge, r%smitted also to the Pan American
Conference, not becsuse we look for redress or remsdy o= for our
inferior political condition, but besause the President himself
offered to the Conference the relief for that condition, that 1s to
say, plain home rule; and for that reason we feel entitled to obtain
the endorsement of the Nations of our own origin to the words of
the chief magistrate of the nation in order that he may apply them
to the sick man at home. In the sald message the words "internal
govereigniy" were changed by news agencies into "infernational
soverdignty", entirely changing, of course,the memaing of the
gtatement. We shall not be surprised to find that the present
message also has been mutilated or misquoted. That will explain the
alarm voiced in the cable received by you. We trust that you will
acknowledge that there is no reason for alarm or uneasiness. We
voice & truly American sentiment which is imbued in the minds and
hearts of all our school children by the study of your history, and
which is also a natural sentiment deeply rooted in the hearts of
human kind.
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