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. and euts, around ourves and into the Serwinal station, tho cons-
m:—:umc %o bo done, The engincer climbe up into his
0ab, site down and hangs his timo table near by and looks at his
watohs Te has a supply of fuel, 04l and water, His main duty now is W
keep his engime yunning on the schodule of his $ime tedle, and his oye

i on the treok sheaG., The dispatonor gives him & paper called his
' olearance = he pulls open tho thrttle and stewns oub for the firet
“»  ‘ﬂn“tm, untried road.

‘ I have for twemty-five years been laying #he tyack of your
oduoational 1ife. Iy work is this week %o ond, A mew engimeor will this
| wesk elimd up into the eadb to direet the engine of your Adfe. No one else

. ean do his work for him. His dispatoher, the Trustees, will om
 fuestay imreh 2, 1957 plase into his hands his elesrunce papere, I, as
| President of the College and fousder Of this sohool, vould place 1nto
| hie hands and into the hands of the Paculty, $heir schodule, Sheir time
© | ‘table of life, the Bible.
| . mn.ms«.mnwmum In so doing

© you will have courage %o plunge in% every fog of life. You will find
2R ‘strength %o go through every trial and to overcoms all diffisulties,

" bove all you will, 1f you Fightly study your Bible, leam %o love,
}-"'”k smmmmmamu.mm.mmtmm~

‘qf!& You will believe in man, in his possibilities in Christ. You
*\‘u\wnmmumwum And when your sun

. 4;_a,‘uuamnmmammm.m-mm
| gour ensine of 1ifs into the terminal station pulling along with you
' & train of griends and '
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your time table,

mmummmmnm-mmm
they do not understand 1%, On its cover ie printed Holy Bible.
They helf fear 1%, They open it amd ave dissppointed in not finde
ing what they expseted to rind. They come with & mind full of
suppositions, come superstitions and meny false stendards. Little
MMMMuMMMMtumm
Bible, beesuse they do not know what the Bible is,

John Milton, writer of Paradise Lost said; "There are no
“W”hm"%um&mwhm
a’ﬁm,mupmanxmmmmmmm
teach,” :

8ir Walter Scott reminds the intellectusle that; "ihe most
loarmed, scute and diligent student cannot, im the longest 1ifee
time, obtain em ontire knowledge of this Volume, The nore deeply
he works the mine, the richer and more abundant he finds the ore.”

mdnnmmmnmmmh
say: ﬁxmmmmmmtm 1 now meke it a
prasties of going through it onve a year. It is & book of all
mﬂmMﬂMumnvm;ﬂ!uqm-nm
mmnu-rmmnwmmnm'

1 bave read the Bidle through once a year for over 40 yeers.
It has kept me from the bogimming on the right track, By the
grace of Ged ite precepts have been ny guide. Ite light hes shome
slvays om my peth, revealing slippery places, damgerous preeipices
.m‘ndauui—h-mwmwm It has given me
Sowsnpe, strength, hope. It has teught me, how to love, how te
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forgive, how %0 serve, how %0 yun and not bo weary, and by the Hody
Spirit's leading 1% has vevealed Ged's will to me day by day for
$hose 40 years, It has under God's Spirit end hand led me end
propazred me o be a friend of men, Geod's gentlemess as revealed
in Nis Word and by His Spirit has made it possible for me to find
Joy and contentment with all classes of poople = with the cowhoys
eltsing on the ground around their lomely fire, eating with their
poskst knives. and with the soeialites in banquet halls around
tables of eoatly linen and more eostly and pexfeot appointments.
What I have learned from the Bidle has holped me %o make sontaets
of friondship with the great men end wemen of this gemeretien, I
could not have met all the varying classes of people with ease,
groat plessure and profit had 1% not been for kmowledge acquired
from the Bible. What I have found the Bible to be and do in me,
I want it to bo and do in you my successors,

In the firet plase you must recognize and amccept shat the Bible
is M7, :

The Bible is not the word of God in the sense that every word is
dictated by Cod, is literally truc and meets with cod's epproval, It
contains the word of God, but is net the word of God as Dean Burgon of
oxford deslayed 1t to bo when he said: "Every book of the Bible, every
ehapter of the Bible, every word of i%, every syllable of it, every lette:
of 1t is the direst utterance of the Most High," This is the strongest
stetement, from an oducated man, of the Divine dietetion of the Bible
1 have ever seen.

This has come and grown up out of man's longing for alliance %o an
infallible guide, In the centuries following Chriet the ehurch adheved
%o an infallidble person, She Christ, Then ceme & negleet of God's Word

and the loss of permonaml contact with Jesus of Galilee, Ve had an ora
known as the Dark Ages end gradually individusl bishops were
conaidered jnerrant. The Reformation Brought
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part of the ehurch back to an infullible persen, the Christ, as
revesled in the Bidble. About 70 years ago a part of Christ's chureh
vroclaimed en infallible represemtetion of Christ in the Fope of Romes
In this last century the Bible has been held by some Frotestente
to be infallible in the cense stated above by Dr. Burgon--that overy
word is the word dletated by God and is literally true, as a guide
in history, scienee and all things of life. Its statements, they
say, sre literally true. ITf you are intellestuslly honest you cunnot
agoept that every statement is literally true. thm
of the many. The aseription of praise quoted dy David in his lanene

tation over Saul and Jonathane-"They were swifter than
They were stronger than

u.hm-tmtus-mhuvhm.munum
mmm.m,mmwmuuwa
is the poetieal way of saying: "Xill all the great and little
enonies and adverse circumstances whieh destroy love.” or "Let
the blossoming love of the soul be without injury or restraint,”
Or when Jesus suid in reference to Herod: "Go and say to that fox",
it sould not be teken literally that Hered wes a fox. Again Jesus
said: "Cast out rirst the beam out of thine own eye; and then thou
cunst see clearly to east out the mote ocut of thy brother's eye.”

umu.-ammmmnumm
and smoking flax shall he not guench®.

These aye sxpressions of ideas in the spiritusl world, not of
physical facta.

The Bible 1s not history as we understand history, The histos
rical books of the Bible only give a small part of the histery of
tho men mentioned, Jercboam i1 reigned nesrly half a century and has
only seven versss given %o him, The historiesl books tell us that if
e want to know the hietery of Devid reed: “The history of Semuel,
the Seer;® or "The history of Natham, the Ivophet”; or "The hlstory
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of Gad, the Jeers" II Chyenicles 10:89 says: “Now the rest of the
aste of Solomon, Tiret end lest, are they not writSen in the Hispory
of Nathun, $he Prephet; and in the Frophecy of Ahijah, the Shilcaite,

and in the Vialoms of iddo, the Seer’® The Bibdle doss not elaism to

be historyi MNevertholsss tho histerical refevesses of the Hidle are
nmnzingly aseurate as reve:led by the srehaeclegiz®s in the uncowored
ruing of snclemt oities and by contemporanecus history,

The 5idle is not selenes, a8 we know it. Seicones was wknown to
any of the writers of the Pible, Gelones 1s the classification of
uniforsitiess The Bible 1s s literature of Fersoral Relationshings

Lot us, in the second plses, eonsider what the Bidle '©.

Dys Barey ‘merson Yosiiek says: *The Pible is the Paishful
m«mmmormumummmuzmym
to unerstand Gods™

Pre Jomos Es Clark saye: "The Bible is a rovrrd of God's
revelation 56 men and of wan's resetlon thoreto.”

The Bible le composed of 66 books, ritten over = period of
sbout I50C yuars, by men of a1l clasees, snd 6f varying degress snd
kinds of sulturce It is essentially a beok of religtom, whieh grae
@ually unfelds Yo us & persome It begina in the darimoss of srehioe
torie dayet “In he begimming Ood® ant God saids "Let there ‘e 1ight,"
1 ends, as @ sritten rovelation of that Personm, in She brightuess
snd fullnese of Jesus, the Christ, ammouncing to all nations: “Shosoe
ovsT Will may onse™ May come to & better understanding of God, datly,
may eome t0 fesl and kmow God as a personel Gavior. The complete
understanding of God's rovelation is mever reaeheds Tt is better
unioratood as Whe eputent of our knowleige inoreases. A1 men whe add
@nything worthy and true to the eontent of eur kmowledse in histery,

*5\ m,umm.um,.um«.mm-pnum
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of a wave length or of a vitamin, are making it possible for us to
undarstand Ged better. .

The ononess of ihe Bible is not the oneness of theologzieal
doctrine, or dogma or history. Ite oneness, 1ts unity is that of a
Person. "1 and my Father are Cne® runs through the whole Bible from
Genesis to Revelation. In the revelation of this Porsom is feounal
the infallidility for our direction in faith and practies., The
Shorter cateshism states 1t elearly: "The Seriptures prineipally
toach vhas mean is to believe concerning God =nd what duty God requires
of mam." If you will remember that overy statement in the Bible with
referenge %0 man and of man's reaction to Ged's rovelation, may be &
literal faot, may be a figure of speech, or may be an untruth steting
the low neture of manj if you will remomber also that each statement
is a refleotion of the age in which 1t wes made; you will Tind that
the Bible is the greatest beok, the best book for your own spiritual
dovelopment and thes 1t 1s a true vortrayal of God as a person,
mu.mummun-mm-.m.
holiness, justice, goodness and truthy” You will find it a true
portrayal of msn sipping the sweet from the flowers of God's garden
and then in the strength of that neetar he rises to the heights of
and above the clouds showing forth what God ean do for =an; or he
turns his nose downward and wallows in the mire of sin defascing and
defeating the revelation of Ced by his submission te his lower nature,
You will find these two cxtremes often and repentedly pertrayed im
the Bible,

Tou must remember aleays what Dr. Jomes l. Venee elearly states:
"The Bible ie a literature of history, poetry, propheey, philosephy,
theology, eratory, humor, saweasm, iremy, mucie, drams, tragedy,
~strategy, love tales, war tales, travelogues, laws, jurisprudence,
songs, sermons, warnings, prayerse-all are there. lUas there ever
such a literature?™
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The successes and failures of the same individual are told.
lan's nodle acts and his ugly deeds are related, Ilis baseness and
orimos are shown in their true light, Let me read of them and make
sure %o avoid their repetition in my own life, They are given ss
rod 1ights along my pathway, showing me the dangercus ground over
which I walk. When Nathan says to David, "Thou art the men," let
mmwmmmdnulpmnm’cw..'x
~ have simned sgalnet Jehovah," that any wrong is primerilly againss
the best rfriemd I have, the God of Heaven, my friend and savier,
It ia my application of the truth to my life that counts, not the
fact of David's wrengs The wrong is Pecorded not for the sake of
history but that I may see the danger and aveid it,

In resding the terrible acts dome im the mame of God such ap
when Sammel orders Saul "to sldy imalek, both msn and womam, infant
snd suekling," place yourself back there among a primitive people
who oould mot possidly haves understood Christ's injunction, “"Bowere
of the leaven of the Fhariseces.” It was to aveid the corruption and
fallure of Israel that Amalek had to be destroyed. I wonder 1f we
really stop to comsider the greater of the two losses, that of the
loss of the soul by saving the physiesl body or the gaining of the
soul by losing She physieal? A primitive people could be made to
so8 wrang only by the severest end shooking (to us) methods. Today
sush an aot is vovolting even though dome by Italiens in Ethiepla
on apologetis grounds of reforming the Hthiocpians. e, as Christimns,
now reform people by precepts not by the sword. The only mothod
“-mwﬁamnﬁlcormuﬂmmwuﬂu#m
Pauls "Flee youthful lusts and follow after righteousness, faith,
love, peace, with them that eall on the Lord, out of » pure heart.”
I1 Timothy 2122, GSeul could not have grasped the meaning of Paul's
injunetion. Lven the woet advanced Christiasns do not today grasp
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slways the meaning of Chyiet's commands: ©“If thine sye be evil,
pluck 1t outs If thy hend offend thee, cut 1t offe" Ve are nevere
thelese far rescved from Seul's daye

You will find things untrue stated in the Dible as: “There is
a0 God" said by a fools The serpent 1n Eden was the first to state
a fulsshood when it cald to Dvs, "Ye ohall not surely die.”

Tou will find the pearls of God scattered among the brokénm shells
of man's wrecked lives. The purity, stability and sivength of a
Toseph urises above the Jeslousy and malignaney of his brothers, The
statesman Moses growing up out of end in epite of his slaverys The
Opening up of the waters of the sea to let Isymel pass, when sl}
hope of oseape was gono. ,

mmmm-mmwmmrwnw
tigation of the supposed rebellion of the tribes mercss the Jerdan
in erecting a wonument; how those who degin and do pet eomtinue to
trust God are compelled to wander for 40 years in the wildernsss nnd
© You will lparn from Demiel how 0 be fimm in your religious
standards; from Nehomiah, how 0 attempt s great werk without fyiends
and without meanpeeonly with God as your helper. You will learn the
valuo of gyayer im 1ife from Samuel, the wisdom of unselfishness in
8 1ife eholes frum Ruth, the cost of eonseerated Christisn service
mm.mmm.wuzuz.mwnacmmea
Hother's love frem Mayy, the mother of Josus.

" You as young people will see how glericusly beautiful marriage
is when ceutracted between proper individusls, and how bitter end
diseppointingly ruinous it is with the 111 matehed, regardless of
their soelal and economic standing, “hen you beeems parests you
will see how Ssmuel vithhold ecouneil to his soms and how they failed.



<D

You will see in the 1ife of Timothy the prolemgation of his mother,
Zuniee’s faith, and 1f you are wise you will tesch your ehildyen the
faith of the Christian, SR ' ;

And whon you too, like Jeshun, ccme to the evening of lifs of
a voll spant day you can ssy to your children: "This day I am going
the way of ol the earth and yeo all know in all your heoarts and in
all your souls, that not one thing has fatlled of all the good Shinge
whieh Jehovah your Uod spoke ecnccrning yous® 41l have beon fulfilled.
What 8 collestion of books$ Witk their guide posts at every parting
of the waye of life; with Shelr fortresses of safoly, their senctuarics
for the renewal of cur strength and their abodes for the weary to rest,

Remember, young people, that in these 60 beooke is the record of
Cod's gradual, progressive revelation to man and of nan*s centimmal
diseovery of Gody that, while the written word closed with Jolm's
Revelation of & now heaven and a new earth, that the bDetter undere
standing of that written revelution is going on progressively as
Enowledge in the fear of God ineresses, lach generation understends
God a 11ttlo better than the previcus generaticn.

There was a time when rugged individualism flourished at the
expense and detriment of the welfare of others. VWe sre »till teo
meh in the shookles of that sges Ye are emerging. The Csrnesies,
the RAoekerellers, the Henry Fords, «nd thougands of othets t0 & less
degroe, whose speeial gifts were the asessing of great voaltheehave
rocognized their obtligatiom to sll mem, and are helping to make
poseidle for all to enjoy 1life and its hlossingme

¥e are now on the roed to econonie and seeial adjustusntss The
time when & Christisn can Reep & slave passed not only legally but
morally in the lifetime of people st1ll ldvings
fhe precent method of covermmental comtrel of eecnomic snd soelial
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1ife is & atep in the yight direetlon. The only method however lesding
0 euy dogroe of practiosbility ie thet 1aid down in the Biblews the
regonoveiion of the individuals I believe Christisn standerds put
inte practies by all regardless of his stemding will sventually hring
ebout a new soelal and seomomie werld of contentuents This eomes only
by the regeneration and conseeration of the individual, No federal law
ean 40 1%, A govermment rulsd by unoomverted, selfish men cam never
establish jJusties and rightecusness in the lands

i find that %o understand the Bible we need to be led in ite
roading by the Holy Spirite 1. pray the prayer of Psalm 119518; “Cpem
thou mine yss that I may bedold wendrews things out of thy law® whemover
1 read the Bibles ;

xmmum‘ummmum»mm-nu.
It is the only wey of approsch. If we come to the Bible with an open
nind, the seme way the selentists go to thelr rescareh laboratory,
dogune and interpretatioms inte the study of (ud's wordesagespting
the epiritual, seiontifie methed of Peslnm 3418, "Paste and seo that
the Lord is good§” end that laid dowm by Jesus: "If say mon will eome
mu.mmmvmrmmwmmm,mm
nee* (Luke 9:28); and "If yo o bide in my word, ye shall know the truth
and the truth shell make you free.” (John 0:38) *If eny nan serve me,
1ot hin foliow mej end shiove I am, there shell aleo my servamt be: if
any wen serve me, him will my Pether honowre” (John 12:88) It is s0
simplose"Taste, take, follow, serve.” This is the solentifie nethed
of Christ in the spiritusl worlds 3imple snd easy, so much 5o that
many never try i%. They are,is resdisg the Bible, looking 00 mugh
not at finding out vhat is reslly thers but by putting In what Shey
think should b Sheres They see the horrible things, sre frishtened
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The base things, the evil, the Sorridle things said and done by
men and recorded in he Bible I use Shese as red lights telling me of
the dangers %o be avoided, The noble thoughts, the high ideals, the
hmsble and exalted service of men, and the great vietories for right,
I try to incorporate these inte my life and put them into prectioe, :
%hile I do not eonsider every expresaion in the Bible as coming from
God, I do sscept suoch as God's falihful record of man's strusgle %o
now Ood. :

You find no pleasuve in pecalling $he evil you may have dono but
you do get great joy in realiming how Cod has served you from wrong.
?&Mumplmhmmvmnnmmﬁ,htmb
rejoice in the fact that christ has Seught us a better way of overcoming
our esemies < whish method is praying fer them, doing them good = even
though we may not feel like doing i8S,

iy, President olect, faculty and students of my college this h
sy last sermon to you, In this I have tricd, es I have tried for 25
yoars to 8o, to show what I have found the Bible %o be and what 1% will
do for any ome who resds it righily,

1ot me say in closing: I find inereasingly more and more profit
in my Bible weading and meditation, I see on i%s Tirst pages the dim
outline of a prouise, Gradually thero unfolds the gharscter of a
porsosn, I see one “despised and rejeoted of men; & man of sorvows
and soquainted with grief™ (Isa, §3). I see a bade born in Bethlehem,
sleeping in & manger. I hear the wonderful words of life from a man
in his youth in the Sexwen on the Mount, I hear his intercession foy
the sinner. I see him open the eyes of the blind, strengthen the legs
of the peralytie and eure the leper, I hear his grecious words %o o
sinning soul, ‘

anxw thy
from henseforth, -anl‘mf -
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I follow Hin %0 Gethsemane where he alone, in the darkness of night,
sweate as Af 1% were drops of bleod in prayer for me, I wateh Hiu carry
His exoss up te Calvary and I hear She blows of haumsers and feel with
Hin the pain and anguish of the oress, I sce him laid in & tomb and
I sm surprised at his resurrectieon, I walk with him out of Jerusalem
and am astounded when ¥e is takem wp in%e glory, Yes, I wateh that
sight of that Person on & oross between two thieves - I see Him as Fe
ascends into the heavens, end I am convinced that He is the embodiment,

~ in His person of all good, the solution of all our persomal, soeial,

esovomie, political and religious problems. Jesus is the only savior
of our eivilization and our ounly hope both in ¥his life and in the
1ife to come

‘mummm«mmwmmh-m
revelation of a verson = Man's savior = Jesus, the Christ, the son of
god, "Until we all come into the full grown msn, the messure of the
gtature of the fullness of Ohris$. In this the Bible is infallible
88 & guide leading us to our savior, Jesus, the Chris%,



